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Westcliff High School for Girls
Sixth Form
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“Attainment at A Level 
is high and the progress 
the students make 
from their already high 
starting point is good.”
Ofsted
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to WHSG
Welcome Blending 

traditional values 
with preparation 
for the future

A message from the Headteacher 
I am very pleased that 
you are interested 
in the Sixth Form at 
Westcliff High School 
for Girls.

We welcome both 
girls and boys into 
our Sixth Form. It is a 

special part of our school with an enviable 
reputation for academic excellence and 
pastoral care.

We are a National Teaching School and are 
continually improving the education we 
provide. We place a particular emphasis 
on learning in the classroom and build the 
resilience of our students to be independent 
in their approach to their studies.

In this changing world, we recognise  
that excellent academic qualifications, 
problem-solving skills and the ability to 
adapt are essential, so the need for a  
good education has never been greater  
than it is today. We pride ourselves on 
equipping our students for the future ahead 
of them, with many of them gaining places 
at Oxford, Cambridge and other well-
established universities.

At WHSG we aim to provide our students 
with the best teaching, the best facilities, 
the best opportunities and the best 
pastoral care.

To understand why WHSG is a special place 
to be, you need to spend some time here.  
I am happy to invite you to do so. 

Dr Paul Hayman
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Learning
An Emphasis on

A message from the Head of Sixth Form
We know that for 
many of you this is 
the first time that you 
have been given a 
real choice in your 
own education. We 
believe that our 
Sixth Form offers a 
centre of academic 

excellence which will provide you with the 
maturity, confidence and skills, helps you 
to fulfil your potential and opens doors to 
new opportunities.

The atmosphere of the Sixth Form is relaxed, 
warm and supportive. Staff/student relations 
are excellent: respect and effort on both 
sides acknowledge the fact that education 
is a joint venture. We have created a 
structured environment which, by gradually 
increasing your autonomy, will help you 
to move from the imposed discipline of a 
compulsory schooling to the freedom of 
adult independence.

Our students come from a rich variety of 
backgrounds and schools but they share a 
desire to learn which makes this Sixth Form 
a stimulating and friendly place. 

How to Apply
Please complete the Sixth Form Course 
Selection Request Form which can be found 
on our website. Applications should be 
received by mid December.

Our Open Evening in November is virtual this 
year. Full details available on our website. 

Mr B Hayton
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‘Excellent’  
A Level Results

ALPS
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Sixth Form
The Complete

At Westcliff we offer every student the opportunity to acquire 
and develop the skills, aptitudes and personal qualities that both 
employers and universities want:

Academic study in 
depth
Students study at least three Advanced 
Level subjects; many students study more 
than this. 

Broader study and 
independent learning 

Students can undertake an Extended 
Project Qualification (EPQ) alongside their 
A Levels which will develop their abilities 
to manage tasks using their own initiative 
and resources. This gives the opportunity to 
research and present a project of their own 
choosing to a high level. 

Enrichment Activities 
All students are expected to show that they 
take part in activities which demonstrate 
community participation, work related 
learning and personal development. 

“ Joining in Year 12 
was no problem 
as I quickly made 
friends. All of the 
teachers were lovely 
and I really feel part 
of the year group.”
Student
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When you join the Sixth Form here, we shall place you in a tutor 
group of around twenty students. 
These will include both continuing and new 
Year 12 students and some students from 
Year 13. We have found that this provides 
an environment where new friendships 
flourish rapidly and the whole Sixth Form 
can integrate successfully. 

We have an experienced and 
knowledgeable team of Sixth Form tutors. 
Your tutor will usually stay with your group 
throughout the two year course and is 
responsible for informing you about day to 
day business, working with you individually 
on your career plans, achievements 
and academic progress, writing your 
final reference and supporting you to 
help overcome any difficulties you may 
experience. Our monitoring procedures and 
assessments will ensure that you are aware 
of your strengths and weaknesses and staff 
will support you as you work to improve 
your knowledge and skills. 

Sixth Formers at WHSG have their own 
accommodation in Hylands, an attractive 
building separate from the main school. 
It has two large common rooms, large study 
areas and an air conditioned IT facility as 
well as WiFi throughout. The Head of Sixth 
Form, the Assistant Head of Sixth Form, the 
Sixth Form Pastoral Support Coordinator and 
the Sixth Form Administrator are all based 
here and are always willing to deal with your 
problems or just to have a chat. In addition, 
the Sixth Form also have exclusive use, 
during the day, of our coffee shop. We like 
to think that these facilities and this level 
of support are unsurpassed and makes the 
WHSG experience ‘special’. 

