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Welcome To The Library 
The French proverb ‘plus ça change, plus c’est la même 
chose’ (the more things change the more they stay the 
same) epitomises the beginning of every school year as we 
welcome new faces to the school and the Library. So 
Welcome, Bienvenue, Bienvenidos, Namaste, As-salaam 
’alykum and Huān yíng! 

The Library Times is a termly 
newsletter compiled and written 
by Mrs Giles and Mrs Guthrie 
which we use to write various 
articles and advertise a whole 
gamut of new books, dvds and 
magazines, podcasts, events and 
competitions we run throughout 
the year. 

We also have a couple of 
regular contributors: Mrs 
Guthrie chooses a distinct 
element of French culture to 
write about and also designs our 
quiz, and Rumaysa Ahmed is our 
resident book reviewer. For 
those with an interest in writing, 
we are happy to publish your 
work, whether it be poetry,  
a book review or an article. 

Last year we included a 
dedicated Sixth Form section for 
A-Level resources and wider 
reading for university, and in the 
summer 2021 issue we further 
expanded the newsletter to 
include a section for all staff, 

further promoting the 
importance of reading being  
a lifelong pleasure and 
demonstrating to our students 
we are also readers. 

In terms of distribution, we 
try to reach as many people as 
possible and in response to the 
pandemic and climate change, 
we stopped producing paper 
versions of the newsletter 
sharing digital versions instead, 
the result of which has been a 
wider readership, which is very 
positive both for WHSG as a 
school, but also advocates for 
reading and for school libraries 
as the beating heart of schools. 

In normal times we invite two 
authors into school each year, 
including our resident author 
Laura Dockrill. We track all the 
major book awards (and have 
our own book award too) and 
are blessed with a healthy 
budget to ensure a continual 
stream of up-to-date reading. 
 

Every student and member of staff is welcome to use the Library and we stock  
a wide selection of books, dvds and magazines, as well as online subscriptions. 
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Follow the Library on 
Instagram and Twitter and 

join the Google Classroom to 
keep up to date with book 

award news. 

There are three authors who have been 
part of our shortlists in previous years. 
Angie Thomas’ The Hate U Give (THUG), 
her hard-hitting debut novel about a police 
shooting of a Black teenager in the USA, 
was outstandingly popular with students 
in 2018 and became the winner of the 
WHSG Book Award’s inaugural year.  

In 2019, another debut author, Sophie 
Anderson, stormed the YA market with her 
book The House With Chicken Legs, a folk 
tale fantasy about the gateway to the 
afterlife and a walking house with a mind 
of its own. Although it didn’t win, Sophie 
Anderson has become a much favoured 
author amongst the younger students. 

Finally, in 2020, yet another debut 
author hit the shelves with her crime 
fiction tour de force A Good Girl’s Guide to 
Murder (AGGGM). Holly Jackson fought 
off stiff competition from Dominican 
author Elizabeth Acevedo’s With The Fire 
On High and took the winning vote. 

It is an unusual situation this year in 
that Good Girl, Bad Blood is the sequel to 
AGGGM, whereas Concrete Rose is the 
prequel to The Hate U Give, but it will be 
interesting to observe whether these two 
authors will prove as popular as before and 
be fighting for the winning vote or not.  

Of the rest, Danielle Jawando is a 
completely new author to the Library, but 
her book is highly fêted in literary circles 
and has been shortlisted for both the 
Waterstone’s Children’s Award and the YA 

Book Prize, so she is an exciting new voice in 
the YA market. 

As for Patrice Lawrence, we stock four other 
books by her: Diver’s Daughter, Indigo Donut, 
Rose, Interrupted and a short story in A 
Change Is Gonna Come so we look forward to 
seeing how popular Eight Pieces of Silva will 
be. 

Securing her first publishing deal at just 17, 
with her first book published at 19, Alice 
Oseman is an exciting young author who has 
certainly earned her stripes in the YA market 
and her books are always popular with the 
students. I Was Born For This was selected by 
EmpathyLab to be part of this year’s Empathy 
Day collection and Loveless is already 
shortlisted for various major YA book awards. 

Our final shortlisted author is new to WHSG. 
Journalist Bethany Rutter might be known to 
you if you already follow her on social media 
where she blogs about body positivity, body 
politics and plus size fashion. Melt My Heart is 
her second novel and we are sure the social 
issues she deals with in her book with resonate 
with anyone who reads it. 

