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The New Children’s Laureate Is
Announced
Lauren Child, artist and authorillustrator of the Charlie and Lola,
Clarice Bean picture books and Ruby
Redfort novels, is announced as the
new Waterstones Children's Laureate
2017-19. The announcement came in a
ceremony in Hull, which is UK City of
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Culture 2017, where Lauren received a
specially commissioned solid silver
Waterstones Children's Laureate medal
from outgoing Laureate, Chris Riddell.
The role of the Waterstones Children's
Laureate is awarded every two years
to celebrate and recognise the
important contribution children's
literature makes to cultural life.
Each Children’s Laureate has taken the
opportunity to promote particular
aspects of children’s books. These
have included visual literacy, readers
with disabilities, poetry, storytelling,
illustration, drama, writing for young
adults and more.
Lauren has some key aims for the role.
“I’d love to promote reading for
pleasure, which I know other
Laureates have talked about before”
she says, “But there’s such a lot of talk
today about how children should be
reading when, in fact, if you can get a
child excited about it, that’s half the
work done, because they’ll then have
the courage or enthusiasm to carry on
for themselves.”

Ex Westcliff pupil, Fiona Cummins visited the Library in June to lead a workshop on
journalism. Fiona had worked as a show business reporter on the Daily Mirror
newspaper for 12 years before completing her first novel this year.
With a group of year 9 students, Fiona compared the journalist approaches of both
broadsheet and tabloid journalism. Through a series of differing scenarios, the
group were able to discuss the contrasting approaches taken by the newspapers and
compare their layouts, writing styles and target audiences. The session culminated
in the students writing their own headline and article which they were able to
discuss with Fiona and the group. An example, by Tracy Agidi, 9L of the fantastic
work produced is below. Well done to all who took part!

‘Red Shoes and the 7 Dwarfs’ criticised for shaming of plus-size women.
‘Red Shoes and the 7 Dwarfs’, a South Korean animation from Locus, was recently announced at
the Cannes Film Festival with a poster that provoked anger and criticism for the blatant body
shaming. The animated parody of Snow White focuses on two versions of the character, one
beautiful and slender and the other plain and plump.
Chloe Grace Moretz, age 20 and actress that has previously sparked controversy for her role as
Hit Girl in Kick-Ass, is the voice of Snow White. Moretz is an outspoken advocate for body
positivity and millennial feminism which is why so many were appalled by her role in the body
shaming marketing. When critics saw the strapline of the poster ‘What if Snow White was no
longer beautiful and the 7 Dwarfs not so short?’ Moretz sent out a string of tweets on Wednesday,
informing her followers and the film producers, Locus, of her disapproval. Moretz wrote, “I have
now fully reviewed the marketing for Red Shoes, I am just as appalled and angry as everyone
else, this wasn't approved by me or my team,” She then added, “I lent my voice to a beautiful
script that I hope you will all see in its entirety. The actual story is powerful for young women
and resonated with me. I am sorry for the offense that was beyond my creative control.”
Red Shoes producer, Sujan Hwang, has also apologised for the offending poster, ‘Our film, a
family comedy, carries a message designed to challenge social prejudices related to the standards
of physical beauty in society by emphasising the importance of inner beauty. We sincerely regret
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any embarrassment or dissatisfaction the mistaken advertising has caused.’
Tess Holliday, American plus-size model aged 31, also sent a stream of tweets about her
disgust towards the marketing of Red Shoes. On Tuesday 30th May 2017, she tweeted to
Moretz a photo of the advertisement with a caption that read ‘How did this get approved by
an entire marketing team? Why is it okay to tell young kids being fat =
ugly?@ChloeGMoretz.’
This, however, is not the first time that ‘Red Shoes and the 7 Dwarfs’ has caused outrage.
The official trailer was released on YouTube on the 8th December 2016 and was insulted for
fat-shaming. The trailer shows two dwarfs who sneak into Snow White’s home and watch
her undress. The two dwarfs are somewhat leering at her with lustful expressions which
suddenly turns into horror when she kicks off the red shoes. She returns to her true form, a
curvier girl who proceeds to lay in an armchair and burps. Many are upset by the
sexualising of a fairytale character and then the body shaming that commences so soon
afterwards.
‘Red Shoes and the 7 Dwarfs’ is rumoured to be released early 2018. The producer are still
maintaining their concept of body acceptance and loving oneself.
By Tracy Agidi, journalist for WHSG

Thursday 28th September, 2017
National Poetry Day was founded in 1994 by William Sieghart
and has engaged millions of people across the country reading,
writing and listening to poetry. From 1999 onwards, National
Poetry Day has been loosely themed: the theme is meant to
kick-start inspiration rather than be prescriptive.
The theme this year will be
“Freedom”
The Library will be running an event to celebrate all things
poetic. Further details will follow….
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Student Reviews
The Fault In Our Stars by
John Green
I LOVE this book. It is a
book that really makes
you empathise with the
main character. It is about
a young teenager whose
life is driven by her lung
cancer. Then a beautiful
plot twist called Augustus
Waters comes along and
sweeps her off her feet. But
will she be convinced by
his charming qualities, or
will she run from his
twisted past? Quite a bit of
swearing but it adds to the
story. Well done John
Green!!!!!!!! THIS BOOK IS
GREAT!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Grace Hayns, 9.1
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A.N.T.I.D.O.T.E. by Malorie
Blackman
This is an amazing book about
a young boy named Eliot who
has a life changing experience
without his mother, who is on
the run after breaking into a
famous chemical company!!!
Now he has to stay with his
next door neighbour while she
gets back. The security camera
has caught his mum at the
scene and it is up to him to
prove his mother's innocence.
Now it is up to Eliot to save his
mother and uncle from this
horrific nightmare. but he has
to crack a code to save them?
Can he do it?
Shaz Iyer, 9.1
If you wish to have a
review published in the
Library newsletter, please
email your submission to
library@whsg.info
Remember you can
review books, films,
magazines or an event
you have attended!

