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Chris Russell Author Visit
Musician and novelist
As part of World Book Day in March, the Library was delighted
to welcome musician and novelist Chris Russell to WHSG as the
first author visit of the school’s Centenary year.

Inside this issue:
1.

Chris Russell
Author Visit

5.

Genre Alphabet
(continued…)

8.

Shelf Help

9.

Celebrating 100
Years Of Fiction

11. Quiz
12. Time For
Something
Different
13. The Library
Online
14. Mrs Stennett
Retires
15. The Library
16. Sixth Form:
Super-curricular
activities

1

As a musician and a novelist,
Chris was also a first for a
WHSG Library author visit.
Bringing along his electric
guitar, which he played
unplugged, he delighted and
amused Year 8 with his
presentation ‘You Have To Start
Somewhere’, filled with songs,
photos, Q&As, a quiz and
complete with a rock star leap!
Beginning with a crowdwarming medley of well-known
songs, ending with One
Direction’s ‘Shut Up and Dance’,
Chris went on to explain his
journey into music with his best
friend George, busking in
Edinburgh, touring with their
band The Lightyears, writing a
fanzine for One Direction,
leading on to writing his own
books based on his experiences
of fans and life in a band.

For new books and events, follow the Library at:
@Librarywhsg

whsglibrary

Chris and George first met in
English at the age of 13, finding
they shared a love of books,
films, tv and 80s rock band Bon
Jovi. (Cue 1980s Bon Jovi photo
and Chris’ rendition of ‘Living
On A Prayer’.) Seeing Bon Jovi
play Wembley Stadium in front
of a crowd of more than 90,000
inspired them to dream of
making music their careers too.

Forming a band with
George, Chris described
how they started playing
gigs in village halls as
teenagers, adding their
friend Alan as their
drummer (a violinist, but
with a great haircut!) and
then Ben, a guitarist.
After university (Chris
studied English and
Drama), they decided to
pursue their dream and
make music their career. It
was a long journey, starting
with busking at the
Edinburgh Festival, but
finally they achieved their
dream of playing at
Wembley Stadium in 2009
as The Lightyears.
Being in a band and
touring the world gave
Chris the perfect insight into
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life in a band, which he
used when he landed his
plum job ghost writing One
Direction’s fanzine.
The next logical step was
to follow some good advice
to ‘write what you know’,
which led to his first book
‘Songs About A Girl’, a
trilogy about teenage
photographer Charlie
Bloom and her relationship
with the band Fire & Lights.
All in all, the general
consensus by staff and
students was that Chris’
visit was a number 1 hit.
With a lunchtime book
signing – we sold EVERY
copy of ‘Songs About A
Girl’ – and a lyric-writing
session, the day was jampacked, high-octane fun.
Thank you Chris!!
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“‘Songs About A Girl’
is more than music,
it’s about growing up,
dealing with issues
that others face every
day, it’s about
becoming a stronger
person for yourself
and never giving up
on your dream.”

A discussion about writing lyrics
Following on from his presentation
in the morning, Chris spent period
4 with a group of Year 8s
discussing writing lyrics.
The girls shared lyrics, poems
and stories they had written, some
bravely singing their own songs.
Chris commented he was very
impressed not only with the
standard of their writing, but also
the range of subjects they covered
and the styles they had used.
This reinforced his earlier advice
to ‘write what you know’ because,
as he explained, writing from your
own experiences and emotions
makes for a more realistic and
believable outcome.
He sang Ed Sheeran’s ‘Castle On
The Hill’ to illustrate this; a song

evoking memories of Ed Sheeran’s
childhood and home town, becoming
anthemic because of its chorus.
Proving the point that a song can be
about anything, Chris said he once
wrote a song about his house burning
down – rock ’n’ roll!

