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Black History Month - A

teacher/doorman's

perspective

A chil ly February evening,

standing outside of the main

WHSG building waiting for the

crowd to descend. . . Well , they

definitely did descend, but not

al l at once! After some teething

issues with what should have

been a very sophisticated bar-

coding system, assisted by a

very capable team of staff

barring the gates to al l those

without a legitimate ticket, the

doors were final ly closed at

6.45pm for the beginning of a

highly charged and energetic

evening. I t was a sell-out

evening celebrating cultural

pride, through a series of

powerful dances, rap and light-

hearted routines. An

overcrowded hall showcased

the popularity of the event as

did the eagerness of the

visiting observers, which, in

addition to family members

included friends, partners,

charity representatives, past

pupils and some of WHSG's

own teaching staff. Indeed, a

whole gamut of age-groups

were represented.

Continued on page 3...



An important focus of our work this term has been to

complete the references and send off the UCAS

applications for our Year 1 3 students; this year 1 69

students have applied for a university course, and we

have been pleased to see so many of them already

receiving achievable offers from good universities,

including 7 offers from Cambridge.

The life of the school is much more than the formal

education we provide, and so far this year we have had a

number of very successful events at school which have

provided our pupils with opportunities to perform,

generate funds for worthy causes, and develop their

leadership skil ls.

There was a variety of events during October’s Charity

Week; in December our Head of Drama created (with

Year 9 pupils) a Centenary Play based on the memoirs of a past pupil ; we had a Carol

Service at Chalkwell Park Methodist Church, before half term we held a Black History Month

celebration and we have just held the House Music Finals. We have been delighted to

welcome many of you to these events and show your support for the pupils and staff at our

school.

And there is much more to come. After half term we wil l be producing our School Show, ‘Little

Shop of Horrors’, when we wil l turn the hall into a theatre and present a production of the

highest standard.

As part of our Centenary Celebrations you have been invited to join us at Centenary Tea

(Saturday, 7th March 2020) and a Centenary Ball (Saturday, 2nd May 2020) and there wil l be

a Garden Party (joint with WHSB) on Saturday, 20th June 2020.

We cannot expect everyone to get to every event, but as part of our community we hope you

can get to one or more in the remainder of this year.

In the last Newsletter we let you know the sad news that Mr Ed Tsang, a former Maths

teacher at the school had passed. Mr Tsang’s funeral was held at Basildon Crematorium on

4th February 2020. The funeral was very well attended, and included a number of current

and former staff and pupils, which was a tribute to Mr Tsang’s popularity.

Mr Tsang was a very positive and engaging individual; many pupils wil l have a love of

mathematics through his teaching and I know they wil l join me in expressing our condolences

to his family, as well as feeling that there is a gap created by his passing.

Dr Paul Hayman

Head Teacher
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Continued from front page...

Half-way through, the audience members

enthusiastical ly poured out of the hall , eager

to purchase bags of sweets (one young girl

managed to spil l her bag of sweets al l over

the reception carpet) and authentic African

food (which I can affirm was really tasty!), al l

proceeds of course going to charity. We had

to work hard to keep the multitudes moving to

avoid a stampede and ensure that people

had enough time to eat and rest before the

commencement of the second half. Staff and

students in the canteen did an excellent job

of serving food, taking payments and

cleaning up.

The second half was as exciting and raucus

as the first, with roars and cheers of approval,

as act after act took to the stage (the

participants were almost as numerous as the

audience), some even parading in from the

back down the centre isles.

As the show drew to a close and people

slowly fi ltered out, it was clear that nobody

who had attended was disappointed. The

organisers of BHM had done us proud,

pul l ing off an extremely enjoyable,

memorable evening. . . even for a someone

who had observed the entire event from the

school reception area!

Mr T Morgan

Head of RS
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WHSG extends a huge thanks to our PTA for

raising £364 from their recent Valentine's Sale.

Photographed here are just some of the PTA

Committee who work tirelessly to raise money to

benefit our pupils and assist with school functions.

Follow @Westcl iff High School for Girls PTA on

Facebook to ensure you keep up to date with their

various activities in support of the school.

New Football Kits!
Recent purchases from the PTA include a

fantastic new kit for the football team (see

photo below), funding to repair equipment and

sound system in the school gym and assisting

with the costs of the school production of

''Little Shop of Horrors''. We are extremely

grateful to al l the PTA for their hard work and

to all the pupils and parents who support their

fundraising activities.



