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Extract from:
Feathers To A Doubtful Wind
Evie Collins, 9.1
To stand there with them
and cry, laugh, leap was
to be freed from a past.
I knew that all too well.
In that moment, we were the freedom
amidst a sea of turf, outstretched and
enticing
and littered with many a bird’s fluttering
feather
(and we were those feathers.)
To stand there with them,
to cry, laugh, leap joyously, to fly
Into the glowing unknown
Extract from:
Freedom is
Lujain Khan, 8.1

This year the National Poetry Day
theme was “Freedom” which led to
some very emotional entries. The
overall winner was Evie Collins, 9.4
with runner-up Lujain Khan, 8.1. The
winners were chosen by the English
Department. Here are 2 extracts from
their work:

1

When the skin of a banana is peeled
When a terrible wound has healed
When one steps out into the air
When mum accomplished brushing
your hair
The end of an earthquake
Or a cunning jailbreak
When you have completed the last exam
and you can rest,
Or when you have finished getting
dressed

FOCUS
ON……

HISTORY

All of the above are available to borrow from the Library now
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Essex Book Awards Launch, 2018
On Tuesday 17th October, 9 book-loving students and Mrs Vandermolen went to
Great Baddow High School for the launch event for the Essex Book Awards
2018. Once we arrived and were taken to the school's library by a chaperone
from the school, we were taken to wait at our assigned table for the other
schools to arrive. There were about 6 different schools, with an average of about
15 representatives and a librarian for each. When everyone had arrived, we
gathered in front of a table, which was covered by a cloth. A man called Dave
Cryer welcomed us to the event and dramatically whipped off the cloth, revealing
the short-listed books. He told us a little about two of the books, and then gave
us a 30-second long script for each, so we could choose one and a group. We
had some time to practise, and then some of the braver groups performed in
front of everyone. We had a quick break and then repeated the drama routine
with a different pair of scripts to choose from. But this time, you had to work
with someone from a different school. My group paired up with some girls from
another school and we had a chat while sorting out the script. The brave kids
performed again, including a group with some Westcliff students in it. Then we
were put into mixed-school groups, for an unfortunately short debate about
books. We debated for a short while, and then it was time for lunch. I ate with
the students from our school and we chatted once we had finished. Then we
were given a final pair of scripts, along with the order to be in boy and girl
groups. This time I performed, saying one line and looking shocked. Then the
teachers performed, with some hilariously overacted performances. Then we
returned to the tables, and had some photos taken on the stairs on the way out.
Overall, the day was interesting and ultimately rewarding.
Olivia Parrish 9.6
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AUTHOR JIGSAW
Fit the jigsaw together to reveal seven popular authors
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How many fiction stories have been told? Millions? Billions? We make stories up all the time, don’t we? But here’s an
interesting truth: there are actually only 4 basic stories in fiction that are endlessly told and retold and mixed together in
various ways. Only four. All stories are a combination of these four so called archetypes. By understanding them and
introducing them to your stories, you will improve your writing hugely.
STORY ONE – OVERCOMING THE MONSTER
This is my favourite archetype. In it someone or something evil has to be overcome. Sometimes it’s literally a monster
like Medusa. Or it could be a machine-monster enslaving humanity, as in the Matrix films. Most often it’s a powerful
person we despise, such as Count Olaf in A Series Of Unfortunate Events, Miss Trunchbull in Matilda or President Snow in
The Hunger Games. Whoever the monster is, the storyline always develops the same way. First, the monster or person
poses a terrible threat. They’re doing awful things and must be stopped. But luckily a hero or heroine – usually reluctant
at first – emerges to fight them! The hero/heroine goes through all sorts of thrilling trials, and near the end all hope
seems lost. But at the last moment the hero snatches victory from the jaws of defeat. They defeat the monster, order is
restored and usually the hero/heroine receives a prize.

