Newsletter – Autumn 2018

Headteacher Dr P Hayman

Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge
Sir David Amess, MP for Southend West, and Dr Hayman congratulate 2017/2018 Jack
Petchey Speak Out Challenge Winner, Erin Stoner, as she is presented with a cheque by
Theresa Duke, Speaking Coach from the Speakers’ Trust. Erin is keen that the prize money
might go towards the purchase of new camping equipment, providing the opportunity for
more students to be able to take part in the Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme.
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DRAMA News
During our time with Frantic Assembly, we were taught many exciting
and interesting exercises that the company use extensively throughout
their performances. These exercises involved learning the correct
methods to safely lift other students. We also had the opportunity to lift
one one another above our heads in small groups. Rest assured, all
students made it out unscathed!
On Friday 21st September, Drama students from Years 10, 11 and 12 participated in an
exhilarating Frantic Assembly workshop. Frantic Assembly is a theatre company that creates
unique physical performances that combine movement, design, music and text. They have also
toured internationally in over 40 countries.

We then had the privilege of being taught how Frantic Assembly create 'strings of movement'.
This involved starting with small tasks like adjusting someone's clothing, before building the
movement up to music and creating a storyline from the emotions portrayed.
Overall, everyone who took part in the workshop had an incredible time. It was fantastic to be
taught first hand from such an amazing company. It will also greatly help all the students in
both their GCSE and A Level drama exams.
Rachael Travers, Year 12
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BOOKS, BOOKS, BOOKS
The English Department has some books for sale. All donations will go the East Wing
Campaign Fund.
If you are interested in any of these titles, please email the English Department for further
information:
english@whsg.info
Sense and Sensibility
This Was the Old Chief's Country
The Withered Arm

Hobson's Choice
Klondyke Kate Revisited
Fat Boy Swim

Father and Son
Let the Circle Be Unbroken
Badger on The Barge

Please note these are not the actual book covers.
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STUDENT NEWS
Last term, Shirel Michuki, one of our Year 8 students, set up a sweet and cookie stall and
raised £35.00 for charity.
Over the summer holidays, Shirel travelled to Kenya and donated the money raised to a
children’s home.

Shirel had the chance to stay at
this children’s home for 4 days
and 3 nights, sharing a taste of
their life. During this experience,
Shirel helped out with a variety
of chores including cooking and
cleaning.

The children were thrilled to have Shirel visit them and in honour of her visit they were allowed
to borrow some speakers and have a disco.

4|Page

Congratulations to Meerah Perinpanathan,
who, was presented with the Milapfest
Ensemble Award for Excellence at The
National Indian Arts Awards 2018 in June by
Sir Nicholas Serota, Chair of Arts Council
England.

Meerah, a Year 10 student, plays the
Eakanda Veena. This instrument is made
from one whole piece of Jackfruit wood.
The ensemble is called Samyo and has 20
musicians playing a variety of musical
instruments. They work very closely
together and attend an annual workshop in
Liverpool.

The Awards recognise new and
____________________________________________

established

talent in Indian music and dance.

The Foyle Young Poets of the Year 2018
Well done to Evie Collins, Year 10, who has been selected by
judges Caroline Bird and Daljit Nagra as one of the 85
commended Foyle Young Poets of the Year 2018. Evie was
selected from nearly 6,000 entrants and 11,000 poems this
year from across the world, an amazing and impressive
achievement.
The Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award is for poets aged 1117. Since it began 20 years ago the Award has kick-started the
career of some of today's most exciting new voices. It is the
largest competition of its kind and is free to enter.
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2018 National
Poetry Day: Change
The Winner Is Announced

Last term we set a challenge to enter
the National Poetry Day competition on
the theme of ‘Change’. All entries were
judged by the English department.
Submissions were received from across
the year groups and all were of a very
high standard and a range of
interpretations.
We are delighted to announce that the
winner was May Wang, 9.4, with her
poem ‘Home’. Second place went to Rue
Muskett, 9.3 for ‘The Suicide of the
Human Race’, with third place going to
Chloe Smith of 7.4 for ‘Winter’s Rolled
In’.
We would like to congratulate everyone
who entered the competition:
Year 7: Semi Joshua-Omonijo (7.3) for
‘In My Own World’, Niamh Taylor (7.3)
for ‘Changes’, Lily-Ann Sharp (7.4) for
‘Change’, Grace Sivabalan (7.4) for
‘Change’, Chloe Smith (7.4) for ‘Winter’s
Rolled In’, Fountain Ataga (7.6) for ‘Left
Behind’, Ashwini Vakeesan (7.4) for
‘Read’.
Year 9: Rue Muskett (9.3) for ‘The
Suicide of the Human Race’, May Wang
(9.4) for ‘Home’.
Year 10: Evie Collins (10.4) for ‘The City
That Wrote My Story’.
Year 11: Shreeya Sharma (11L) for ‘We
Changed’.
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‘Home’
by May Wang, 9.4