WHSG Hop On Board to Support
Hares About Town

Southend is hosting one of its most spectacular

public art events ever this summer and we are delighted that WHSG are going to be part

of it. “Hares About Town” wil l see giant hare sculptures weave their way across Southend

forming a free and fun discovery trai l for famil ies to enjoy.

Each sculpture wil l be designed and decorated by local artists, schools and community

groups and sponsored by local businesses in support of Havens Hospices. Pupils wil l be

invited to submit their designs for our sculptures after the half term and the leverets wil l be

decorated with the winning designs by pupils.

Our leveret sculptures

wil l be unveiled to pupils

after half term and we

can't wait to see the

designs from pupils. We

are so excited to be part

of such a fantastic

community event which

wil l encourage famil ies

to get out and about

spotting al l the

wonderful sculptures

and exploring the area.

Page 5SCHOOL NEWS

What is a Leveret?

noun

a young hare.

ORIGIN OF LEVERET

1 400–50; late Middle

English < Anglo-French,

diminutive of levre, Old

French lievre < Latin

leporem, accusative of

lepus hare.
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Last year, the school received a very generous legacy donation from the late June Fryer and

we welcomed the executors of her estate into the school, to let them know how her donation

wil l be spent. The executors enjoyed a tour of the school and met with various members of

staff who explained how the donation wil l help make a difference to pupils. Her donation is

helping fund new equipment and resources across Geography, Music, Drama, the Library, DT,

RE and the East Wing. June Fryer was not a past pupil but wanted her donation to support

hard working girls and we truly are grateful to the executors of her estate, for choosing to

support WHSG with such a significant donation.

Photographed here are executors Lil ian Rogers

and Paul Jones who, along with Sophie and

Eloise Jones, came in to see the plaque located

in the Music block in recognition of the donation.

Also photographed here are Meg Wastel l (1 1 .3)

and Daisy Agidi (1 1 .3), who were among some

of the first pupils to use the new 3D laser

printers purchased by the fund. The three new

3D printers are proving extremely popular with

pupils, many of whom are using them to

produce items as part of their GCSE and A

Level work.

Mrs L Lock

Fundraising Manager

A Lasting Legacy From The Late June Fryer
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As part of our commitment to ensuring the

safety and well-being of our students, we have

launched a new section on our school website

for Safeguarding, which wil l be up-dated with

information, advice and guidance to help you

to keep up-to-date with new developments

and agencies to support young people.

Future Parent Bulletins wil l also include a brief

Safeguarding message.

https://www.whsg. info/1 360/safeguarding

CEOP helps any child or young person under

the age of 1 8 who is being pressured, forced

or tricked into taking part in sexual activity of

any kind when online. This can be something

that has taken place either onl ine or in ‘the

real world’, or both. The CEOP Safety Centre

has clear information and advice on what can

be reported to CEOP, the reporting process

and what wil l happen if you do decide to make

a report. You can visit the CEOP Safety

Centre and make a report directly to CEOP by

clicking the Click CEOP button.

I f you are experiencing online bullying or

something else online has worried you, please

speak to an adult you trust, or you can talk to

Childl ine at any time on 0800 1111 or at

www.childl ine.org.uk.

CLICK CEOP

Child Sexual Exploitation

Child sexual exploitation can be defined as. . 'a

person under 1 8 is sexually exploited when

they are coerced into sexual activities by one or

more person(s) who have deliberately targeted

their youth and inexperience in order to

excercise power over them'.

The Process often involves a stage of

'grooming', in which the child might recieve

something (such as a mobile phone, clothes,

drugs or alcohol, attention or affection) prior to,

or as a result of, performing sexual activities, or

having sexual activities performed on them.

If you are concerned that someone you know

may be being exploited, you should refer

directly to Social Services and the Police. The

Essex Police hotl ine number is 01 245 452058.

I t is open Monday to Friday between 8am and

4pm and you can leave a voicemail outside of

these hours. You can speak to them directly

about your concerns and they'l l be on hand to

offer advice and take reports that help them

investigate crimes.

I f you or a young person are in immediate

danger, dial 999.

For further information, support and guidance

please see

www.paceuk. info

www.essexpolice.uk/advice/child-sexual-

exploitation
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Pupil Premium: Was your adopted child formerly a ‘looked after child’ and adopted on or

after 30 December 2005?