Et voilà! All has been revealed. We hope you 
will enjoy this year’s shortlist. Borrow as many 
as you can to read and enjoy the process of 
immersing yourself in a good read. 

Voting will be via the mini display board in 
the Library next to the Librarian’s desk. 

Welcome to the fourth year of the WHSG Book Award! 
Every year we track the major YA books awards to shortlist 
for our own book award launched at the start of term. 

This year’s shortlist contains seven books covering a 
range of subjects, genres and authors. Coincidentally, we 
have all women authors this year who seem to have 
dominated the YA book awards; we hope you will enjoy 
them and participate in voting for the winning book. 

Voting closes at the end of November and the Head will 
announce the winner at the end of term assembly in 
December. 

Google Classroom code:  
fskq2bw 

 

WHSG Book Award 2021 
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To find out 
about previous 
shortlists, type 
‘WHSG Book 
Award’ into the 
search bar of 
the Library 
catalogue for 
the full listing. 
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  End of year awards for reading 

In July we introduced a new set of awards to recognise the top readers from each year group who 
have borrowed books to read from the Library. Each student was awarded a prize of a £10 Amazon 
voucher and a box of Celebrations. The first set of prize winners were: 
 

Year 7 

Sherene Daniel, 
7.4, read 88 books 

Year 8 

Jemma Egbule, 
8.2, read 71 books 

Year 9 

Fountain Ataga, 
9.6, read 40 books 

Year 10 

Rachel Davey, 10.1, 
read 14 books 

We also introduced a special prize recognising the form with the highest 
number of books borrowed from the Library, including fiction and non-
fiction, called The Lis Harries Library Reading Award. Lis Harries was the 
Head of Maths who died from breast cancer at the time the Library was 
being constructed. Using our design the trophy was made in-house by 
our talented DT Technician Mrs Attack – thank you! 

The inaugural prize went to 7.4. 
The trophy was presented to the form rep and will be displayed in the 

school trophy cabinet. Form tutor Miss Sathanandan also received a 
special poster for display in 7.4’s form room. Congratulations! 

The Lis Harries Library Reading Award 

Summer 2021 Catch Me Reading Winner 
Catch Me Reading is a literacy initiative by the Library to 

reward those who love to read. Any student ‘caught’ 
reading outside of lessons, usually during break or 

lunchtime, is given a voucher by staff which is put into the 
Catch Me Reading post box in the Library.  

 
Dr Hayman drew his final winner as Head in July. The £10 

Amazon prize was awarded to Niamh Williams of 7.5. 
Congratulations! 
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Rumaysa’s Reviews 
Pride and Prejudice 
by Jane Austen 

Hi, I’m 
Rumaysa! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
I’ve always loved reading, and now I also 
enjoy writing about books I’ve read  
over the course of the year. Genres I 
particularly like include those written in 
the 19th and early 20th century, as well 
as modern fantasy fiction. I don’t have a 
favourite author or book; however, I can 
strongly recommend any works of J.R.R. 
Tolkien, Cassandra Clare or Jane Austen. 
I myself am reading Tolkien’s works for 
the foreseeable future, and am really 
enjoying them.  

Rumaysa Ahmed, 10.3 

Pride and Prejudice is an 1813 novel, set 
in Regency England, and written by Jane 
Austen. It features the upper-class 
society of the time, and, like other Austen 
novels, focuses on the protagonist’s 

(Elizabeth Bennet) eventual marriage, as well as a great 
deal of observation about other members of society 
around her.  

Pride and Prejudice is Jane Austen’s most famous book, and also 
my favourite. Although her other books are just as good, this one 
was the first I ever read and I remember long ago thinking it was 
really good. Over the several years since then, I have reread it many 
times, and always found it better than the time I read it before. Of 
all the Jane Austen books, Pride and Prejudice is the one with the 
happiest ending, the two most deserving characters receiving what a 
year’s dilemma has gifted them. This novel features the Bennets, a 
family of the landed gentry (that is, their income comes from their 
land). There are five sisters: Jane, the kind-hearted oldest one; 
Elizabeth; serious Mary; Catherine, mostly called Kitty, and Lydia. 