1st

Our lives were collapsing,
Under the roofs of homes,
Bombs were dropping,
Onto those protective domes,
Pushing us past our safety,
We fled in desperation,
During the nineteen-forty,
I still remember it in my head,
There was no medical station,
Missiles whistled past the dead,
There was no hesitation,
Our lives were clinging by a thread,
Soldiers fired their bullets,
People shot, though innocent,
It was raining bullets,
Fired by the insolent,
Our town destroyed in a split second,
Death followed like dominoes,
Yet our home still beckoned,
Come back to where you belong,
And yet we pursued our fate,
In an abandoned shack,
It was eleven ‘o eight,
And the sweat was on our back,
We hid under the tables,
Praying we would survive,
Yet I recited fables,
Knowing I wouldn’t be alive,
To survive the nightmarish reality,
I wouldn’t dare to believe,
Because now I’m in that home,
Nineteen-ninety-seven,
Back to the memorable home,
That beckoned me that day.

‘The Suicide of the Human Race’
by Rue Muskett, 9.3

A small dark present dropped from the sky
It lands on the ground, a graceful ballerina
Counting time itself
Hell unfolds before staring eyes
A burst of colour made of gluttonous darkness
Its human nature
People can’t change
The rattle of machine guns chattering endlessly
The silent roar of silver soldiers soaring through the air
Ominous retaliation form the frenemy
Ignorance for ignorance
A life for a life
Its human nature
People can’t change
Look closely and you will see,
Behind the mask someone exactly like you and me
Someone young, someone innocent
Follow me and look closer
Behind the young violent monster
Its human nature
People can’t change
Carry on to their very soul,
Their soul is made of the devil
It laughs at suffering
Rewinds at pain
Howls at grief
Its human nature
People can change
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2nd

‘Winter’s Rolled In’
by Chloe Smith, 7.4

3rd

The wafting scent of apple crumble,
As the sun’s last rays begin to stumble,
The wind is shaking the leaves from the trees,
A rainbow frames every one of the scenes.
As the nation wakes in the morning,
The icy breaths start rising,
The naked trees in the field start shaking,
And the crunchy grass starts quaking.
When the country is covered in white,
When the animals go to sleep for the night,
And they don’t awake ’til spring,
That’s when you know that winter’s rolled in.

HARVEST
In October, a series of Harvest Festival assemblies were held for each year group with a guest
speaker from HARP.
Students and staff were invited to bring along
food and toiletry items to be donated to HARP.
HARP is the local charity helping the homeless to
get back on their feet and aiming to end rough
sleeping in Southend-on-Sea.

Sixth Form students packed up all the donated goods and handed them over to HARP.

____________________________________________
DUKE of EDINBURGH AWARD
Congratulations to our Year 11 Duke of Edinburgh Silver Award students on their brilliant
teamwork during the recent expedition weekend in the Sussex South Downs. All groups
completed their expedition section successfully.
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EAST WING NEWS
Following the Foundation Day assembly delivered by Dr Hayman to the whole school,
students and staff were all given the opportunity of a brief tour to view the latest
development of the new East Wing.
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Car Parking - Crest Coaches
We have received a complaint that parents are using the HSS Hire Service car park in Romford when
dropping off students who catch the Crest Coach to school each morning. HSS Hire Service is located
near the coach collection point and parents are parking in the car park to wait with their daughters until
the arrival of the coach. This is a private car park and we would ask parents to respect this and refrain
from parking there.

IMPORTANT NOTICES and INFORMATION FOR PARENTS/CARERS
Parents are requested to call the school on 01702 476026 (Option 2) before 9.00am every day of absence,
giving the reason, i.e. Headache, sickness etc. A letter must be handed in to the school office upon return.
Any student who is sent home, due to having vomited in school, cannot return to school until 24 hours after
the last bout of vomiting. Any student that has vomited at home must not return to school for 24 hours
after the last bout.
Please inform Mrs Martin, our Office Manager, if you have any changes to your contact details, i.e. address,
contact numbers and also if there have been any changes to your daughter’s medical details.
Could we please remind you that if a student is unwell/injured, they are required to go home. When
parents/carers are contacted with regards to collecting their daughter, the expectation is that the
parent/carer will arrange collection immediately.
Parents/Carers are asked not to drive on to the school premises at any time other than after 16.00. The
only exception would be if your daughter/son is unwell and needs collecting from the Medical Room or is
attending an appointment and needs collecting from Reception.
Please do not stop right outside the gates or on the yellow lines when you bring/collect your daughter/son
from school. From a safety aspect, this is dangerous to both pedestrians and drivers.
Thank you for your co-operation.

Dr Paul Hayman

Headteacher

Westcliff High School for Girls
Kenilworth Gardens
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Essex SS0 0BS
Tel: www.whsg.info
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