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A Message from Our Head Girl and Head Boy 

 

 

Hello everyone, 
I hope you are all staying safe and keeping well 
during these unprecedented times. The beginning 
of the school lockdown initially might have felt like 
an unexpected holiday, but those feelings were 
short-lived: many of us realised that with the 
absence of school came the absence of classroom 
learning, teachers, friends and memories. 
However we have all adapted to this new 
experience whether that be through taking up new 
interests like baking, painting, running etc. or 
utilising the time by working hard to 
achieve academic goals. I have been keeping 
myself occupied by going on daily walks, talking to 
friends and family, playing piano and revising for 
exams. Fortunately, this new learning experience 
has been great at WHSG with teachers and staff 
going out of their way to provide us with lots of 
online resources, arrange zoom meetings and 
regularly check up on us. This lockdown period 
has given me the opportunity to strengthen my 

independent learning skills and has allowed me to broaden my academic and personal 
interests.  
Although the future seems uncertain, there is a lot to look forward to for when we return to 
school: meeting friends, having teachers within reach, going to the coffee hut and Charity Week 
2020! I look forward to meeting you all then.  Arpitha Abraham 
 
Hi everyone, and I hope you are all well. I've been asked to write a few words about how I’ve 
coped with home learning and what there is to look forward to when we all eventually return to 
school. While home learning has been difficult for all of us, the support from the teaching staff 
has been excellent and has helped during my preparation for exams. I’ve also been using this 
time to prepare for my application to university by doing both wider reading and beginning to 
form my personal statement. Not everything has been about school though, referenced by my 
so far unsuccessful attempts to learn to play the guitar.  
Looking to the future, while we don't know exactly what the situation will be when we return, I 
can assure you that charity week will go ahead, even if the setup may be unfamiliar. I look 
forward to seeing you all again soon. Liam Scott 

 

 



SAFEGUARDING 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of our commitment to ensuring the safety and well-being of our students, we have launched a new 

section on our school website for Safeguarding, which will be up-dated with information, advice and guidance to 

help you to keep up-to-date with new developments and agencies to support young people.   

 

Future Parent Bulletins will also include a brief Safeguarding message. 

 

https://www.whsg.info/1360/safeguarding 

 

CEOP helps any child or young person under the age of 18 who is being pressured, forced or tricked into taking 

part in sexual activity of any kind when online. This can be something that has taken place either online or in ‘the 

real world’, or both. The CEOP Safety Centre has clear information and advice on what can be reported to CEOP, 

the reporting process and what will happen if you do decide to make a report. You can visit the CEOP Safety 

Centre and make a report directly to CEOP by clicking the Click CEOP button. 

 

If you are experiencing online bullying or something else online has worried you, please speak to an adult you 

trust, or you can talk to Childline at any time on 0800 1111 or at www.childline.org.uk. 

 

SCHOOL PROVISION FOR CHILDREN OF KEY WORKERS 

If you are a key worker and need to send your child to school, please email generalenquiries@whsg.info 

prior to sending them in.   

If you have confirmed with us that your child will be attending school and they are unwell or you 
change your plans please generalenquiries@whsg.info as soon as possible.   
 

If you have concerns about the wellbeing of a child please contact the police or social services.   

If you wish to speak to the WHSG Designated Safeguarding Lead then please call  

Mrs Sarah Bain (Designed Safeguarding Lead) on 07842 062450 or email st-sarah.bain@whsg.info,  

or email Dr Hayman (Assistant Designated Safeguarding Lead) on st-paul.hayman@whsg.info. 
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SAFEGURDING CONTINUED.. 

Domestic Abuse 

Domestic abuse is any type of controlling, bullying, threatening or violent behaviour between people in a 

relationship. But it isn’t just physical violence – domestic abuse includes emotional, physical, sexual, financial or 

psychological abuse. 

Abusive behaviour can occur in any relationship. It can continue even after the relationship has ended. Both 

men and women can be abused or abusers. 

Domestic abuse can seriously harm children and young people. Witnessing domestic abuse is child abuse, and 

teenagers can suffer domestic abuse in their relationships. 

If you are concerned that someone is in an abusive relationship, please refer to the police. 

For further information, support and guidance follow the link to 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse-and-neglect/domestic-abuse/ 

https://www.essex.police.uk/advice/clare-s-law-right-to-ask/ 

Online Safety 

The internet is a great place to connect with other, to be creative and to discover new things. 

Top tips 

1. Protect your online reputation: use the services provided to manage your digital footprints and ‘thing 

before you post.’ 

2. Know where to find help: understand how to report to service providers and use blocking and deleting 

tools. If something happens that upsets you online, it’s never too late to tell someone. 

3. Don’t give in to pressure: if you lose your inhibitions you’ve lost control; once you’ve pressed send you 

can’t take it back. 

4. Respect the law: use reliable services and know how to legally access the music, film and TV you want. 

5. Acknowledge your sources: use trustworthy content and remember to give credit when using others’ 

work/ideas. 