The day we had lunch with Chris Russell
Bella Rawson, Year 13
Having been a fan of Chris
Russell for some time now,
hearing he was coming to the
Library was incredibly exciting!
The Library very kindly invited
me and Riya to have lunch
with him, and we discussed
everything from university to
how he came to write the
books, all whilst enjoying
some falafel.
It was a fantastic experience
and very interesting to hear
about his creative process and
what inspired the books I’ve
enjoyed for so long. I’m very
jealous of the year 8s who got
to listen to his presentation
earlier in the day!
Since this is my final year at
WHSG, I’ll be sad to no longer
be able to meet all the
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fantastic authors that come
into the school. But I’ve got to
admit, getting to meet Chris
and have him sign my
(admittedly tragically damaged)
copy of ‘Songs About A Girl’ will
definitely go down on my list of
my favourite moments!
Thank you so much for the
opportunity!
Riya Patel, Year 13
After having read ‘Songs About
A Girl’ in Year 9, I became a big
fan of Chris Russell. My friend
and I were extremely lucky to
be given the opportunity to
have lunch with him. It was an
amazing experience as I got to
learn about what inspired him
to write this fantastic book
series and about his music. The
best part was definitely having
my book signed and a photo
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with him as well as the amazing food
the Library staff prepared. The Library
at Westcliff has always been my
favourite part of the school and will
be one of the things I will miss most
about it! I also want to thank the
Library staff who work so hard to
organise these amazing author visits.
I’m sad that I won’t be there for
future book signings!

Student feedback about the day
Judging from the feedback from Year 8, author day was a huge success!
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So, let’s look at some more genres. Reading a type of book that you are unfamiliar with can, sometimes,
be a little uncomfortable and intimidating. However, that is not always a bad thing. What is the worst
that can happen? Your fears turn out to be correct and you choose something else…or do they? Perhaps
something here will pique your interest.

P

Q

is for Plays

A play is a type of literature written by
a playwright consisting of dialogue
and/or singing between characters,
intended to be performed rather than
read. William Shakespeare is probably
the most famous playwright and his
plays were written specifically to be
performed on stage. However,
sometimes a play starts out as a novel
and is then rewritten with dialogue and
stage directions, for example “The Kite
Runner” by Khaled Hosseini and “War
Horse” by Michael Morpurgo.
There are many different types of plays,
including comedies, tragedies, historical
dramas and farces. Musical productions
have songs to help explain the story
and move the ideas of the story along.
For example “Matilda” by Roald Dahl
and “Cats” based on the poems “Old
Possum’s Book Of Practical Cats”
by T.S. Eliot.
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is for Quick Reads

Although not strictly a genre, those of
you who are time poor, may like to try a
“Quick Read”. Launched by the Reading
Agency in 2006, “Quick Reads” are
engaging, diverse and short books
written by bestselling authors. The aim of
these particular books is to encourage
reading in those who find the thought of
reading a large novel difficult. As such,
they are a prefect entry point to
encourage reading for pleasure. These
books can be found shelved in the Sixth
Form section of the Library.

R

is for Realism

This is one of the most popular genres
in the Library. Realism fiction consists
of stories that could have actually
occurred to people or animals in a
believable setting. These stories
resemble real life and the fictional
characters within these stories react
similarly to real people. Sometimes the
realism portrayed, and language used,
in these novels can be challenging.
However, these novels allow an insight
into the lives of people which are
different to ourselves.
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S

is for Science Fiction

Sometimes called
“Sci-Fi”, this genre typically
deals with futuristic themes
such as advanced science and
technology, space exploration,
time travel and alien life. It
has become popular and
influential across the world
and can sometimes be used to
criticise present-day society.
The “Uglies” series by Scott
Westerfeld questions the
meaning of beauty,
individuality and betrayal.
“Maximum Ride” by James
Patterson tells the story of
a gang of teenagers who have
wings and can fly. A dream
come true? Sometimes you have
to be careful what you wish
for...Philip K. Dick was a
prolific science fiction
writer whose books were made
into Hollywood blockbusters.
“Do Androids Dream Of Electric
Sheep” became “Blade Runner”
starring Harrison Ford,
whereas “Total Recall”
starring Arnold Schwarzenegger
was loosely based on his short
story “We Can Remember It For
You Wholesale”.
For classics of the genre, get
hold of “Fahrenheit 451” by
Ray Bradbury, “The War Of The
Worlds” by H.G. Wells and
Aldous Huxley’s “A Brave New
World”.
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T

is for Translating (Harry Potter)

