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Furthermore by joining the ‘WHSG 
Book Award’ pages on Google 
Classroom, they were able to vote for 
their favourite titles.  
As an added bit of fun, as we 
approached the voting deadline, we 
installed a “graffiti board” in the 
Library for a more impromptu voting 
session. The students’ enthusiasm 
shone through! 

 
We are delighted to announce that the 

favourite book of WHSG, 2018 is 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Competitions! 
There were four competitions to 
enter: 

1. Best Book Review 
2. Best Alternate Ending 
3. Best Cover Design 
4. Best Book-Themed Instagram 

Photo. 
 

WHSG Book Award 
Winner, 2018 

 
Back in July, 2018, we were so excited 
to launch the first Westcliff Book 
Award for all students from Year 7 to 
Year 13. We were looking to interest 
both our voracious readers and also 
those a little more reluctant. 
We shortlisted 10 books covering a 
varied selection of authors, genres 
and year groups – something for 
everyone. All students had the 
opportunity to borrow any/all of the 
books from the Library.  

THE HATE U GIVE 
By Angie Thomas 



 

2 
 

For new books and events, follow the Library at: 

@Librarywhsg     whsglibrary 

 

 

 

 

 

Competition Time 🎉 
Thank you to all the students who took part in the 

competitions. Our winners were… 

Best Book Review – LILY ANN SHARP, 7.4 

Best Alternative Ending – ZOE TELLA, 9.1 

Best Alternative Cover – PURNOTA PUSHPITA, 8.1 

All the winners each received a £10 Amazon 
voucher. Well Done!! 
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Welcome To The Library’s New  
Online Catalogue 

 

Welcome to the Library’s new home page. We have been working to bring you 

an attractive and easy-to-use Home page with links to lots of exciting features.  

The Library catalogue can be accessed in school by typing “Library “into the 

search bar. Then click on “Library Online”. Alternatively, to access the catalogue 

from any other device, enter the following address into any search engine –

http://aiscloud.uk/wst13/#!dashboard. A link is also available from the school 

website. 

 

Searching for books and other resources is easy. Specially selected reading lists 

are readily available from the “Quick Lists” option and resources helpful for your 

studies can be quickly found via the “Visual Search”. By logging on using your 

normal logins, you can reserve books, write reviews and much more. 

Further information can be found in and around the Library.

http://aiscloud.uk/wst13/%23!dashboard
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2018 National 

Poetry Day: Change 

The Winner Is Announced 
Last term, we set a challenge to enter 
the National Poetry Day competition on 
the theme of ‘Change’. All entries were 
judged by the English department. 
 
Submissions were received from across 
the year groups and all were of a very 
high standard and a range of 
interpretations. 
 
We are delighted to announce that the 
winner was May Wang, 9.4, with her 
poem ‘Home’. Second place went to Rue 
Muskett, 9.3 for ‘The Suicide of the 
Human Race’, with third place going to 
Chloe Smith of 7.4 for ‘Winter’s Rolled 
In’. 
 
We would like to congratulate everyone 
who entered the competition:  
Year 7: Semi Joshua-Omonijo (7.3) for 
‘In My Own World’, Niamh Taylor (7.3) 
for ‘Changes’, Lily-Ann Sharp (7.4) for 
‘Change’, Grace Sivabalan (7.4) for 
‘Change’, Chloe Smith (7.4) for ‘Winter’s 
Rolled In’, Fountain Ataga (7.6) for ‘Left 
Behind’, Ashwini Vakeesan (7.4) for 
‘Read’. 
Year 9: Rue Muskett (9.3) for ‘The 
Suicide of the Human Race’, May Wang 
(9.4) for ‘Home’. 
Year 10: Evie Collins (10.4) for ‘The City 
That Wrote My Story’. 
Year 11: Shreeya Sharma (11L) for ‘We 
Changed’. 

‘Home’ 
by May Wang, 9.4 
 
Our lives were collapsing, 
Under the roofs of homes, 
Bombs were dropping, 
Onto those protective domes, 
Pushing us past our safety, 
We fled in desperation, 
During the nineteen-forty, 
I still remember it in my head, 
There was no medical station, 
Missiles whistled past the dead, 
There was no hesitation, 
Our lives were clinging by a thread, 
Soldiers fired their bullets, 
People shot, though innocent, 
It was raining bullets, 
Fired by the insolent, 
Our town destroyed in a split second, 
Death followed like dominoes, 
Yet our home still beckoned, 
Come back to where you belong, 
And yet we pursued our fate, 
In an abandoned shack, 
It was eleven o eight, 
And the sweat was on our back, 
We hid under the tables, 
Praying we would survive, 
Yet I recited fables, 
Knowing I wouldn’t be alive, 
To survive the nightmarish reality, 
I wouldn’t dare to believe, 
Because now I’m in that home, 
Nineteen-ninety-seven, 
Back to the memorable home,  
That beckoned me that day. 

