Newsletter – January 2019

Headteacher: Dr P Hayman

Year 7 Celebration Break
Congratulations to three groups of Year 7 girls
who were invited to a special Celebration
Break with Dr Hayman.
It was a lovely opportunity for the girls to
share stories and anecdotes about their
Christmas break and to meet with Dr Hayman
in an informal setting.
Celebration Breaks will take place every half
term shortly after the PT reports have been
issued.
A selection of students from Years 8, 9 and 10
have already been invited to the Celebration
Breaks for their outstanding achievement.

We are currently holding celebrations for three groups of Year 11 girls and these will take
place by the end of this half term. Congratulations to them all!
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STE(A)M CAREERS FAIR 2019
Pathways to your future
26 Feb at WHSG
Students from all year groups are invited to come and meet universities and
industry experts working in Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts & Maths
An opportunity to find out what careers could be available to you by studying and
working in one of these exciting subjects!
Years 12 and 13 will be able to drop in anytime between 12.30pm – 1.10pm
Year 11 students will be accompanied by their teachers between 1.25pm – 2.25pm
Year 10 students will be accompanied by their teachers between 2.30pm – 3.30pm
Years 7 – 9 students (and anyone that wants to revisit) are welcome to come with
their parents after school from 4pm. FREE to attend but places must be booked by
visiting:
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/south-essex-teaching-school-alliance
Teachers from WHSG and neighbouring secondary schools are also welcome from 4pm
by booking their FREE place:
https://www.stem.org.uk/cpd/446718/steam-fair-drop-session-staff

Some of the organisations coming to speak to you….
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STUDENT NEWS
Last year for twelve weeks, my classmates and I participated in a club called Green Plan It. We had a
series of challenges to do and there were many highs and lows but we eventually overcame them
and made it to the end.
But, before going into the challenges, I would like to tell you what Green Plan It was about. Green
Plan It’s aim was to make people aware of how they can improve the environment. We created 3D
models that represented our ideal garden to benefit our habitat. For example, my group picked fruits
and vegetables that needed a lot of water because of how much rain water is produced in this
country. This way there will be less leftover water in the country. We also had to write a report and
create a design board, both that came hand in hand to show our journey throughout the club. Our
final task was to give a speech and we were asked questions we had to answer on the spot.
We had three categories in which to win:
the students’ pick, where all the
competing schools picked their favourite
model; the most inventive design, where
the most creative one would be the
winner; the quiz prize, where on the day
we set a quiz and whoever got the
highest score won. The overall winner
was the one that stood out the most.
In my opinion, I think that all of our
models were stunning and worthy of
winning, but unfortunately I don’t get to
pick the winners and we only won the
quiz prize. Despite the positive feedback
we received from the judges, it seemed
to not be enough to win.
However, this was a wonderful experience that I know all of us won’t forget. We resolved all
problems that came our way and we bonded and became closer friends. We have learned so much
about the environment and there are so many ways to keep it safe that we don’t do. If we all tried
to, I know that we could make this world a better place.
One thing that we have learned in the challenge that we will all use in everyday life is that, “to
achieve success you must go through downfalls and tough times”.

Maria Sode 8.4

3|Page

I really enjoyed taking part in the Green Plan It
challenge. It was a really fun and engaging
experience and I'm glad that I decided to sign
up in Year 7. The main concept of the project
was to design a garden to improve the
environment and we would go on to make a
model.
We started by brainstorming our ideas (some
better than others) and then some of us visited
Hyde Hall where we took a huge amount of
photos to help with our research; there we also
chose our group name, ours started out as
Flower Tots, but was later altered to the Garden
Warriors.
Over the next few weeks we slowly built up our project, but most of the building was done in the last
few weeks. On the sidelines we also documented our journey in a report and made a collage of
images on a design board to present with our model at the deadline of 12th December 2018. Then,
finally after all our preparation we went back to Hyde Hall and displayed our ideas. Our team even
won the quiz segment.
Overall, I would love to do it again because of all the laughs I had with my friends and all the
creativity and dedication we used to bring our ideas to life.
Zara Ezeasor 8.4
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“Touch the Sky” Campaign Update

Teaching staff and pupils alike have been in awe of the new state of the art facilities in the recently
opened East Wing. It’s fantastic to see the new Food, Textiles, Design and Technology workspaces in
action and pupils enjoying such exciting and attractive areas to study.
The Campaign has been pledged an amazing £249,265 over the next 5 years and our thanks goes to
all who have so generously contributed so far. These contributions will make a huge difference to our
students but we still have a long way to go.
Our next priorities are to complete the top floor of the East Wing so that we can provide an inspiring
space for our Art students and to improve and extend our much loved Library.

We need your help to achieve this and would urge you to support the campaign so that we
can continue to provide our students with learning spaces to help them thrive.
To book a tour of the East Wing and discuss making a one off or monthly contribution please contact
campaign@whsg.info or call Lucy Lock on 01702 476026. Together we can make a difference!

5|Page

“The size and space we now have in
the new Design, Technology and
Engineering area has made a massive
difference to everyone. The pupils
absolutely love it and it's great to have
such amazing facilities to help inspire
engineers of the future"
Miss Parkin, Head of Design,
Technology & Engineering

IMPORTANT NOTICES and INFORMATION FOR PARENTS/CARERS
Parents are requested to call the school on 01702 476026 (Option 2) before 9.00am every day of absence,
giving the reason, i.e. Headache, sickness etc. A letter must be handed in to the school office upon return.
Parents may also email general.enquiries@whsg.info to advise the school of their daughter/son’s absence.

Any student who is sent home, due to having vomited in school, cannot return to school until 24 hours after
the last bout of vomiting. Any student that has vomited at home must not return to school for 24 hours
after the last bout of sickness
Please inform Mrs Martin, our Office Manager, if you have any changes to your contact details, i.e. address,
contact numbers and also if there have been any changes to your daughter/son’s medical details.

Could we please remind you that if a student is unwell/injured, they are required to go home. When
parents/carers are contacted with regards to collecting their daughter, the expectation is that the
parent/carer will arrange collection immediately.

Parents/Carers are asked not to drive on to the school premises at any time other than after 16.00. The
only exception would be if your daughter/son is unwell and needs collecting from the Medical Room or is
attending an appointment and needs collecting from Reception.
Please do not stop right outside the gates or on the yellow lines when you bring/collect your daughter/son
from school. From a safety aspect, this is dangerous to both pedestrians and drivers.
Thank you for your co-operation.

Dr Paul Hayman

Headteacher

Westcliff High School for Girls
Kenilworth Gardens
Westcliff-on-Sea
Essex SS0 0BS
Tel: www.whsg.info

Twitter@WHSG1920
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