
The English Department’s Film Guide

Context: The English department use DVD versions of specific texts in order to support our students’ study of
them. We have found that not only does active viewing allow students to consolidate their learning of key
events, characters and themes, but it also shapes their critical evaluation skills. Furthermore, as many of our
students will study Drama, we find that referring to directorial decisions and to stagecraft, camera angles,
special effects and casting, provides an invaluable cross-curricular link.

Note to parents: We recognise that some parents may value the opportunity to view the versions of the films
we show before your daughter does. This is why we have provided you with our current Film list. Unless we
hear from you in writing by the start of each school year, we will assume that you are happy for us to show
your daughter the films listed above throughout her school career.

We look forward to welcoming your daughter to the school and are keen to meet her in her first English lesson!

Kind regards

Mrs Dron 

(Head of English)



A note about theatre productions:
We subscribe to both the National Theatre and Digital Theatre forums where we’re able to access performances 
of our Shakespeare units: A Midsummer Night’s Dream and Romeo and Juliet. We will also, where possible, 
endeavour to provide enrichment opportunities for students to actually see both the Shakespeare plays and the 
novels performed.

Rating Director

A Christmas 
Carol

PG Robert Zemeckis

A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream

PG Michael Hoffman

Rating Director

Romeo and 
Juliet

PG
PG

Franco Zeffirelli
Baz Luhrmann

Animal Farm PG John Stephenson

Year 7 literature Year 8 literature

Please note that there are two English Literature Units and two English Language units studied in both year 
groups. Whilst the Literature units focus on the texts themselves, we may also, at times, supplement our 

English Language units with parts of a film or clips from them to ensure students can access and understand 
the development of a fiction or non-fiction extract. 



Years 9-11 Rating Director

Macbeth
• Starring Sir Ian McKellen and Dame Judi Dench
• Illuminations Media 

• PG
• 12

• Trevor Nunn 
• Rupert Goold

An Inspector Calls
• Alastair Sim (1953)
• BBC Production 

• PG
• 12

• Guy Hamilton
• Aisling Walsh 

Much Ado About Nothing 
• Kenneth Branagh • PG • Kenneth Branagh

Pride and Prejudice 
• BBC Production (TV series)
• Universal (Keira Knightley)

• U
• U

• Simon Langton 
• Joe Wright 

Theatre Productions:
The department also has a subscription to Digital Theatre 
where we have the opportunity to display performances 
from leading directors and actors. Please be advised that 
your daughter does have a login for this platform should 
you wish to preview the productions beforehand. 

Language Paper Skills:
Please be aware that teachers will, sometimes, use various 
clips and scenes from movies to illustrate concepts like 
creative writing, structural analysis and developing 
character. Teachers will only choose clips that will be 
effective for students and will, of course, ensure any 
content is discussed with students prior to showing.



Year 12 and 13 
English Literature

Rating Theatre/TV Director Year 12 and 13 English 
Language and Literature

Rating Theatre Director 

A Doll’s House

The Handmaid’s Tale

1984

Hamlet*

A Streetcar Named Desire

12

15

R

12

15

National/

Digital 

All 4 series

National/

Digital

National/

Digital

Patrick Garland

Volker Schlöndorff

Michael Radford

The Royal Shakespeare 

Company (David Tennant 

version)

Elia Kazan

All My Sons

The Great Gatsby

The Kite Runner (text 

change so this will be 

removed 2021)

Frankenstein

Not Rated

12

12

PG

National/

Digital 

National/

Digital 

Chester Erskine

Baz Luhrmann

William Horberg

James Whale

Kenneth Branagh

In Dystopian Film Club the following 
films are sometimes shown:

Fahrenheit 451
Never Let Me Go

The Road
Children of Men

Hamlet 
We also recommend students
watch the Maxine Peake and
Kenneth Branagh versions of
Hamlet as this supports their
critical interpretations of the play.