 
 

1st 
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‘Winter’s Rolled In’ 
by Chloe Smith, 7.4 
 

The wafting scent of apple crumble, 
As the sun’s last rays begin to stumble, 

The wind is shaking the leaves from the trees, 
A rainbow frames every one of the scenes. 

 
As the nation wakes in the morning, 

The icy breaths start rising, 
The naked trees in the field start shaking, 

And the crunchy grass starts quaking. 
 

When the country is covered in white, 
When the animals go to sleep for the night, 

And they don’t awake ’til spring, 
That’s when you know that winter’s rolled in. 

 

3rd 

‘The Suicide of the Human Race’ 
by Rue Muskett, 9.3 
 

A small dark present dropped from the sky 
It lands on the ground, a graceful ballerina 

Counting time itself 
Hell unfolds before staring eyes 

A burst of colour made of gluttonous darkness 
Its human nature 

People can’t change 
 

The rattle of machine guns chattering endlessly 
The silent roar of silver soldiers soaring through the air 

Ominous retaliation form the frenemy 
Ignorance for ignorance 

A life for a life 
Its human nature 

People can’t change 
 

Look closely and you will see, 
Behind the mask someone exactly like you and me 

Someone young, someone innocent 
Follow me and look closer 

Behind the young violent monster 
Its human nature 

People can’t change 
 

Carry on to their very soul, 
Their soul is made of the devil 

It laughs at suffering 
Rewinds at pain 
Howls at grief 

Its human nature 
People can change 

2nd 
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Text copyright ©Cliff McNish 2017 

The main reason most people read fiction is to fall in love with great characters. We can’t do without our heroes and 
heroines. Imagine Twilight without Edward and Bella? Or The Hunger Games without Katniss Everdeen? The characters 
we really yearn for are those who overcome huge odds to achieve something amazing. Below are 12 tips from award-
winning author Cliff McNish for creating fantastic heroes and heroines in your stories. 

Tip 4 – Provide at least one very powerful enemy to confront. 
Where would Roald Dahl’s Matilda be without Miss Trunchbull? Or Bella and Edward without the James clan? Great 
villains help us to identify much more strongly with heroes.  

Tip 1 – Heap huge problems on them right from the start. 
When we first meet Harry Potter, J. K. Rowling has already dumped a whole world of problems on him: his parents are 
dead, he lives on hand-me-downs, the Dursleys are nasty to him, he has a disfiguring scar – oh, and Lord Voldemort, the 
darkest and most powerful wizard in the world, is trying to kill him! Always, always get sympathy for your hero/heroine 
by giving them really big problems to deal with from the outset. The bigger the problems, the better. Plunge them into 
terrible trouble. If you do that, the reader will start desperately wanting to get them out of that trouble as well. 

Tip 3 – Give them a noble desire. 
All great heroines and heroes at some point give up something they want personally for the greater good. In Twilight 
Edward dearly wants to taste Bella’s blood. Instead he chooses to deny himself and protect her with his own life. In the 
final battle scene of Harry Potter And The Philosopher’s Stone, Voldemort offers to bring Harry Potter’s parents back if 
he’ll join him. When Harry (already half dead at this point) says no, sacrificing his most personal desire, and instead 
stands and fights because it is the right thing to do, he achieves true hero status. 

Tip 2 – Keep building up the pressure! 
In Stormbreaker, Alex Rider starts off by losing his last living relative and almost being killed in a car dumpster yard. But 
Anthony Horowitz skilfully builds the pressure from that point. He throws at Alex garrotting bikers, poisonous jellyfish 
and professional killers. By the end of the novel, the combined forces of Herod Sayle Enterprises are all trying to 
destroy him. Even if you’re writing comedy, never relent the pressure for long. Ideally each pressure event in your story 
should be bigger than the last as well, until at the end your hero/heroine is alone, facing the worst possible pressure, 
against enemies that have never looked more powerful. 

