
OPEN EVENING 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 2022 

Admissions 

 

How do I apply to WHSG?  

Complete the online application to register with the CSSE to take the 11+. If the online application system is closed you can still apply, 

but you need to use the printed form which can be found in the CSSE Booklet.  The selection tests are held on Saturday September 17th 

2022.  If your child is unwell on the day or cannot s it the tests that day for religious or other reasons, there is an alternative test date of 

Tuesday 27th September 2022. 

What was the lowest point score needed in order to gain a place at WHSG last year?  

The 11+ minimum score to gain a place at WHSG is 303. The raw scores from the English and Maths papers are separately standardised 

and age adjusted, and then combined (50% each) to create the final score. For Priority Area Students, this equates to approximately 55-

60% in the tests. This year those out of area required approximately 65%(+).    

How many children get in from out of area?  

The school reserves a minimum of 25% of its p laces for out of area pupils, i.e. a minimum of 46 places. This number can (and often is 

higher) when there are less ‘in priority area’ pupils joining the school. 

Is my child eligible for ‘Preferential Consideration’?  

For September 2023 (i.e. current Year 5 pupils in primary schools) 10% of the places (specifically 15 pupils ‘in area’ and 4 pupils outside 

the priority area) are prioritised for pupils entitled to preferential consideration; these are children with an EHCP, Looked After Children 

and those entitled to Free School Meals. A full definition can be found in the notes at the end of the ‘Admissions Criteria And Arrangements 

for Entry 2023’. Results of the tests will be made available from Thursday, 13th October 2022. You will also receive information to help 

parents in making a choice of school for their child and allow you time to assess whether your child has a realistic chance o f securing a 

selective place. Once your child’s results are known, you should complete the secondary school application form provided (or online form) 

from the authority where you live, no later than 31st October 2022. 

If you live outside of Southend you will need to use your own Local Authority form, but make sure you list WHSG among your preferences.  

If you put another school above WHSG and you fulfil that school’s criteria, you will be allocated that school. 

Can we still obtain a place at WHSG if we put you as second choice? 

Yes – if the school you give preference to is oversubscribed and you do not meet the criteria (i.e. your child may not have scored highly 

enough in their test or you live too far away), your child may still have scored highly enough to be offered a place at WHSG. 

CSSE test papers 

Tests in English and mathematics will be taken in September each year. Sample practice papers are available free-of-charge on the CSSE 

website (csse.org.uk) along with full details of the application process. You may also purchase additional past papers through the CSSE. 

What are your arrangements for SEND pupils? 

When applying to take the 11+ you can complete a special adjustment request. This may mean your child is assigned a quiet room, or 

she may need adapted test papers or extra time for one or both tests. Adjustments are made in accordance with the Equalities Act (2010) 

with reference to independent specialist advisors, whose decision will be binding on the CSSE and candidates.  At school we have a 

SENDCo, Mrs Dell, (or you can speak to our Deputy Headteacher, Mrs Carroll) who can provide specific advice this evening. 

 

At WHSG 

What is the curriculum model at WHSG?   

Key Stage 3 covers years 7, 8 and 9.  Students select their GCSE options mid-way through year 9, ready to start in year 10.  

What’s the average class size?  

In Years 7 and 8 most classes are taught in tutor groups giving class sizes of 30 to 31. Technology subjects (Food, DT and Textiles) are 

taught in smaller groups of 23.  From Year 10 onwards core subjects are taught in classes of 26 whilst the option classes have a range 

of s izes (9 to 31).   

How many girls are there in a year group? 184 

What Languages are offered?  

All students will study both French and Spanish in years 7, 8 and 9.  They will then choose to study either French or Spanish for GCSE in 

years 10 and 11. 

My child is a native speaker, can they take the language GCSE early?   

We strongly advise that students complete the full GCSE course before taking a final assessment.   However, the Languages Department 

would make individual assessments and may make an excep tion for an end of year 10 entry if there is sufficient justification.  However, 

writing tends to be the weaker of the disciplines.  Sometimes even native speakers can struggle to achieve the higher grades at GCSE if 

they s it the GCSE early, as they don’t always have the maturity in their answers that they would have given in Year 11. 

  



Do we set?  