Care &  
Guidance

An Emphasis on
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Care &  
Guidance
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Academic St udy
An Emphasis on

Your Courses 
Westcliff High School for Girls has one of the largest academic 
Sixth Forms in the area. We offer specialist teaching at Advanced 
Level, so our entry requirements reflect the demanding nature of 
our courses. 
We offer a wide range of A Levels but 
concentrate particularly on those which 
are valued by employers and universities 
as demonstrating evidence of academic 
rigour. Our modern world needs creative, 
independent, self-motivated workers 
whose knowledge, ability, initiative and 
confidence will make them flexible enough 
to succeed in a variety of situations. To 
enable our students to succeed it has 
become increasingly common to break the 
traditional barrier between art and science 
and choose a course of study which spans 
both areas. 

In order to ensure success in the courses 
we offer, you will need to start from a sound 
foundation of knowledge. We encourage 
you to read our Admissions Arrangements 
and Course Outlines, which will explain the 
academic standards we require on entry and 
for the particular subjects we offer. 

“The atmosphere 
in the sixth form 
is what I have 
enjoyed the most.”
Student
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Academic St udy
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We offer you many opportunities to participate in a wide variety 
of activities and are delighted if you wish to plan something for 
yourselves and other students. 
We are very proud of the large number 
of our students who devote many hours 
to a range of voluntary work within our 
local community; whether it be mentoring 
younger pupils or helping at the local 
dementia care home. 

For many of our lower school pupils, the 
highlight of the school year is Charity Week. 
This is organised entirely by Sixth Form 
students and always raises a substantial 
amount of money for whichever charity  
they choose to support. 

If your taste for adventure is not yet satisfied, 
how about joining a World Challenge 
Expedition? The responsibility for planning 
the entire trip lies with the students under 

the guidance of expert expedition leaders 
and each student acts as a leader at some 
time during the tour. 

Whatever you choose, it is important to 
see the Sixth Form years as an opportunity 
to join a thriving community and to be an 
active member of it. 

An Emphasis on

Opportunity
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The Sixth Form at WHSG is a time when students grow and 
contribute with the staff to create a rich diversity of activities. 
These enrich our community life and provide opportunities for students to develop 
interests beyond the formal curriculum. Over the past few years this has included:

• School productions including –  
Grease, Ghost and Memphis

• Regular visits to London theatres to  
see a range of productions

• Termly music concerts

• Evenings reflecting a range of cultural 
themes including a Black History 
Month celebration

• Arkwright Scholarships being won by our 
Scientists and Technologists

• A successful Young Enterprise programme

• Involvement in the Engineering 
Education Scheme

• Successful participation in debating 
competitions

• Lectures and conferences relating to 
History, Politics and Psychology

• Art Trip to Florence 

• A regular French/Spanish Exchange 

• A full range of sporting activities including 
a weekly football match and use of the 
school’s Fitness Suite

• Significant numbers participating in the 
Duke of Edinburgh Silver and Gold Award

• World Challenge expeditions to third 
world countries

Participation
An Emphasis on



Your 
Future
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An Emphasis on

Whatever you decide to do when you have completed your 
course, having an excellent set of qualifications will allow you 
the widest possible choice of career for the rest of your life.
Our highly experienced team of Sixth Form 
staff will be happy to discuss your ambitions 
with you and we will do our best to help you 
fulfil them. 

The destinations of our leavers are as 
individual as the students themselves, but 
in a typical year, some students will enter 
Oxford or Cambridge, most commence 
degrees at prestigious universities, a few will 
be accepted for a range of apprenticeships 
or in permanent employment and some 
will commence courses leading to an Art 
foundation qualification. 

Many ex-Westcliff students are now at the 
top of their professions and we value the 
links they maintain with us. Students who 
have left are always welcome to return 
to visit the staff who taught them and to 
meet our current Sixth Form. 

“I’m very 
sad to 
leave!”
Student



“At Westcliff; the students 
are encouraged, 
supported and cared for 
by staff they will never 
forget and consequently 
leave enriched in both 
intellect and character.”
Former Student
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Your 
Future
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Comments
Student

Recent past students wrote the following comments in a 
confidential questionnaire just before they left us:

“I have had a 
fantastic time and 
feel the teachers 
have been so 
supportive and 
generous with 
their time.”

“I am glad that I 
moved here. I have 
been challenged 
to achieve higher 
and I have made 
some great friends 
for life.”

“I have thoroughly 
enjoyed my time 
here. I was new 
in Year 12 but this 
now feels like 
home to me.”
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“Thank you for all 
the opportunities 
over the past seven 
years – university 
had better be 
pretty special!”
Former Student
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Westcliff High School for Girls
Kenilworth Gardens, Westcliff-On-Sea, Essex, SS0 0BS

Telephone: 01702 476 026
Email: generalenquiries@whsg.info

Website: www.whsg.info 

 @WHSG1920   @WestcliffHighSchoolforGirls

Westcliff High School for Girls
Sixth Form