Tip 5 – Give them a sense of humour. 
We’re prepared to forgive even villains a great deal if they make us laugh. It can work doubly so for our heroes. Keep 
them seeing the amusing side no matter what happens. Plus, when they can still smile under pressure, it shows inner 
strength. 
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Tip 6 – Make them doubt themselves. 
Real heroes and heroines aren’t sure they can cope. Their self-doubt makes them more human, more 
believable. It also makes it harder for them to overcome their problems, so the triumph when they do so is even 
greater. In Twilight, Edward doubts that he can restrain himself from drinking Bella’s blood. In The Story Of 
Tracy Beaker, Tracy can’t admit to herself that she is struggling. She cries all the time, but pretends the cause is 
just hay fever. The greatest heroes are very human indeed – and that’s why we love it when they succeed. 

Tip 7 – Give them a dark side. 
Harry Potter speaks parseltongue, linking him to Voldemort. In Twilight, Edward is a real vampire with an intense 
desire to drink human blood. Tracy Beaker has so many behavioural problems that she’s constantly messing up 
her chances of happiness. We love our heroes to be struggling with powerful issues of their own – when they are 
their own worst enemies! 

Tip 8 – Have them help the defenceless and the weak. 
Real heroes constantly place themselves in danger to help others. In The Hunger Games, Katniss Everdeen 
volunteers to enter the games to save her little sister. In Lord Of The Rings, every single member of the 
Fellowship repeatedly puts his own life in danger to protect Frodo, the ringbearer. 

Tip 11 – Give them a talent. 
Harry Potter is superb at magic, especially the dark arts. In The Hunger Games, Katniss Everdeen’s gifts for 
foraging and hunting are what keep her alive. Even apparently normal Bella in Twilight discovers that she has 
the unique talent of being able to prevent vampires using their powers. We truly love our heroes/heroines to be 
unusually good at something. 

Tip 9 – Make them brave enough to overcome their worst fear. 
We love characters who are physically brave. But far more important than that is at some point your hero or 
heroine has to be brave enough to confront their worst fear and overcome it. Tracy Beaker’s greatest fear is that 
her Mum will never come back for her at the children’s home. In the end she accepts that her Mum doesn’t care 
enough about her to ever return. It’s amazingly brave of Tracy to admit that to herself. After waiting so long, it’s 
the bravest possible thing she could possibly do. What’s your hero/heroine’s worst fear? What’s the hardest 
thing for them to do? 

Tip 10 – Keep them modest. 
Sam Gamgee in Lord Of The Rings just wants to go back home to Hobbiton and lead the quiet life of a gardener. 
He never boasts, just quietly does the right thing. Keep your hero humble. As part of this, make sure they always 
have a deep regard for other people’s feelings, especially those people who are usually ignored. We love this in 
a character. 

Tip 12 – Ensure they grow as characters. 
By daring to confront Voldemort, Harry Potter becomes stronger than the schoolboy who was scared to confront 
the Dursleys at the beginning of book 1. By the end of The Secret Garden, Mary Leonard has brought happiness 
back to the family and is no longer being the selfish, spiteful girl she was at the start. By confronting their worst 
fears and their enemies they’ve become someone we can deeply admire, someone the reader wants to be 
themselves. If you do the same with the characters in your own stories, readers will love you for it. 

© Cliff McNish 
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Life as a new Year 7 
by Lily-Ann Sharp 

 
y name’s Lily-Ann and I’ve just started Year 7 at 
WHSG. I am really enjoying it here as a student, 
and am excited for what my future could be. 
 

I remember the day before I started school. All night  
I was super-scared, thoughts of the next day whirling 
round in my panicked mind. Up until now I was cool as  
a cucumber, telling everyone how excited I was, but when 
I finally tried to sleep I realised my nerves. 
 
The next day I was a bit tired, which is never good for a 
big day. I washed, dressed into my smart new uniform, 
and waved goodbye to my mum as, feeling last night’s 
nerves give way to yet more anticipation and excitement, 
I walked through the school gates and began the day. 
 
I went straight to the form room. It was different from the 
one we used for the Induction Day. There I sat, quietly, as 
my form tutor went through the register. Then it was 
time for an assembly. The Headteacher introduced 
himself and talked for a bit about how he wanted 
everyone to feel welcome at WHSG. Then we went back to 
our form rooms and did some activities to get to know 
each other, and listened to the teacher go through rules 
and how life would be at the school. 
 
A few days later, I had my first proper lesson. I think it 
was Art or History. The teacher was really nice, and 
welcomed us into the class. We had a fun first lesson. 
 