Only in Maths in Years 8 to 11, typically with two top sets and the rest mixed ability.  Science set in Year 11 by creating a Dual Award 

group for some students; other classes are mixed ability and follow Separate Sciences (triple). 
Where can I find the examination results?  

These can be seen on the school website. 

Bullying   

WHSG do not tolerate bullying; it is  very rare, but when it does occur, we act in accordance with our Behaviour Policy and Statement of 

Behaviour Principles.  ABC Buddies and Pastoral Support Coordinators are in place to support our students’ wellbeing. 

What if my child receives a detention?  

Students must attend detentions when they have been set; we appreciate that this can be an inconvenience to parents but if a student 

receives a detention, then it is because they have not met the school’s expectations.  This is an important part of the learn ing experience 

for children and young adults. 

What is the Pastoral System?   

In Years 7 to 11, this consists of the Assistant Headteacher, two Pastoral Support Coordinators and five Learning Managers.   

What is the House System?  

There are 4 Houses, Bohun, Bourchier, Devereux and Mandeville – these are based on the 4 Earls of Essex. Each student is placed in a 

House.  If a parent or s ibling was at WHSG then we aim to put them in the same house. Students compete in Sports Day and competitions 

throughout the year, e.g. Music, Languages and Drama, and earn points for their House. 

Can my child take music lessons? How much do they cost? What is the process?  

We would encourage this.  Prices vary and a letter is sent out with the welcome pack. For Year 7, 8 and 9 students, the lessons take 

place during the school’s lesson times. To ensure they do not keep on missing the same subject we aim to vary the times of the lessons. 

We find that most students have no trouble with catching up the work they miss. 

My child’s primary school is really small and WHSG looks like a place where she could get lost. 

It does not take students long to find their way around the school. Our students are incredibly supportive and will help year 7 students if 

they get lost. Your child will be with their form group for all of their lessons so will always have friends with them. 

I am concerned that my child could be the only child from her school to get a place at WHSG 

Every year there are many students who join, without knowing other students. We spend a lot of time helping them to settle in  and make 

new friends. This includes two days at the end of June/beginning of July before they leave primary school and a number of days in their 

first week in September. We usually find pupils soon make new friends with others who share s imilar interests.  

How much homework will my child get?  

In the region of one to one and a half hours per night. All homework should be recorded in their student organiser which all students are 

issued with. 

Will my child get copies of textbooks and course outlines for each subject?  

Textbooks are given in appropriate subjects. Course outlines for GCSE are on the exam board websites.  We are currently undergoing a 

curriculum redesign and there will be updates to our curriculum mapping available on our website over the next few months. 

What Clubs are there?   

Lots! A timetable is given to students in September. There is lots of information on our extra-curricular provision on our website under 

curriculum -> beyond the classroom. 

 

Travel 

 

Do children travel a long way to school? 

We admit children from all over Essex including Tiptree, Braintree, Maldon, Billericay, Basildon, Benfleet and even as far as East London. 

Can you give me information about transport? 

There are a range of transport providers including a number of Stephenson’s and First Bus Essex routes administered by the Consortium 

of Selective Schools in Essex (CSSE). Further details are on the CSSE website.  We also have many students travelling on the C2C railway 

line. The nearest station is Chalkwell, which is a 15-minute walk from school.  Sixth Form students using this line may purchase discounted 

season tickets; details are available on our school website. 

If they use the other train line to Southend Victoria, they will need to catch a number 29 bus which d rops them outside school, or a 

number 1 bus which goes along the London Road, where they can get off at Darlinghurst Road and walk up with the C2C train chi ldren. 

A map showing the transport routes to WHSG is in the main hall. 

We live a long way from the school and my child  has to get public transport. What happens if she is late?  If there is an 

earlier public bus/train that she can take, then she will need to do so as girls do receive detentions for being late. Howeve r, if she is on a 

contract bus which is repeatedly late, parents should raise this with the Consortium. It may be that parents need to look at an alternative 

method of transport to avoid missing valuable teaching time. 

How does this affect after-school activities? 

Most of our clubs, sports practices and other activities take place during the lunch break, though some may take place after school. If 

your child catches a contract bus, she will attend most sporting practices during the lunch break  and peripatetic music lessons within 

school hours. If she is chosen to represent the school, and the activity extends beyond the school day, then you will need to make 

alternative arrangements for travelling home. 


