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Time to prove just how much
you love your library with our
quiz!
1. What is the name of the section in the
library at Hogwarts that requires you to
have a note from a teacher to take books
out?
A The enclosed section
B The restricted section
C The banned section

Genre Alphabet
E is for Elephant
This, of course, isn’t a genre, but the
number of books starring elephants is
surprising. Rachel Campbell-Johnson’s
The Child Elephant features child guerrilla
fighters, and Kate DiCamillo’s The
Magician’s Elephant tells the magical
story of a fortune teller, an orphan and
………..an elephant. Try the best animal
stories of all time in Rudyard Kipling’s
Just So Stories and find out how the
elephant got his trunk.

Continued on page2
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D The off limits section
2. The librarian in Jordan College gives
something to Lyra, but what is it?
A A pocket watch
B A knife
C An alethiometer
D Some dust
3. In the Worst Witch Strikes Again Mildred
is sent out of a chanting lesson as she
cannot
stop laughing.
gets1 caught out
Continued
from She
page
of lesson and is sent to the library by
whom?
A Miss Cackle

Continued from page 1

F is for Fantasy

A Miss Cackle
B Miss Bat
C Miss Hardbroom
D Miss Gimlett
4. Which of Roald Dahl’s characters loves going
to the library to read as much as they can;
including Moby-Dick and a constitutional law
book?
A The BFG
B Mrs Twit
C Fantastic Mr Fox
D Matilda Wormwood
5. Each book in A Series of Unfortunate Events
includes a library which contains books based
on the preferences, hobbies, and interests of
the person who owns it. But which character’s
library would have books about reptiles?
A Uncle Monty
B Justice Strauss
C Aunt Josephine
D Madame Lulu
6. In the Curious Incident of the Dog in the
Night Time, Christopher spends some time in
his school library studying for which A-level
exam?
A English
B Biology
C IT
D Maths

Answers on page 7
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In last term’s newsletter, we
already mentioned The Hobbit.
However any book by Alan Garner
draws on myths and folklore of his
native county of Cheshire. His first
novel, The Weirdstone of
Brisingamen is a fantasy novel set
on the Edge in Alderley Edge,
Cheshire. It tells the story of two
children, Colin and Susan, who
possess a small tear-shaped jewel
held in a bracelet, the
“Weirdstone” of the title.
Jonathon Stroud’s Bartimaeus
Trilogy is a lighter styled fantasy,
beginning with The Amulet of
Samarkand. For an affectionate
and very funny send up of the
genre, read Terry Pratchett’s
Discworld books.

G is for “Girl’s” Books’
Of course, girls can read anything
they like! But “girls” books is
useful shorthand to cover any
book that deals with school life,
friendships, boyfriends. Sadly,
Louise Renniston died recently.
She wrote a range of very funny
“real life” books – Angus, Thongs
and Full-Frontal Snogging,
Withering Tights. Cathy Cassidy is
also a popular writer for girls. Her
Cherry Crush series flies off the
Library shelves as does the
Chocolate Box series. Also take a
look at Jean Ure and Judy Blume.

H is for Horror
Darren Shan is the master of horror
at its blood curdling best. Peer into
the Demonata series for tales of
hungry demons and howling
werewolves. Looking for something
more adult? Prepare to be scared by
Stephen King or Bram Stoker.
Remember to leave the lights
on…………………

an anime -Japanese styled
animation. In Japan, Manga is huge!
You can visit Manga museums,
Manga Cafés and Theme Parks. Some
well-liked series are Dragon ball,
Naruto and Bleach. Don’t forget to
start reading from the back!

K is for Kings and Queens
I is for Illness
At the moment, this genre is so
popular that it is sometimes called
“sick-lit”. Books dealing with
terminal illness abound. The Fault
in Our Stars by John Green is the
most famous but others include
Before I Die by Jenny Downham,
Life on the Refrigerator Door by Alice
Kuipers . A prize winning example
of this genre that is guaranteed to
make you cry is A Monster Calls by
Patrick Ness.

J is for Japan
Japan originated the Manga style of
comic books. “Manga” is a Japanese
word referring both to comics and
cartooning. In Japan, people of all
ages read Manga.
Manga can cover a wide range of
genres including action-adventure,
comedy, detective, and science
fiction. A manga series may become
popular enough that it is made into
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If you like historical fiction, try the
“My Story” series (Lower School
Fiction, F MY). These are short books
set in all periods of history from
ancient Egypt to World War II. For a
longer read, try The Grace Cavendish
series. Lady Grace Cavendish is a
fictional detective written in the times
of Elizabeth I. For an alternative, try
Mary Hooper (At the Sign of the
Sugared Plum).

L is for Love Stories
Nicholas Sparks’ bestselling book The
Notebook is loved by millions of adult
and teenage readers. The book was
made in to a film starring Ryan
Gosling and Rachel McAdam in 2004.
For fluffy romance, try Sue Limb
(Flirting for England) or Cathy
Hopkins (Mates, Dates series).