Ok, so not a genre either! But really
interesting, never the less.
The Harry Potter series is the most
translated series of all time with the first
book having been translated into over 76
languages. This includes languages as diverse
as Azerbaijani, Khmer and Malayalam as well
as dead languages such as Latin and Ancient
Greek. However, translating the stories has
had its challenges due to J.K. Rowling’s
clever use of the pronouns she invented for
her characters and her use of anagrams.
Take “Dumbledore” for example. Polish
translators made the decision not to
translate the names of main characters.
Dumbledore’s origin is noted by J.K. Rowling
as from “Albus”, the Latin for white, while
“Dumbledore” is an old word for bumblebee,
(Rowling imagined Albus Dumbledore as
someone who hummed while he moved
about). So this information was lost on its
Polish readers. In some cases, attempts at
preserving Rowling’s wordplay resulted in
giving the characters entirely new traits. In
the Italian, Albus Dumbledore is translated
as “Albus Silente” – a misreading of the
“dumb” in Dumbledore to mean “silent” –
the opposite of the humming bee Rowling
intended.
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Another aspect of the complexity of the
task of translating is the fact that some of
the character names only became highly
important further down the line of the
story (bearing in mind that the translators
were not privy to any future storylines).
The biggest example of this is Tom
Riddle/Voldemort.
When Tom Marvolo Riddle’s name was
revealed as an anagram for “I am Lord
Voldemort” in the second book, translators
had to come up with some pretty
interesting manoeuvres to massage an
anagram out of whatever name they had
given Voldemort in book one. The most
popular method used was to use a creative
middle name. The French used the name
“Tom Elvis Jedusor” which joyfully
translated as “Je suis Voldemort”. So the
translator’s job when translating fantasy
literature is not a straightforward one if
you wish to retain the author’s intent.
However, when you are dealing with an
author as inventive as J.K. Rowling, the
translators face even more distinctive
challenges. All this in the face of a captive,
worldwide audience, too. No pressure,
then!
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U

is for Unexpected

The joy of reading sometimes, is not
knowing what will happen next or
the novel taking an unexpected
turn of events. “Rebecca” by Daphne
du Maurier is a case in point. You
would expect Rebecca to be the main
character in the book. However, this
turns out to be the narrator who
remains unnamed throughout the
book. As the plot unfolds, you are
lulled into believing Rebecca to be a
famous beauty and, on the surface,
a devoted wife and perfect hostess.
Actually she was a compulsive liar
and an openly promiscuous woman
who tormented her husband.
Unexpected twists are revealed right
until the end of the novel. An
exciting and riveting read.
“Black Beauty” is one of the most
best-selling books of all time. The
book is unexpectedly narrated in
the first person by the titular horse
Black Beauty, recalling his carefree
days as a colt through to his
difficult life pulling cabs in London.
It ends with his retirement in the
country. When published, it was seen
as instrumental in changing the
law with regards to the treatment of
horses and the abolition of cruel
practices in Victorian times. While
forthrightly teaching animal
welfare, it also teaches how to treat
people with kindness, sympathy and
respect.
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Why children’s Celebrating 100 years of fiction
classics are still so popular
As we celebrate the school’s centenary year,
it’s a good time to reflect on the last 100 years
of children’s fiction and just why the children’s
classics are still so popular. Indeed, just what
makes a children’s book a classic?