The book opens with the arrival of a very wealthy 
gentleman, Mr Bingley, the new tenant of the nearby 
estate Netherfield, in the quiet country area that the 
Bennet family reside in. Along with him comes a close 
and financially wealthier friend, Mr Darcy, Bingley’s 
two sisters and brother-in-law. Due to the fact that 
Mr and Mrs Bennet have no sons and their estate is 
entailed only on a male heir, the latter is very keen 
for her daughters to marry. In the event of Mr 
Bennet’s death, as the sisters have no fortune 
themselves, they could possibly have had nowhere to 
stay and nothing to live on. Thus, at the very first 
ball Mrs Bennet is eager to become acquainted with 
their new neighbour in the hopes of an attachment 
forming. 

However, although Mr Bingley proves to be an 
agreeable and charming person, his close friend, the 
aristocratic Mr Darcy, appears to be proud and 
unlikeable, completely opposite in nature to him. As 
the book proceeds, with new characters such as 
dubious and tale-telling Wickham introduced to 
complicate matters, Jane and Elizabeth begin to be 
closely involved and confused with the pair. Around 
them, too, are many hindering factors such as the 
insensibility of their family, especially their younger 
sisters, who do not possess the sense and propriety 
of Elizabeth and Jane. Their connections through 
Mrs Bennet’s to trade, also lowers their status in the 
eyes of others, as at the time the wealthy were not 
meant to do any work. The novel then follows the 
development of what the result of these combined 
factors is: an action-packed book covering a year full 
of disaster, events, realisation and jubilance.  

One of the things I always find interesting about 
this book, and really any of Austen’s, is the study of 
different types of upper-class people in this time 
period. Elizabeth’s keen observational skills 
provide an in-depth idea of how each character is 
viewed in society, and what they are actually like. 
We get a glimpse at the nature of ladies’ lives, for 
example, through the Bennets and characters such 
as Charlotte Lucas, and of the expectations of the 
time through those who do not act as they should. 
When I was younger, I thought the society Austen 
lived in must have been rather complex, different 
and fixed with the characters seeming to behave 
and conduct themselves in very particular, unusual 
ways which I didn’t think we were possible of 
doing. However, reading Pride and Prejudice now, 
the characters do not seem as distant any more: 
under their formal manners, grand dress and 
sophisticated speech lie people who are not so 
unfamiliar after all – good and bad tempers, quiet 
and vibrant natures, people foolish and clever, are 
all featured. 

Some people find Jane Austen’s books dull 
because of the very manner they are written in, but 
the fact is that under the elegant language and 
discreet characters there is a book with a great plot 
and incredible character development and 
consideration. There is not much to dislike about it, if 
anything at all. In fact, after reading it so many times 
and never getting bored, I would rate this book five 
stars with no hesitation. It is comfortably the best 
book written in or set in the Regency period.   

 Rumaysa rates this      
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de Mme Guthrie 

Les Français adorent faire le pont. Non, cela ne veut pas dire qu’ils aiment construire 
des ponts. ‘Faire le pont’ est une expression française qui signifie avoir une journée de 
repos supplémentaire entre un jour férié et un weekend. 
 

La France compte 11 jours fériés dans l’année (la Grande Bretagne en a seulement 8): 

Calendrier 2021 

Quand un de ces jours fériés (sauf les lundis de 
Pâques et de Pentecôte) tombe un mardi ou un jeudi, 
les Français ne sont pas obligés d’aller travailler le 
lundi ou le vendredi. Ils héritent ainsi d’un long 
weekend de quatre jours et partent en vacances. 
Voilà pourquoi ils adorent faire le pont! 

Cette année, la plupart de ces jours de congé sont 
survenus le weekend. Contrairement à la Grande 
Bretagne, quand une fête nationale ou religieuse est 
un samedi ou un dimanche, le lundi ne devient pas 
férié. 

Le prochain pont aura lieu au mois de novembre. 
Le 11 novembre sera un jeudi, par conséquent la 
majorité des Français n’iront pas travailler le 
vendredi 12. Ils diront alors: ‘On fait le pont du  
11 novembre’. 

VIVE LES PONTS! 
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Lucinda Leveret is reborn as #BreakawayHare 
In the spring newsletter we reported that 
the Library’s resident hare, affectionately 
known as Lucinda Leveret, had hared off 
for her makeover by our Year 12s. 