To be Continued…………..

Cathy Brett visits the Library
Last term, Cathy Brett, author and illustrator, visited the Library as part of our
World Book Day celebrations. Cathy led a talk with year 7 and art workshops with
selected older students. During a break in proceedings, Cathy agreed to be
interviewed by year 8 student, Tracy Agidi. Their conversation went something like
this……….

What were you like at school?
Shy and very quiet

Did you already show artistic talent?
Yes. It was probably the only subject I was
any good at. I struggled with everything else

Which writers and artists inspire you?
There are so many, it’s impossible to choose.
I’m inspired by other creative people too,
like film-makers, animators, song-writers…
school pupils! Every day I come across
another inspirational artist doing awesome
work.
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What research do you do? Mind maps, brain
storm?
It depends on the project, but I’m always
making sort of visual mind maps in my
sketchbook. I’m always researching too.
Sometimes online, sometimes by making
visits, occasionally by interviewing people or
trying things out for myself.

What is the hardest thing about writing?
Editing, because you often have to cut stuff
that took ages to write!

What advice would you give to your younger
self?
Don’t worry so much about what other people
think of you. The people that matter love you
and everyone feels the same fear,
embarrassment and nervousness as you, even
if they don’t show it.
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What is your favourite book and why?
The Remains of the Day by Kazoo Ishiguro.
Every sentence is so beautifully crafted and
apparently simple. It’s almost perfect.

What was your favourite book to write and
why?
Ember Fury, because it was my first
publication. But I enjoyed Scarlett Dedd,
which made me laugh more.
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Students
Review
Scarlett Dedd
by Cathy Brett
Scarlett Dedd" is a great read
for teens and is not your usual
girly style of book.
Scarlett loves horror movies
and making new ones with her
friends JP, Taz, Rip & Physco.
She finds herself dead and all
she wants is her friends back
to help her through the tough
times. Her also dead family
don't make being a ghost any
easier. Is killing her friends the
best way to stop herself from
being lonely? Or are there
friends out there who know
just how she is feeling?
Alice Yeomans, 7.3

The Lie Tree
by Frances
Hardinge
The Lie Tree is by
Frances Hardinge, who
is an amazing author.
Her new book “The Lie
Tree” has recently won
the Costa Book Award
which is an amazing
achievement.
I would recommend The
Lie Tree because it’s
such a gripping book
and the story is just
fantastic. Without giving
too much away, The Lie
Tree is based around a
mysterious tree that
when you tell enough
lies to it, it will grow a
fruit that tells you a
secret. The age group
this is meant for is teen
into adults. The cover of
the book is very
interesting as it shows
the mysterious tree and
a little girl next to it. On
the front there is also a
quote that says 'there is

no such thing as a little
white lie'. This makes you
want to read on and know
why she put that on the
front of the book. This is
an amazing book and I
think you all should try it
out.
Emily Yorke-Wade, 7.2
If you wish to have a
review published in the
Library newsletter, please
send your submission to
library@whsg.info.
Remember you can
review books, films,
magazines or an event
you have attended!

1B, 2C, 3C, 4D, 5A, 6D
Quiz answers:
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The Day I met Holly Smale………..by Mrs Vandermolen
During February Half Term, I took myself off to the “Imagination” arts festival
at London’s Southbank. Holly Smale was giving a talk and I wanted to hear
what she had to say as her books are SO popular with our readers. I bagged a
front row seat and Holly explained how she had always been a strong feminist,
admiring tough and comedic women characters. Her mum used to read “Keats”
and “Tennyson” as bedtime stories to her so her love of reading and the English
Language began. At 15, Holly was recruited by a London model agency, but
hated life as a model. At university, Holly studied English Literature and went
on to be an English teacher in Japan. “Geek Girl” was not an overnight success
and wasn’t published until Holly was 30, having been re-written and re-written.
Her characters were inspired from the model world, her former boss, Annabel
and her husband, Richard. Harriet’s red hair came from Louise Rennison’s
character, Georgia Nicholson(Confessions of Georgia Nicholson). “Geek Girl”
has changed Holly’s life. She has bought a house and can now take time off to
travel. When her sixth book is finished, Holly is taking 6 months off. Her
advice for budding authors is to keep writing and writing. “Write the first three
chapters of a novel and submit them to a publisher who represents that genre of
work i.e. Young Adult Fiction. Look in “Writers and Artists” yearbook for
details of publishing houses. Keep writing and anything is possible!” For the
future, “Geek Girl” may be made into a film and when Holly returns from her
travels, a new heroine is planned. “Head Over Heels”, the fifth instalment in the
Harriet Manners series is published on 7th April and out in paperback in
October.

Holly Smale interviewed by
Gemma Cairney, Radio 1 presenter
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