Do we love Winnie the Pooh because Disney
turned him into a cute and lovable character or is
it something more than that? For many adults
stories like Winnie the Pooh evoke treasured
childhood memories, a powerful emotion which
they want their own children to experience.
Many of our classic stories date from what is
referred to as the ‘golden age’ of children’s
literature, from around the 1880s to the early
1900s, which saw a surge in writing for children.
Prior to this point, children’s books had mainly
been written to instruct children on morals and
behaviour according to religious principles.
The introduction of compulsory
education for 5–10 year olds and
the invention of large-scale
manufacturing (including printing)
around 1880 opened a market of
approximately three million newlyliterate children hungry for stories.
As Victorian Britain also
commanded an empire spanning a
quarter of the globe, the sources
for children’s stories were infinite.
Early stories were heavily laden
with illustrations to be more
Written in 1901, appealing to children. Beatrix
A Tale of Peter
Potter painted all the illustrations
Rabbit still
for her stories, based on the wild
retains its
animals in her garden in the Lake
charm
District. Whereas in Rudyard
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Kipling’s ‘The Jungle Book’
we meet the more exotic
characters of Mowgli, Shere
Khan, Baloo and Bagheera,
providing excitement
and danger.
Other favourites from this
time include ‘Alice in
Wonderland’ (1865, which
has never been out of print!), He might be 94
‘The Wind in the Willows’
years old, but who
doesn't have a
(1908), ‘The Secret Garden’
soft spot for this
(1911) and ‘Winnie the Pooh’
lovable bear?
(1926).
After the horrors of WWII, books tended
to promote ‘wholesome’ values, where good
triumphed over evil, kindness and empathy
(such as ‘Charlotte’s Web, 1954) creating a
feeling of safety. Ironically, George Orwell
wrote his seminal work ‘1984’ (1949) – a
terrifying dystopian future, introducing the
world to ‘Big Brother is watching you’.
The 1950s and ’60s saw the rise of the
trilogy and book series in which authors
created, developed and explored characters,
landscapes and plotlines across several books.
The heavyweight of this time has to be J.R.R.
Tolkien’s ‘Lord of the Rings’ trilogy, a
monumental work which gave us the world of
Middle Earth, Hobbits, Dwarves, Elves, Orcs
and Men – and dragons! – as well as more
than 15 new languages and dialects. Others
who have since followed in Tolkien’s
footsteps are C.S. Lewis (Chronicles of Narnia
series), Terry Pratchett (Disc World series)
and J.K. Rowling (Harry Potter series).
The 1950s also saw many new voices,
including previously unheard women’s
stories, emerge from the Civil Rights
movement in America, the newlyindependent countries of the British Empire
and the ‘Windrush’ generation in Britain.

For new books and events, follow the Library at:
@Librarywhsg

whsglibrary

Drawing on past experiences of slavery and
prejudice, there was a deluge of previouslycensored subjects, many quickly becoming
modern classics: Maya Angelou’s ‘I Know Why
The Caged Bird Sings’ (1969), Mildred Taylor’s
‘Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry’ (1976) Alice
Walker’s ‘The Color Purple’ (1982) and Malorie
Blackman’s ‘Noughts & Crosses’ (2001) to
name a few.
As young people became increasingly
engaged with social issues and politics, authors
wrote about social issues which directly
affected children and teenagers, giving rise the
now hugely-lucrative market known as Young
Adult fiction. S.E. Hinton’s ‘The Outsider’ (1967)
is credited as being the first of this genre, and
WHSG girls will most certainly know the work
of Judy Blume, including ‘Are You There God?
It’s Me, Margaret’ (1970) and ‘Forever’ (1975).