Schools in England can receive the Pupil Premium for children adopted from care, or who

left care under a Special Guardianship Order on or after 30 December 2005. Schools can

also claim the Pupil Premium for children who left care under a Residence Order on or

after 1 4 October 1 991 . The benefits of your child being eligible for this grant means that

the school is able to use this to support with the cost of curriculum trips, curriculum

resources and revision materials.

To enable WHSG school to claim the Pupil Premium, you wil l need contact Miss Knight in

the Finance department and inform her of your child and provide her with the original

Adoption (Court) Order.

For further information, please see link below:

https://www.first4adoption.org.uk/adoption-support/education-support/pupil-premium/

PUPIL PREMIUM

PARENTPAY MEAL ACCOUNTS

Please be reminded to check your child's school meals account on a regular

basis.

Emails are sent out every night if your account is overdrawn.

I f you are not receiving the emails please contact Miss Knight by email

st-jane.knight@whsg. info
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We are thri l led to announce that

BTMK Solicitors are the headline

sponsor of our Centenary Ball . We are

extremely grateful to them for their

kind support and looking forward to

them joining us to celebrate 1 00 years

of WHSG. Nitin Khandhia – Managing

Director, BTMK Solicitors said "We are

absolutely delighted to be supporting

such an important event in Westcl iff

High School for Girl ’s Centenary Calendar. We’re proud that we’re able to be the Headline

Sponsor of the Ball and it’s great to be able to give something back to an institution that gives

so much, year after year, to the local and wider community."

With only a handful of tickets left, it's al l set to be a fantastic

celebration and we are looking forward to our school community

coming together for such a special occasion.

We are sti l l looking for a drinks reception sponsor and for local

companies to provide raffle and auction prizes. We would love

to hear from any parents or carers in our school community,

who may be able to support this prestigious event. Contact Lucy

Lock at st-lucy. lock@whsg. info for detai ls of the sponsorship

packages available and if you are able to help in any way.

CENTENARY BALL
Saturday 2nd May 2020

WHSG & WHSB JOINT GARDEN PARTY
Saturday 20th June 2020

Join us on Saturday 20th June for our joint Garden party with WHSB.

This family friendly event is open to all our school community and we would love to see as

many pupils from past and present

come along and join in the fun.

Various stal ls, entertainment,

refreshments and a programme

showcasing the talent of both schools

wil l take place, so come along for an

afternoon of fun.

Ful l detai ls wil l be circulated after the

half term so save the date for now and

watch this space for information.
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Do you love a good curry?

HARP wil l be hosting a charity curry night at the Regency Spice restaurant in Rochford

on Thursday 27th February 2020, to raise vital funds for our work, helping local people

to overcome homelessness for good.

The night wil l include a delicious buffet meal and we’l l be holding a raffle with some

fabulous prizes up for grabs. Tickets are only £1 7.95 for al l you can eat, so why not

bring friends and family and make a night of it!

Contact us to book your ticket at supportercare@harpsouthend.org.uk

HARP CHARITY FUNDRAISER
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Opportunities for Funded 4 week Teaching Internships in Maths and Physics.

Our Teaching School is excited to be able to offer a 4 week Teaching Internship in

maths or physics for Summer 2020. Teaching Internships al low undergraduates,

on   a STEM related degree course, to find out about about teaching as a career.

This is a paid opportunity to experience teaching. Interns wil l enjoy a range of

activities to help them get a feel for school l ife.

TEACHING INTERNSHIP



Page 1 2LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS



Page 1 3HEALTH & WELL-BEING

No-one should be held back from accessing education due to their period.

This means learners at al l state-maintained schools and 1 6 to 1 9 education organisations

in England wil l have access to free period products in their place of study.

WHSG has a supply of period products for students to access in the school office. This

service is known as 'the red box'.