Now I’m in my fourth week here, and I’m loving how kind 
and friendly everybody is, and how interesting the 
lessons are! And, since this is a Library newspaper, I guess 
I have to say something about that too. I have loved 
coming to the Library, especially when I wasn’t so 
confident and had no friends to play with. I recently 
entered a Library poetry competition, which was fun. 
Sadly I didn’t win, but I got to read my poem out in front 
of everyone in the Library, which was awesome. 

M 

Calling All Budding Journalists… 
We are always on the lookout for students who wish to write a piece 
for the newsletter. Have an idea you wish to write about? 
Come and talk to us! 

 
The Island At The End Of Everything  

by Kiran Millwood Hargrave 

 
This book is about a girl who lives on an island full 
of ‘Touched’ people (lepers). It is based on true 
facts and all that happens is true, just from a child’s 
perspective. A girl called Ami is separated from her 
mum and her friends because she is not a leper 
and the others are. She is sent to an orphanage 
where she meets Mari. A boy from her island 
named Kidlat was also sent to the orphanage. The 
three of them set out to get back to the island of 
Culion, where they are from. They do get back but 
Ami’s mother does not survive the disease. I really 
enjoyed this book because it was interesting and I 
learned about what happened in the Philippines 
because I had never heard of Culion and I didn’t 
know about the leprosy epidemic. It also gave me 
an idea of what a child in those times might have 
been feeling. I would recommend this book 
because it has many different features that interest 
me and made me want to finish reading the book. 
It is especially good for a child to read because it’s 
from a child’s perspective and that makes it easier 
to read and understand. It also helps to increase 
your empathy skills and sense of compassion 
because you can empathise with Ami. I am very 

glad I found out about this book and read it. 

 

By Zoe Tella, 9.1 
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KNOW YOUR CLASSICS 
Find 11 words which complete either the name of a classic writer or 

the title of a classic story, using the following clues. Note that the 

symbol --- represents the missing word. The first column of the table 

will then reveal the full name of a famous Scottish poet (1759–96). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.   ‘The --- Children’ are Peter, Phyllis and Roberta, by Edith Nesbit. 

2.    --- Wilde was an Irish playwright and writer. 

3.    James --- wrote ‘Peter Pan’. 

4.    --- Blyton created ‘Noddy’ and ‘The Famous Five’. 

5.    This girl’s name is also a story written by Daphne du Maurier. 

6.    He wrote ‘The Lord of the Rings’. 

7.    Anne, Charlotte and Emily ---; one of them wrote ‘Wuthering Heights’. 

8.    ‘--- Milk Wood’, famous Welsh play by Dylan Thomas. 

9.    This Kipling is famous for ‘Kim’, not the fruit pies! 

10.  C. S. Lewis wrote this popular series. 

11.  Sir Conan Doyle is the writer of this famous detective. 

(Answers on page 16) 

1           
2           
3           
4           
5           
6           
           

7           
8           
9           

10           
11           
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Five publishing design clichés* 
 
1. Fantasy Epic  
 
How it works: 
 
The sword is the go-to visual 

element for long-running fantasy 

sagas (other choices include shields, 

dragons, crowns, and single reptilian eyes). 

It can be seen here to great effect in The Subtle Knife from Philip 
Pullman’s His Dark Materials trilogy and in George R. R. 
Martin’s Game of Thrones series. 
 
2. Female Orientated Fiction 
 
How it works: 
 
In case you were in any doubt 
as to whether publishers use 
cover design to target 
certain demographics, just 
look at how many books 
are adorned with a 
silhouetted woman’s 
head, in profile, sporting a 
bun! 
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Whether it’s magical fantasy (Kiran Millwood Hargrave’s The Girl of 
Ink and Stars), a tale of family life (Little Women  by Louisa May 
Alcott) or even classic literature (Charlotte Brontë’s Jane Eyre), this 
tried-and-tested design lets you know that this book is not for the 
boys.  

 
 
 

3. Gripping Psychological Thriller 
 
How it works: 
 
A staircase: check. Figure(s) walking up said staircase: check. The 

word ‘lies’: check. Yes, for the 

aspiring writer of ‘gripping 

psychological thrillers’ (incidentally, 

has anyone ever read a non-

gripping psychological thriller?) 

there’s only one way to go. Expect 

dark family secrets, shocking 

forgotten events and big twists.Think The Company Of Ghosts by 

Berlie Doherty and The Screaming Staircase by Jonathan Stroud. 