From the page to the silver screen
The popularity of YA fiction has extended its
fan base for children’s writers, with a large
percentage of adults also enjoying their books.
This has led to the film world re-evaluating
children’s books and YA fiction as sources for
cinema. Children’s classics such as Michael
Morpurgo’s WWI classic ‘War Horse’ (1982) and
Roald Dahl’s ‘Matilda’ (1988) have both
successfully made the transition into both film
and theatre productions, with ‘War Horse’

J.K. Rowling very
cleverly created
magic spells which
have moved into our
everyday language.
Just beware the
avada kedavra!!

breaking new ground in theatre
with its incredibly realistic
puppetry.
When Peter Jackson was
looking to film ‘The Lord Of The
Rings’ trilogy, he founded WETA
Workshops in New Zealand so he
could create the props exactly
how he envisioned them. Disney
has taken the books beyond the
Matilda was one of
Quentin Blake’s most
silver screen and created theme
park attractions, and of course in popular creations
the UK we have “The Making Of Harry Potter”
experience in Watford for all things Harry Potter.
In the 1990s, the children’s market turned
towards darker subjects with horror stories and the
tales of the paranormal becoming increasingly
popular such as R.L. Stine’s Goosebumps series,
J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter series (1997), Stephanie
Meyer’s ‘Twilight’ saga (2005). Suzanne Collins’
‘The Hunger Games’ (2008) also reignited an
interested in dystopian fiction.
In the late 1990s poet Ted Hughes and Michael
Morpurgo came up with the idea of a Children’s
Laureate, an advocate for good quality books and
illustrations. Quentin Blake, the much-loved
illustrator of Roald Dahl’s books became the first.
Each Laureate held the position for two years.
Children’s fiction was in safe hands, with literary
heavyweights such as Anne Fine, Michael
Morpurgo, Jacqueline Wilson, Michael Rosen,
Anthony Browne, Julia Donaldson, Malorie
Blackman, Chris Riddell, Lauren Child and the
current Laureate Cressida Cowell.
So a classic children’s book doesn’t need to be
old, just timeless, bridging the gap between
childhood and adulthood…a forever favourite. Is it
easier to watch the film than read the book?
Probably. However, reading the book ensures a
complete enjoyment of the narrative and a total
engagement of the imagination, offering a richness
of language, character and plot rather than an
edited version according to someone else’s taste.

Sources:
Mangan, Lucy ‘What Makes A Classic?, http://www.theguardian.com/books/2011/oct/enduring-love, accessed 31.01.20
TeamEpicReads, ‘A Brief History Of Young Adult Books’, http://www.epicreads.com/blog/a-brief-history-of-young-adultbooks, accessed 06.02.20
Watson, Victor ‘What Makes A Children’s Classic?’, http://booksforkeeps.co.uk/issue/71/childrens-books/articles/otherarticles/what-makes-a-children%E2%80%99s-classic, accessed 05.02.20
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A World Tour of Authors
First solve the clues below the grid in order to find the surnames/first names of 10
authors born in different countries. Then fill the grid with your answers (horizontally).
Finally, the green boxes should reveal the full name of a 19th-century French author who
wrote ‘Les Misérables’ and ‘The Hunchback of Notre Dame’ (vertically). Get your pen
ready and have fun!

1. ‘A Boy Called Hope’ was written by the Dutch author Lutz - - - / - - - 2. Japanese Kazuo ---------------- wrote ‘Never Let Me Go’
3. This 16th-century Spanish writer is famous for ‘Don Quixote’
4. ‘War & Peace’ and ‘Anna Karenina’ are stories by a Russian author, Leo - - - - - - 5. A Hungarian Baroness wrote ‘The Scarlet Pimpernel’

7. One of Jenny ------ ’s popular books is called ‘The Summer I Turned Pretty’
8. ‘Boys On The Brain’ and ‘Star Crazy Me!’ are some of Jean------- ’s popular English novels
9. South African Linzi----------- wrote ‘The Year The Gypsies Came’
10. ‘Every Hidden Thing’ which tells a story about dinosaurs is by Canadian Kenneth - - - - -
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Answers on page 14

6. ‘Midnight’s Children’, set during India’s independence, is by Salman - - - - - - -

Lockdown doesn’t mean you can’t have fun…here’s
a few ideas to get you started…

Get arty

Exercise with
Joe Wicks
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SNUGgle UP with a book, or
read to a yoUNGer sibling
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The Library
Online Catalogue
Welcome to the Library’s home page. The Library catalogue can be accessed in
school by going to “student.whsg.info”. Then click on “Library”. Alternatively, to
access the catalogue from any other device, enter the following address into any
search engine – http://aiscloud.uk/wst13/#!dashboard. A link is also available
from the school website. Login using your normal login details to your Library
account.