The quite stunning result is 
#BreakawayHare, illustrating escaping from 
all the criticism and obstacles that stopped 
art from being made during the pandemic. 
With all the beautiful history of creativity in 
the world before him, she doesn’t want to 
work in cyber. Featuring Gustav Klimt’s The 
Kiss, Claude Monet’s Water Lillies, Starry 
Night by Vincent van Gogh and The Scream 
by Edvard Munch. 
 

A perfect copy of The Scream 
decorates the back of the  

Library’s leveret. 

We celebrated 
Empathy Day in June; 
a day to pause and 
reflect on other 
peoples’ lives and 
experiences by 
reading stories and 
‘walking a mile in their 
shoes’. This year we 
chose eight books 
from the EmpathyLab 
shortlist for schools, 
one of which now also 
features in this year’s 
WHSG Book Award. 
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In June we created an exciting new 
display board for outside the Library 
celebrating crime fiction featuring a 
crime evidence board.  

Crime fiction has been a popular 
subject with YA authors this year, so 
we wanted to celebrate both 
modern and classic texts from a 
diverse range of authors. 

Holly Jackson of course won last 
year’s WHSG Book Award with A 
Good Girl’s Guide To Murder, and this 
year the One Of Us Is Lying series by 
Karen K. McManus is proving hot 
property with the students. 

If you enjoy reading a whodunnit 
why not type ‘crime fiction’ into the 
Library catalogue to see the range of 
books on offer? Here are some 
others you might like to read. 
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FICTIONAL CHARACTERS WORD SEARCH 

Find 17 famous fictional characters in this word search. They can 
be written forwards or backwards, horizontally, vertically or 
diagonally. Have fun! 

ALICE  Alice In Wonderland, Lewis Carroll 
BOTTOM Midsummer’s Night Dream, Shakespeare 
CHARLIE Charlie And The Chocolate Factory, Roald Dahl 
HARRY POTTER by J.K. Rowling 
HOOK Peter Pan, James Barrie 
IVANHOE by Sir Walter Scott 
MARY POPPINS by P.L. Travers 
MEG Little Women, Louisa May Alcott 
MOWGLI The Jungle Book, Rudyard Kipling 
OLIVER Oliver Twist, Charles Dickens 
PASSEPARTOUT Around The World In 80 Days, Jules Verne 
POIROT Hercule Poirot’s Christmas, Agatha Christie 
QUASIMODO The Hunchback Of Notre Dame, Victor Hugo 
SHERLOCK The Adventures Of Sherlock Holmes, Sir Conan Doyle 
TOAD Wind In The Willows, Kenneth Grahame 
TOM SAWYER by Mark Twain 
VALJEAN Les Misérables, Victor Hugo 

Solution on page 15 
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Books that go bump in the night 

There are many things that can attract 
someone to a certain genre. What attracts 
me to the horror genre is the suspense. I 
love suspense because it keeps me on the 
edge of my seat. I also love horror movies 
which I suppose contributes to my love for 
horror books. I have also found that in 
horror books the descriptions are a lot 
more graphic and the vocabulary is a lot 
more advanced. Also the majority of 
horror books don’t have any of these 
cheesy romance stories like most other 
books. (If you like cheesy romance 
please... don’t talk to me). Another thing 
that attracts me to horror books is the 
fantasy aspect of it. You don’t expect 
Pennywise to really exist or zombies to 
start roaming the streets in real life. So 
there is an aspect of fantasy which I like 
because it gives you a chance to escape. 

Jessica Hutchins, 8.2 

A childhood fear of clowns, eyes through keyholes or knives slashing 
through shower curtains. These images are the stuff of nightmares for 
some, but for others it is the thrill of the jump scare (a fundamental 
element of horror particularly in film) and the terror of the unknown 
causing that rush of cortisol, triggering the fight or flight response they 
seem to thrive on. 

Moriah Odukoya of 7.4 and Jessica Hutchins of 8.2 explain just what it 

is they love about horror fiction which scares them to sleep… 

I like horror books like the Darren Shan 
series because they always keep me on my 
toes with the numerous twists and turns. I 
am rarely able to predict what will happen 
next, which is a great thing in a book. I am 
always highly motivated to quickly get the 
next book due to the exceptional 
cliffhangers! 