Laura Dockrill visited WHSG and gave a speech
about her career as a
writer and answered
questions of many curious
students. It was very
interesting to hear her
journey as she became an
author. She explained her
love for books and I think
she connected with many
students in the room who
love reading. Laura had
also helped writing lyrics for
many singers and some
were known by the girls in the room. She said that anything that was to do with
words interested her greatly. Laura had a very exciting and colourful personality. She
made many people giggle and laugh. This made her very fun to listen to. Afterwards
in the afternoon she signed books with students like me and took photos with them.
There was a long queue of
pupils wanting to do this.
Laura was very sweet to
everyone and was also kind
when the girls wanted their
books signed. A bit later a
few people were in the
workshop with Laura. Firstly
Laura told us to grab a
piece of paper and pen and
write whatever we wanted
for 5 minutes. She said it
could be something
personal or general thoughts
and feelings. We could write anything we wanted. Laura said it would be a good way
to empty
ourselves and get ready for the tasks ahead. Later she
told us to
choose an object that was
on a table
near us.
They were objects that we
would use
when we
would go to the beach like a
towel or
bucket.
Laura said to imagine a
story or
adventure
inspired by the object so we
closed our
eyes to do
so. Then we each said what
we had
thought about, going round in a circle. There were many creative stories that were
very unique. One object was a bucket and someone had an idea that it could
symbolize that life has more to it and we have had to discover it. Our task was to
write a poem about the object we were inspired from and once again we went
around in a circle and shared our piece of work. Laura had mentioned that imagining
was a key part in this and that if we would read lots of books we would be able to do
so.
I think Laura Dockrill was very sweet and helped lots of students by her workshop
and her very
informational speech.

Ceyda Asan
7.6
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Literature Knowledge Spiral
Solve the clues in the normal way and enter them in pencil into the grid in a
clockwise spiral. The last letter of one answer is the first letter of the next.
When finished, the letters in the shaded squares can be rearranged to form the
title of a book by Roald Dahl.
1

2

6

9

3

8

11

10

5

7
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1. First name of Mrs Blackman, writer of “Knife Edge”
2. First name of Mrs Waugh who wrote “Brideshead Revisited”
3. Full name of the author who wrote “About a boy”
4. “Raspberries in the ____” by Karen Wallace
5. This George wrote Silas Marner
6. Best known novel by Harper Lee
7. Who wrote “The Tale of Two Cities”? (Surname)
8. He is famous for “A Series of Unfortunate Events” (Surname)
9. One of the characters from “Wind in the Willows”
10. These spring flowers are the title of a poem by Wordsworth
11. The most famous English playwright in the world (1564-1616) (Surname)
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New to the School? Here are some tips
for good learning habits
Establish a routine
 Create a quiet study
environment
 Set a timetable
 Reward yourself for studying
 Have variety in your study
programme
 Learn to listen
 Avoid interrupting your
concentration, minimize
distractions
 Test yourself on what you have
studied
 Don't panic at exam time
 Ask your teachers for guidance


Don’t be like Mr. Wrong or Little Miss
Naughty
If you want to get ahead, be like Mr.
Happy!
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PERSONAL STATEMENTS
WIDER READING
The trick to a good personal statement is to stand out from the crowd
and include stuff that others are not including. One way of doing that is
to talk about some wider reading you have done in an area of your
subject that you are particularly interested in. Don’t chose the obvious
and make sure that you actually have read it…..you don’t want to be
caught out! We have lots of suggestions in the Library. Search the
Library catalogue using the keywords “Personal Statement Suggestions”
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LIBRARY STUFF
Remember…….Ssh
hhhhhhhhh
The Library is a
QUIET ZONE

Be one of our
“Top Readers”
Borrow lots!
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Film Club starts on
Tuesday, 12th September
during Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday
lunch times from
12.30pm – 1.10pm
Please look at the
Library notice board for
the latest information on
rooming and Film
Programme for this
term. Our first film will
be the latest live action
fairy tale “Cinderella”
with Lily James and an
all-star cast.
Remember to eat your
lunch before the film
starts. Only water
allowed in the room.
DVD Selection - We have a wide selection of DVDs available
for you to borrow for a week. There are many titles that
support the curriculum such as “A Midsummer Night’s
Dream”, “Romeo and Juliet”, “1984”, “The Road”, “The
Handmaid’s Tale”, “The Help” and “Tinker Tailor Soldier
Spy.” Take a look!
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