Searching for books and other resources is easy. Specially selected reading lists
are readily available from the “Quick Lists” option and resources helpful for your
studies can be quickly found via the “Visual Search”. By logging on using your
normal logins, you can reserve books, write reviews and much more. Further
information can be found in and around the Library.
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We say goodbye to Mrs Stennett
In March, we said our
fond goodbyes to
Librarian Mrs Stennett,
a much-loved and longstanding member of the
WHSG family.
Mrs Stennett has been
at WHSG for over 14 years
and retired to spend time
with her husband.
Using her creative flair,
she has put together
some amazing displays
over the years and been
involved in many school
productions.
Within the Library, she
has been instrumental in
ensuring the stock is up
to date and relevant to the
curriculum, has hosted
many authors, and always

put the needs of the
students first, maintaining
an atmosphere of calm
and peaceful study for
everyone.
Mrs Stennett loves to
sew and makes many of
her own clothes. She is
a huge fan of Liberty’s in
London, and Dr Hayman
presented her with a
collection of Liberty’s
vouchers and flowers
from staff to wish her
well.
She was overwhelmed
to receive so many cards
and good wishes from
staff and students alike
and will be sorely missed
by Mrs Giles and Mrs
Guthrie in the Library.

Catch Me Reading Prize
Due to the school shutdown,
we will postpone this term’s
draw until we return to school
again in September.

* * * *
‘Catch Me reading’ is a literacy
initiative whereby students
‘caught’ reading outside of
lesson times are entered into a
termly prize draw. The prize of
a £10 Amazon voucher is
presented by Dr Hayman at the
end of each term.
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THE LIBRARY

Please take
conversations
outside

Switch
mobile
phones to
silent mode

Do not
bring food
into the
Library

…or drinks
apart from
water

Thank you
Use your Library; you’ll miss it
when you leave!
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Applying to university? Use ‘super’-curricular
activities to stand out from the crowd
In these uncertain times, how can you
ensure you will stand out from the crowd
when you apply to your chosen university?
Not to be confused with ‘extra-curricular’
activities (i.e. an activity, such as a sport,
you undertake outside your regular
curriculum subjects), super-curricular
activities take the subjects you are
studying – or hoping to study at university
– further, beyond your studies.
Aside from your predicted grades, your
UCAS application needs to demonstrate
two things: 1. your enthusiasm and
curiosity for your chosen subject; and 2.
your capacity to study independently. This
is where wider reading is essential and
should form part of a lifelong commitment
to ongoing professional development.
Wider reading won’t help you answer
specific exam questions, but will deepen
your understanding of the syllabus and
give you a broader knowledge of your
chosen subject, beyond the curriculum.
Wider reading also helps: develop your
critical thinking skills (useful for EPQ
research); absorb and understand new
information and concepts; make inferences
and consider ideas from multiple angles,
as well as challenge assumptions, think of
counter-arguments or uncover
weaknesses in arguments; all invaluable
for admission assessments or interviews.
Make notes and give yourself time to
pause for reflection while reading or
watching podcasts. Share and discuss your
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ideas with other students and teachers to
further your understanding which may also
prove useful at interview.
Keep up to date with current affairs by
reading the news daily, particularly where it
affects your chosen career path.
Remember: top universities are looking
for students who are both academically
excellent and have a broad base of
knowledge, who will join their societies and
participate fully in university life.
Use the Library’s UCAS Personal
Statement Recommended Reading quick
list (see below) on the Library catalogue as
a starting point.
Read as much as you can to give yourself
the edge to stand out from the crowd.
Good Luck!
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