Horror books always give me something 
to look forward to when I go to the Library 
or when I’m going to bed. I find it rather 
easy to immerse myself in the story and 
experience the emotion and events of the 
story alongside the characters as they 
unfold. I managed to finish the whole 
Darren Shan series in about two weeks! 
The series just sucked me in and filled me 
with awe and excitement! 

I would definitely recommend reading a 
horror book if you enjoy suspense, or like 
to be shocked, surprised and sometimes  
a little scared. 

Moriah Odukoya, 7.4 
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  Feminist Dystopia – Reading  
beyond The Handmaid’s Tale 

In May we launched a new collection known as 
Feminist Dystopia in support of Component 2 
of A-Level English Literature. The Handmaid’s 
Tale is of course an iconic text; however,  
we wanted to expand the range of narratives 
and perspectives by women authors to  
complement the already large body of work 
by male authors. 

Type ‘feminist dystopia’ into the Library 
catalogue to view the full range available. 

Graphic Novels – Beyond  
the superheroes 

Also in May we launched a new 
range of graphic novels which 
includes both popular YA titles as 
well as graphic renditions of classic 
texts and Shakespeare. We will add 
more titles in time as they have 
already proven extremely popular. 
 
Type ‘graphic novel’ into the Library 

catalogue to view the full range 
currently available. 



 13 

    whsglibrary    @Librarywhsg 
For new books and events follow 
the Library on our socials 

 
 
 

Staff reading 

We introduced a page for staff in the summer issue to raise the profile of adults as readers. Whether 
you are a teacher or a member of the support staff, the Library is here to support you with reading for 
pleasure or as part of your work. There is a quick Q&A guide to the Library on p.19 to help you and a 
Library Induction PowerPoint is available to download from the Library folder on Staff SharePoint. 
Contact Mrs Giles if you have any problems logging into the Library catalogue or queries about books. 

Staff induction pack 
New members of staff receive an induction pack 
giving you free membership to the Library with a login 
and password for the online catalogue. 
 

‘I am reading’ initiative 
You will also receive one of our ‘I am reading’ 
laminates as part of our initiative to encourage all our 
staff to be active readers. The laminate is for you to 
display in your work area and keep updated to 
demonstrate to our students we are readers too. 
Books, magazines, newspapers, audio or eBooks – it’s 
all relevant!  
 
Library newsletter 
Published at the beginning of each term, every issue is 
packed with articles, news and events, new books and 
a quiz, written and compiled by the Library. 

New books for CPD Books for NQTs 
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Everyone needs some downtime because as adults we are busy people. Here is a selection of ideas from 
different areas of our Library to inspire you to curl up with a book or a dvd. 

Staff reading 
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Pop-up displays We use our display boards to highlight and promote 
books and events in the Library. Here are some of 

our latest displays. 

FICTIONAL CHARACTERS WORD SEARCH 
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This year’s theme is 
‘Choice’ 

A glowing endorsement from Year 11 leavers 
After five years at WHSG we have realised how important it is to appreciate the incredible facilities we have at 
WHSG. Our returning students will already know that one of the most spectacular facilities we have is the school 
library, but for those who are new this year we hope you will be able to take full advantage of the Library that is 
central to our school. 

In years before Covid when we would show prospective parents around the school, the Library would often be the 
thing they comment on most. Not only does it look attractive, welcoming (and like something straight out of a 
Harry Potter novel), but we are fortunate enough to have an extensive variety of books, from fiction to non-fiction, 
books in other languages, and even a selection of dvds, all of which are kept in excellent condition. Many schools up 
and down the country don’t have this blessing. We also have the opportunity to use computers for homework and 
research purposes in the Library, which makes the internet all the more accessible for those who don’t have these 
facilities at home. The modern library online website has also allowed us to keep using the Library facilities safely 
throughout the pandemic, unlike some schools in the area whose facilities have been shut since March last year. The 
librarians always have a friendly smile on their face, and are happy to help you with whatever brings you to the 
library. The Library is always kept clean and tidy, thanks to both the librarians and the students who use it. The 
Library issues detailed and useful documents, including the newsletter and book recommendation lists, and we are 
even lucky enough to have author visits and book signings. If you need a quiet study space before or after school or at 
lunch and break, the Library is available for use. We have so many wonderful memories of time spent in our school 
library. We hope you enjoy it just as much as we have. 