STORY TWO – THE DREAM COME TRUE
This is the most beloved story of all. It is any tale where a character has a dream for something – rags for riches,
obscurity to fame – and they miraculously achieve it.
Poor little Cinderella dreams of meeting her prince, but how can she? She’s just a neglected girl with horrible sisters
who keep her stuck inside. Ah, but her fairy Godmother arrives to transform a pumpkin into a carriage, rats into
footmen, and she’s swept away in the perfect dress to the ball where after one single dance the prince falls in love with
her. It’s not very believable, is it? But we love it because it’s the dream come true….
Or take Alex Rider in Stormbreaker by Anthony Horowitz. Do you really believe an unarmed 14 year old boy could
outrun all the professional adult killers at Herod Sayle’s disposal, and guide his parachute (which he’s never used
before) accurately to his destination and never having used a gun before, on the move, shoot Herod Sayle? Possibly.
But probably not. Yet we accept it because it is the dream come true – brave schoolboy gets to take on all the forces of
evil and wins. Writer Ray Frensham even goes as far as to say this is almost the only story. He calls it David against
Goliath: the individual against impossible odds who somehow still succeeds. Alex Rider is this type of dream come true
story. He can’t be kept down. He gets stopped but he still pushes harder. We love characters like this. Harry Potter is
just the same – 11 year-old school boy with no knowledge of magic defeats the darkest lord of magic and saves the
world. And for all you Bella and Edward fans, Twilight is just the romantic version of the dream come true story.
Ordinary Bella tames the dreaded vampire and in the process wins the heart of the most gorgeous, unattainable boy in
the world. Not very likely. But we accept it because it’s the dream come true and that is what we all want from fiction.
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STORY THREE – THE LOSS OF SOMETHING IMPORTANT
You might think that this can’t be one of the four great archetypal stories. Yet it is. The loss is often something
personal, like family members or a close friend. It could be an object. It can be a value, like freedom. It can be the
loss of feelings of love, or the loss of hope. So much loss in fiction. And the story which follows is either the tragedy
of the loss itself or the search to find it again which follows.
In The Story of Tracy Beaker, Tracy has lost her mother, and she is desperate to get her back. In The Lord of the Rings,
Sauran has lost his great ring of power. Harry Potter has lost his parents. And Voldemort has lost his body at first and
also his strength. Are you beginning to get a feeling for the power of this storyline? If you want readers to fall in love
with your story, find ways of embedding loss deeply into the lives of your characters.

STORY FOUR – THE JOURNEY
Sometimes storytellers give us a real journey, one that takes a character on a long quest, as in The Lord of the Rings.
We love journey stories. But there is another kind of journey story that’s actually more important. It’s a spiritual
story. A transformation that takes place over the course of a story in a character’s mind and heart.
In this kind of story, the hero or heroine is often downtrodden at the start. Think about Harry Potter. At the
beginning of the series, he has enough trouble standing up to Dudley. But Harry grows as a character. Gradually he
develops a desire to save Hogwart’s – and maybe the world itself – from Voldemort. By the end of Harry Potter And
The Philosopher’s Stone we realise just how much stronger he’s become. It happens when Voldemort offers him a
chance to save his skin and even to bring back his parents – Harry’s great dream! But when Harry refuses the thing
he wants more than anything else in the world and fights on, even knowing he will probably die, we see Harry has
grown enormously. He’s no longer just the poor little boy we felt so much sympathy for at the start. He’s a really
strong character, a true opponent for Voldemort.
The other kind of character we see in this personal journey usually begins as a selfish one. Mary Reynolds at the
start of The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgeson Burnett is sour-tempered and nasty. But gradually she finds the
secret garden. Then she’s introduced to Dicken, who opens up her heart to unselfish things. She changes profoundly
– from a conceited bitter girl to someone who makes the whole unhappy family she’s living with happy and whole
again.
We love to see a character grow as an individual in a story into someone we can really admire. As American
scriptwriting guru John Truby says, “What every audience is really looking for is to see an authentic transformation
in a character’s heart”.

WHY ARE THESE FOUR PARTICULAR STORIES SO POWERFUL?
Because real life is all about four archetypes. In life we constantly face people who don’t care about us. Some
become real enemies, whom we struggle to overcome. But despite that human beings keep seeking to better
themselves, to live the dream. And yes, we lose things all the time, friends and family, possessions, hope and
confidence sometimes. But we carry on. And when we are feeling at our best, we try to grow as well, to become
stronger, a person others can admire. The four archetypes are at the heart of the most important things in our lives –
what it means to be human.