I f a student would l ike to take any products from the red box, al l they need to do is ask

one of the ladies at the office window if they can use the red box. They are welcome to

take what they need for the day, or a whole packet if they wish.
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Parents and carers are advised that more schools/trusts in the area are consulting on their

admission arrangements for 2021 /22 as required by law. Information is available on

respective school webpages and also on the Southend-on-Sea Borough Council website.

https://www.southend.gov.uk/info/2001 76/school_admissions/777/admission_policies

DIARY DATES

FEBRUARY

Monday 24th February- return to School
8:30am whole school

Wednesday 26th February- School
Production: Little Shop of Horrors

Thursday 27th February- School Production:
Little Shop of Horrors

Friday 28th February- School Production:
Little Shop of Horrors

Saturday 29th February- School Production:
Little Shop of Horrors
Gold Duke of Edinburgh Training, Conference
Centre, 9am-3pm

MARCH

Sunday 1 st March- Gold Duke of Edinburgh
Training, Conference Centre, 9am-3pm

Monday 2nd March- 'I Think We Are Alone' A
Level Theatre Trip, 3:30pm-1 0:30pm

Tuesday 3rd March- Year 1 0 Geography Trip
to Walton-on-the-Naze, 8:50am-5pm
Year 8 Options Evening, 6:30pm- 9pm

Wednesday 4th March- Borough Swimming
Gala

Friday 6th March- Year 1 3 French Students
Day Trip to France

Saturday 7th March- Centenary Afternoon
Tea & Tour (Ticket only- SOLD OUT), 1 2pm-
5:30pm

Monday 9th March- World Challenge E-
Swatini & Mozambique meeting, SL4, 3:30pm

Wednesday 11 th March- Activity day
Year 7- BLP Activity Day- In school
Year 8- Trip to IWM Duxford 8:30am-3:30pm
Year 9- Enterprise Education- In school
Year 1 0- Solve a Crime!- In school
Year 11 - GCSE Art Trip to Tate Modern & Well-
being day

Thursday 1 2th March- Chris Russell , Author
Visit
House Elections

Monday 1 6th-Friday 20th March- Year 1 0
Examinations

Thursday 1 9th March- Year 7 Parents'
Evening, Dining Hall , 4pm-6:30pm

Monday 23rd March- Year 1 0 Sixth Form
Taster Day

Friday 27th March- Movie Night fundraiser for
World Challenge Iceland, Conference Centre,
3:45pm-5:45pm

APRIL

Thursday 2nd April- Year 1 3 Parents'
Evening #2, Main Hall , 3:45pm-6:45pm

Friday 3rd April- LAST DAY OF TERM
Non-Uniform Day

Easter Break- Saturday 4th April- Sunday
1 9th April
Year 7-1 3 Music Tour, Paris, 4th-6th Apri l .
Duke of Edinburgh Gold Practice Expedition,
Brecon Beacons, 4th- 8th Apri l .

Monday 20th April- Start of New Term

Please check the weekly bulletin for
further updates and additions.
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Tuesday 1 4th January - U1 6 Essex Cup Netball vs Burnt Mil l - won 50-7

Thursday 1 6th January - U1 4 Essex Cup Netball vs Sydney Russell - won 30-2

Monday 20th January - Yr 7/8 B Netball vs Thorpe Hall - both teams lost

Monday 27th January - U1 5 Southend League Basketball @ Cecil Jones lost 39-41

Wednesday 29th January U1 6 Essex Cup Netball vs Forest lost 20-22

Thursday 30th January - U1 4 Essex Cup Netball vs Newhall lost 28-1 6

Both the U1 4 and U1 6 made it through to the quarter finals of the Essex cup so should be

very proud of their performances

Tuesday 4th February - Yr 7/8B and Yr 9 Netball vs Chase Yr 7 won 11 -1 , Yr 8 won 1 3-5, Yr9

won 1 3-5

Wednesday 5th February - Yr 7 Southend League + Yr 1 0/11 Netball vs Shoebury Yr 7 won

5-2, Yr 11 lost 1 5-6

Thursday 6th February - Yr 8 A+B and Yr9 Southend League Netball @ Eastwood Yr 8A lost

1 3-5 B team lost 1 9-1 Yr 9 won 1 8-1 4

Thursday 1 3th February - Yr 8 A+B Southend League Netball vs St Bernards Yr 8A drew 8-8,

Yr8B won 9-2

Future Fixtures 2020

Tuesday 25th February - Yr 9 Southend League Netball @ Southchurch 3.30-5.30pm

Wednesday 26th February - U1 5 Southend League Basketball @ Eastwood 3.30-5.30pm

Thursday 27th February - U1 3 Southend League Basketball vs Eastwood 3.30-5pm

Monday 2nd March - Yr 9 Southend League Netball vs Thorpe Hall 3.30-5pm

Wednesday 4th March - Borough Swimming Gala @ Garons - 11 .30-4.30pm

Thursday 5th March - Yr 7/8 Southend League Netball vs Thorpe Hall 3.30-5pm
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