Keira-Leigh Morton and Eliana Longley (11.4) 
 

Every year we celebrate National Poetry Day in the 
Library to give you the opportunity to think about and 
compose your own poetry based on a given theme, then 
join the lunchtime recital event in the Library to share 
your composition with other students.  
 

Whilst it is run as a competition, with prizes for the 
best three poems, the focus is on demonstrating your 
writing and performance skills, having some fun and 
enjoying sharing your poetry. 

 
This year’s theme is ‘Choice’ which is completely open 

to your own interpretation. It could even be a more 
subtle choice about numbers of stanzas, line breaks, 
punctuation, etc. Perhaps you will choose to write a 
performance piece or a song. Whatever your choice, the 
deadline for entries is Monday 4th October. 

 
Watch out for the posters and notices on social media 

for the recital times. 

Save the date: 
Thursday 7th 
October 2021 

That Dog 
by Joshua Seigal 
 
skulks away and cowers 
in his corner. Trembling, there is nothing 
we can do to coax him out. 
For some reason he’s scared. 
 
He’s scared and we don’t know why. 
There’s nothing we can do to tell him 
that there’s nothing to be scared of. 
We don’t speak his language. 
 
What if we all are dogs like him, 
huddled up in the corners of our lives? 
What if the things we shrink from are akin 
to whatever it is the dog fears? 
 
So let us turn upwards, to the still 
space above that holds us tight, tickles 
behind our ears and if it could would tell 
us we’re good, we’re loved, that everything 
 
is all right.  
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For babies and pre-schoolers 

For KS1 
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A Quick Q&A Guide to the Library 
Whether you are a teacher, a member of the support staff or a student, this quick 
guide will help you understand how to use the Library and its online catalogue. 

Opening times 
Monday–Friday 8am–4pm 

Where can I find the Library 

catalogue? 
Go to whsg.info. Click on ‘Quick Links’ on 
the right-hand side of the page and pull 
down to ‘Library’ to access the home 
page. 

The Library issues logins and a default 
password for all new accounts. 

How many books can I borrow at a 

time? 
Years 7 and 8 can have three books at a 
time; Years 9–13 are allowed six books; 
Staff can borrow six books. 

The loan period is three weeks for 
everyone, although we can renew your 
books if you need longer. 

What about Year Group 

bubbles and masks? 
At the time of writing 

(July) every Year Group has 
their own day. Anyone can 
pop into for a book; 
however, only those on their 
designated day can stay to 
study, read or use the 
computers. Anyone currently 
using the Library is expected 
to wear a mask unless 
exempted.  

All changes will depend 
on the new variant, Public 
Health England and the 
decision by the Head; 
however, we will keep you 
informed. 

 

What happens if I lose a book? 
Inevitably books are sometimes lost or 
mislaid but you are responsible for a 
book while it is on loan to you.  

If a book is lost or damaged on 
return, you can either: replace it with a 
new or an unmarked very good copy, 
or pay to reimburse the loss via 
ParentPay. The Library will tell you 
how much you will need to pay to 
cover the loss. 

Can I reserve a book? 
Yes! Year 7s will be invited to a Library 
induction session as part of their 
English lesson and we will show you 
how to use the catalogue, make 
reservations and write book reviews. 
Year 12s and Staff will be issued an 
induction PowerPoint to ‘walk’ you 
through how to use the catalogue. 

Current Year Group 
rota 

 
Downstairs 
Mon: Year 7 
Tues: Year 8 
Wed: Year 9 

Thurs: Year 10 
Fri: Year 11 

 
Upstairs 

Year 12: Tues & Thurs 
Year 13: Mon, Wed & 

Fri 

When can I use the computers? 
The computers are available Monday–
Friday 8am–4pm. We have a booking 
system for lunchtimes when they tend to 
be very busy. The booking sheet is put out 
daily for same day bookings. Our 
computers are dedicated for study, 
homework and any other school-related 
work. We do not allow personal shopping, 
games or social media. 
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Benefits of our school library 
We maintain the Library as a calm and peaceful environment for reading and study. At the heart of 
the school, it is in the eye of the storm so to speak, surrounded by the swirl of teaching activities 
and busy corridors. Noise is kept to a minimum in respect for everyone working.  

Representation and diversity 
We strive to ensure our books represent 
everyone in our school, celebrating the rich 
tapestry of authors from around the globe, 
particularly women, people of colour and 
indigenous peoples, the LGBTQIA community 
and those with disabilities. We work tirelessly to 
ensure our books are kept up to date to keep in 
step with the changes to the curriculum. 