Text copyright ©Cliff McNish 2017
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AUTHOR VISIT
Holly Smale
The Library is very excited to welcome Holly
Smale to celebrate World Book Day on
Wednesday, 28th February, 2018.

Holly will be signing copies of her books in
the Library at lunch-time, so make sure you
pre-purchase a copy. Books will be available
to buy from the Library in January.
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1. Who wrote “Around The World In Eighty Days”?
Mary Shelley

Charles Dickens

Victor Hugo

Jules Verne

2. Which books are these characters from? Join up the correct pairs
Sherlock Holmes

Scout Finch

The Hobbit and The Lord Of The
Rings by J R R Tolkien

Gandalf

To Kill A Mockingbird by Harper
Lee

James Bond

Novels by J K Rowling

Hermione Granger
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Novels by Ian Fleming

Novels by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

3. Which books are these opening lines from?
“It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a
good fortune, must be in want of a wife”
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
“It was a bright cold day in April and the clocks were striking thirteen"
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
“All happy families are alike; each unhappy family is unhappy in its own
way.”
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
“The mole had been working very hard all the morning, spring-cleaning his
little home.”
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
4. Can you match each book to its author?
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Daniel Defoe

Stormbreaker

Emily Brontë

David Copperfield

Anthony Horowitz

Wuthering Heights

Charles Dickens

Robinson Crusoe

5. Who wrote these autobiographies (or personal accounts)?
Testament Of Youth
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Boy: Tales Of Childhood
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
I Know Why The Caged Bird Sings
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Unstoppable My Life So far
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Homage To Catalonia
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
6. Which languages were these books originally written in?
Dracula
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
The Little Prince
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
All’s Quiet On The Western Front
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
War And Peace
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
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The Odyssey
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
The Three Musketeers
………………………………………………….………………………………………………………….
Don Quixote
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Diary Of A Young Girl
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
One Day In The Life Of Ivan Denisovitch
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

7. Are these books Fiction or Non Fiction?
The Prince by Niccolò Machiavelli……………………………………………………………….
Sense And Sensibility by Jane Austen…….…………………………………………………..
I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai…………..………………………………………………….
Hiroshima by John Hersey..…………………………………………………………………………
The Prime Of Miss Jean Brodie by Muriel Spark………………………..………………..
Three Men In a Boat by Jerome K Jerome……………………………………………………
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8. Harry Potter And The Philosophers Stone by J K Rowling – Which of these
statements are true?

f) It was made into a
film a year after
publishing

a) J K Rowling used a pen
and paper then a
typewriter

b) A first edition copy
is now worth about
£20,000

e) Her publisher asked
her not to use her
name Joanne as they
thought it would put
boys off the book
c) Only 1000
copies were
printed

d) It was published
simultaneously in the UK
and USA

Well Done!
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LIBRARY STUFF
Remember…….Ssh
hhhhhhhhh
The Library is a
QUIET ZONE

Be one of our
“Top Readers”
Borrow lots!
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Quiz Answers
Author Jigsaw
(Michael) Morpurgo, (Eve) Ibbotson, (Sophie) Kinsella, (Malorie) Blackman, (Agatha) Christie, (Khalid)
Hosseini, (Anthony) Horowitz
Test Your Knowledge Quiz
1. Jules Verne
2.Sherlock Holmes –Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Scout Finch – To Kill A Mockingbird, Gandalf – J R R Tolkien,
James Bond – Ian Fleming, Hermione Granger – J K Rowling
3. Pride and Prejudice, 1984, Anna Karenina, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
4. Daniel Defoe – Robinson Crusoe, Emily Brontë – Wuthering Heights, Anthony Horowitz – Stormbreaker,
Charles Dickens – David Copperfield
5. Vera Britten, Roald Dahl, Maya Angelou, Maria Sharapova, George Orwell
6. English, French, German, Russian, Greek, French, Spanish, Dutch, Russian
7. The Prince Non-fiction, Sense And Sensibility Fiction, I Am Malala Non-fiction, Hiroshima Fiction, The
Prime Of Miss Jean Brody Fiction, Three Men In A Boat Non-fiction
8. a) True, b) True, c) True, d) False, e) True, f) False