 

4. Bestselling Adult Airport Novel 
 
How it works: 
 
If there’s one thing every self-respecting blockbuster novel needs on 
its cover, it’s a silhouetted man (usually) with his back to the reader, 
walking away, alone. 
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It's a style that tells you, with all the subtlety of a sledgehammer, 

that the book’s 

protagonist is likely to 

be a maverick who 

doesn’t play by the 

rules and does things 

his own way. 

Examples include 
James Patterson (Maximum Ride), Lee Child (just about any of his 
Jack Reacher series) and Linwood Barclay (Broken Promise). 
 

5. Heavyweight Literary Fiction 
 
How it works: 
 
If you’re courting newspaper reviewers and prize judges with your 

latest slab of literary genius, you can’t go wrong with big, bold, 

typography – if nothing else, it’ll ensure that no one is in any doubt 

whatsoever who the author is. 

It’s a refined and classy look, deliberately avoiding stock 

photography and illustration in favour of a more abstract design. 

Bonus points if your title contains two words. 

Some textbook examples come from Vikram Seth (A Suitable Boy), 
Zadie Smith (White Teeth) and 
Hilary Mantel (Wolf Hall). 
 
 

 

 

*With thanks to The BBC Arts  
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FOCUS ON… 

Recommended reading for  
WELLBEING 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All of the above are available to borrow from the Library now 
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So just why are books banned? We should be able to read whatever 
we want, shouldn’t we? Well, believe it or not, not every country 
shares the same privileges as we do here in the UK. 

In the Library, we actively promote reading without censorship, meaning 
you can read whatever you want, without judgement or fear of reproach 
or reprisal. You, the reader, are given responsibility for deciding if a 
book is suitable for you. 

In other countries, and surprisingly this includes the USA, the State or 
communities ban books for a variety of reasons, usually sex, gender, 
politics or religion. 

Governments and political regimes might also use book bans as a way of 
controlling the population, steering them away, or even towards, certain 
ways of thinking.  

Various regimes around the world have chosen to demonise books they 
feel have been written criticising their regime, often seen as unpatriotic 
or revolutionary. 

In May 1933, Nazi students burned books viewed as ‘anti-national’, 
‘reactionary’ and ‘Un-German’ – quite often this meant Jewish texts. This 
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was part of their belief in the need to purge and purify Germany from 
‘degenerates’, promoting German values. 

The Harry Potter series is a hugely successful worldwide phenomenon, but it 
has been banned by various countries and communities around the world 
for its references to witchcraft and sorcery, which are variously viewed as 
anti-Catholic, being ‘contrary to Islamic values’ in the United Arab 
Emirates (where it is banned from schools), and ‘acquaint[ing] people with 
evil, wizardry, the occult and demonology’ (Greek Orthodox). 

When J.K. Rowling announced, ‘I always thought of Dumbledore as gay’, 
Linda Harvey, the President of Mission America, questioned whether it 
would be ‘perfectly appropriate for the headmaster of any school to be 
homosexual?’ 

The tradition of Banned Books Week began in the USA in 1982 as an 
awareness campaign by the American Library Association and Amnesty 
International celebrating the freedom to read, drawing attention to 
banned or challenged books, and highlighting authors who have been 
persecuted for their work. 

In 1988, The Satanic Verses by Salman Rushdie was published in the UK. It 
provoked a virulent backlash from members of the Muslim community 
who accused Rushdie of blasphemy. In 1989, the Ayatollah Khomeini of 
Iran issued a fatwa (a ruling for his death) against Rushdie, who had to go 
into hiding. Outbreaks of violence, bombings and killings also took place  
in protest over its publication. 

To read more about Banned Books Week, go to 
www.bannedbooksweek.org 

Sources 
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/book-burning, accessed 23.10.18 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_debates_over_the_Harry_Potter_series, accessed 
23.10.18 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Satanic_Verses_controversy, accessed 02.11.18 
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Be one of our 
 “Top Readers”, 

 borrow lots! 

Remember…….Ssh
hhhhhhhhh 

The Library is a 
QUIET ZONE 

Quiz Answers 
 

1 R A I L W A Y   

2 O S C A R     

3 B A R R I E    

4 E N I D      

5 R E B E C C A   

6 T O L K I E N   

          

7 B R O N T E    

8 U N D E R     

9 R U D Y A R D   

10 N A R N I A    

11 S H E R L O C K  

 
 