 

Read without fear or prejudice 
We do not censor reading and believe 
students should be free to choose their 
own reading without fear or prejudice. 
Where appropriate we add ratings 
(dvds) and recommended ages (books) 
along with content warnings for you to 
make your own decisions about 
suitability. Lower school fiction is 
suitable for everyone.  

Our social issues section contains 
books about teenage issues such as 
puberty, drugs, family issues, etc. We 
do not make judgements about your 
reading choices. Our books are here to 
support and inform you. 

Sixth Form 

Sixth Formers have a dedicated study 
space upstairs on the mezzanine floor. 
It is a Sixth Form privilege to use your 
phone for study or listen to music while 
studying (with headphones of course). 
 

 

Fabulous Authors 

We are very lucky to have been 
able to invite some fabulous 
authors to WHSG over the 
years. Laura Dockrill is our 
author-in-residence and has 
been visiting us for the last nine 
years. Chris Russell recently 
rocked the Conference Centre 
with his electric guitar and 
songs while Sufiya Ahmed 
brought an array of garments 
and accessories for the girls to 
wear and dance in. 

 

New books 
We are very lucky to benefit 
from very good funding for the 
Library which means we are 
always able to ensure a steady 
stream of new books tracking 
new authors, major book 
awards and supporting student 
requests. 

 
Competitions 
…which means 
prizes, so watch 
this space… 

 
A dedicated 

newsletter 
Published at the 
beginning of every 
term packed full of 
articles, news, quizzes 
and reviews. More 
environmentally-
friendly, the 
newsletter is freely 
available online on  
the catalogue and  
the school website. 
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Greening the space: say aloe to our new plants 

We have introduced a range of plants which are dotted 
around the Library to create a more homely environment 
and enhance the sense of calm. 

Plants are known for their oxygenating properties. In 
addition others reduce harmful ozone emanating from 

computers and printers (Spider plants 
and Anthurium). Some are weird such 
as this Juncus Spiralis (Corkscrew 
Rush), and some are just simply pretty 
like this Calla Lily. The Castano 
(Australian Chestnut) grows directly 
from the bean on the surface! Which is 
your favourite? 

Books galore and more!! 

A pleasant surprise as a result of the pandemic has been our surplus of budget at the end 
of the school year. Finding ourselves in a ‘use it or lose it’ situation, we have been able to 
add hundreds of pounds worth of books to the shelves for the new school year: a diverse 
range of fiction and books for your studies, magazine subscriptions to ‘BBC History’ and 
‘Science Focus’, a subscription to Massolit for GCSE and A-Level students (something we 
previously had to ask the PTA to support us for) as well as some staff resources to support 
NQTs and teachers’ CPD (continuing professional development). 

In terms of fiction, this has meant we have 
been able to buy complete series rather than 
just the first book, which is particularly 
exciting as lockdown has increased the 
tendency for students to want to ‘binge 
read’ whole series at a time, rather than have 
to wait for the next instalment. 

Students frequently make book requests 
which we always look to buy, but the surplus 
budget meant we could buy a huge selection 
of books (some we are still waiting to take 
delivery of) which we will introduce over the 
next few months. 

In conjunction with The Runnymede Trust, 
Penguin published their report ‘Lit In Colour: 
Diversity In Literature In English Schools’ 
earlier this year, which highlighted the need 
for schools to widen the curriculum to 
include contributions made to British history, 
science, industry and society as a whole by 
people of colour. The Library’s mission 
statement is clear about our commitment to 
providing books, both fiction and non-fiction 

to reflect our student population, but we have also 
been working with the student body of the Equality, 
Diversity and Inclusivity Working Group in school to 
maintain checks and balances and listen to their 
feedback. 

So far, they have been very impressed with the 
breadth of authors we have on our shelves, but this is a 
partnership we would like to maintain as we are always 
looking to improve our resources, so watch this 
space… 

Calla Lily Juncus Spiralis 

Castano 
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A few Library rules 
The Library is a place for quiet study and reading. To ensure everyone 
has the same advantage, please follow our simple rules to help 
maintain our calm and quiet space. 

We would like to say a huge thank you to 
two independent bookshops which very 
kindly donated books to our Library. 

This book was kindly 
donated to our Library by 
Matthew Cornford of 
QueerLit Bookshop in 
Manchester as part of an 
awareness campaign 
organised by author, Sophie 
Anderson (The House With 
Chicken Legs) on Twitter. 

Westcliff bookseller Jacqson Diego 
also kindly donated two copies of 
each book as part of their Jacqson 

Diego Book Elves Project which 
nominates schools to receive free 

books. 

Use of phones 
for study and 
music is a Sixth 
Form privilege 
only 

Immerse yourself in a book and enjoy some headspace  

away from the hustle bustle of the main school 
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The Wave is based on a true incident that occurred in a high school history 
class in Palo Alto, California, in 1969. The powerful forces of group 
pressure that pervaded many historic movements such as Nazism are 
recreated in the classroom when History teacher Burt Ross introduces a 
‘new’ system to his students. 

Olivia Parrish (6TMO) and Rupa Chatterjee (6JBK) give their verdict on 
this powerful modern classic.  

A wave is a powerful force of nature and change, bringing great destruction in its 
wake. Teacher Ben Ross names his experiment The Wave, in an attempt to bring 
his History class closer to the realities of life in Nazi Germany. At first, the students 
consider themselves distant from the events of the past, and question how the 
German people could get caught up in the hysteria. Yet, the Wave rapidly swells to 
teach them a serious lesson.  

Throughout, the book is unflinching about the power of mass movements. Within a week, the school is 
inundated with rallies and banners, and the reader is left to watch as a totalitarian system slowly unfolds. What 
makes this book even more hard-hitting is that it is set in an average school amongst average students, 
reminding you that tyrannies can occur anywhere. The blame is not purely on the children either; the staff of 
the school are also called into question for letting the Wave escalate. Ross’ power in the system proves to be 
dangerously intoxicating as he pushes the boundaries of his experiment. 

This story is fascinating through both a historical and a psychological lens, highlighting both why people 
mindlessly conform to a group and the grim consequences of doing so. Amongst the fervour of the students, it 
is challenging and dangerous to speak up, yet this is just what is needed to stop the regime. The book provides 
you with an unforgettable warning to question authority, and to never disregard the lessons of the past. As 
Margaret Atwood warns, ‘I never trust anyone who says: “It can’t happen here”.’ 

Cross-curricular fiction for History, Politics and Psychology 

P 

O 

D 

C 

A 

S 

T 

S 

Podcasts can 
be specific to 
your subject 

or form a part 
of your wider 
reading. Here 
is a selection 

to use as a 
starting 

point. 
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p As part of this year’s surplus 

budget, the Library has subscribed 
to Massolit for the 2021–22 
academic year, not something we 
are usually able to fund ourselves 
due to the cost (almost £1k); 
however, it was very popular with 
staff and students when the PTA 
generously funded it the first time 
in 2019, so a worthwhile investment 
for our students. 
 
What is Massolit? 
Massolit was created by Oxford 
Classicist Chris Tudor, working with 
a range of university academics to 
provide over 3,000 online mini-
lectures specifically aimed at Sixth 
Form students.  

We have chosen to subscribe to 
English, History and Government & 
Politics to provide the greatest 
access for our students from Year 9 
to Year 13, encompassing both GCSE 
and A-Levels.  

Access to university academics 
also ensures students are exposed 
to experts in their field delivering 
high-quality learning, which not only 
complements your teacher-led 
learning, but also extends your 
critical thinking about a subject. In 
turn, honing your critical thinking 
skills will stand you in good stead 
for interviews and university. 

Your teacher will give you your 
login and password. 

Subscription to Massolit for English, 
History and Government & Politics 

Founded by Sir Thomas Gresham in 
1597, Gresham College provides 
over 2,000 freely-available lectures 
for all either via its website 
(gresham.ac.uk) or its YouTube 
channel (Gresham College).  

Once again the lecturers are 
university academics, so experts in 
their field and provide lectures 
across a wide variety of subjects, 
approximately 130 lectures each 
year – all free. 

The University of Oxford 
endorses Gresham College as part 
of its Resource Hub 
(https://www.univ.ox.ac.uk/applying
-to-univ/resource-hub/) 
recommending it for wider reading 
for UCAS personal statements, EPQ 
and career development. 

The subjects covered are: 