For further information, support and guidance follow the link to 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk 

www.nationalonlinesafety.com 

 

 

 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse-and-neglect/domestic-abuse/
https://www.essex.police.uk/advice/clare-s-law-right-to-ask/
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/
http://www.nationalonlinesafety.com/


 



  

PLEASE SEE OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE FOR UPDATES AND USEFUL INFORMATION REGARDING YOUR 

WELLBEING DURING SCHOOL CLOUSRES: https://www.whsg.info/1785/wellbeing 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Improvement Fund Will Give Pupils 

A Huge Lift! 

With thanks to the generosity of all those who contribute 
to the School Improvement Fund, we are delighted to have 
received our fantastic new WHSG branded 17 seater 
minibus. The minibus will be a huge asset to the school and 
will help transport pupils on various trips and sporting 
fixtures throughout the year.  Lucy Lock, Fundraising 
Manager said "We are so grateful to all the parents and 
carers who contribute to the fund for making this possible. 
We desperately needed another minibus to keep up with 
our busy programme of activities for pupils and the new 
minibus will ensure we arrive in style wherever we go!"  
 
Our next priorities for the School Improvement Fund 
include new trampolines and fitness equipment, LED 
floodlighting for the netball courts and improving the 
outdoor picnic benches. 
 
The School Improvement Fund exists to purchase items to 
help enhance the facilities for pupils to enjoy and is solely 
funded by parents and carers. If you would like to support 
the fund by setting up a monthly standing order, simply 
email st-lucy.lock@whsg.info for a form and further details. 
 

East Wing Update 

After months of negotiating with 
contractors and consulting our architects, 
we are thrilled to announce that the final 
stage of the East Wing is now underway 
as work has commenced on completing 
the top floor.  When finished, the top 
floor will accommodate 3 new Art rooms 
with the kiln room finally on the same 
level.  Watch this space for progress 
updates and sincere thanks to all our 
donors who have supported such a vital 
addition to the school.  
 



STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT DURING LOCKDOWN- Reading Around the Subject 

We were incredibly pleased to receive the following message from Precious Rotimi-Fabolude: 

At the start of quarantine, I entered a competition with Torch Oxford simply out of boredom 

where I had to write a 1500 word essay about some sort of link between the humanities and 

science and I entered and found out today that I won the top runners up prize of £25 for the under 

18 category! I'm literally over the moon and I thought I'd let you know this as the year 11 learning 

manager know! Thank you and all the other teachers so much for helping me by teaching me the 

skills and knowledge needed to write this essay! The link to my entry is 

here https://www.torch.ox.ac.uk/article/to-what-extent-is-the-scientific-potential-of-vaccines-

limited-by-society-runner-up-of-the-1 

It is an outstanding achievement and WHSG are very proud. Congratulations! 

 

Bella Rawson has had an article published in the respected magazine The Meridian. Her 

eloquently written piece  can be found here: https://meridian-magazine.com/less-than-a-fifth-of-

mps-have-a-background-in-science-heres-why-thats-a-problem/  

congratulations to Bella, it has been wonderful to read your article! 

Amelia Priest has been doing a bit of wider reading whilst we are off. She has written an 

interesting article: 

Many people suspect that the quarantine will bring about another baby boom. In the past, extreme weather 
conditions such as hurricanes are a prime example of how events forcing people to stay sheltered for 
prolonged periods of time lead to a spike in births. This is, of course, a good thing, which will no doubt bring 
about some positivity to these unprecedented times, however there are a huge number of factors that 
determine the health of a newborn, which will even contribute to their life expectancy and risks to certain 
diseases. Now more than ever is the perfect chance for mothers to optimise the health of their newborns.  
 
In developed countries, many women choose to give birth via C-section for convenience, rather than for 
medical reasons. In the United States, a third of all births are through C-section, and in the UK it is 23% of 
all births, but if C-sections were purely given for medical reasons only, then that number should rest 
somewhere between 5-10%. Babies born through C-section see an increased risk of type 1 diabetes, 
asthma and coeliac disease, and 8 times the risk of developing allergies. This is because as a baby is born, 
it should pass through the birth canal where it is exposed to a great deal of it’s mother's microbes, and this 
initial exposure has a huge long-term difference on the child’s immunity. During these times, mothers may 
be less likely to choose C-section over a natural birth, because hospitals will begin to fill with COVID 
patients. This will definitely benefit the health of children born, because where possible a natural birth 
should be chosen! 
 
Another hugely important factor is breastmilk, which contains important antibodies to protect the newborn 
from infections, as well as leukocytes, antimicrobial enzymes and beneficial microbes like Bifidobacterium 
infantis. There has been some evidence that breastfeeding lowers the risk of allergies and autoimmune 
disorders, and breastfeeding also has benefits for the mother, because it can help to strengthen the bond 
between mother and child. It is estimated that between 1 and 2 million lives could be saved each year 
through improved breastfeeding practices. 
 

https://www.torch.ox.ac.uk/article/to-what-extent-is-the-scientific-potential-of-vaccines-limited-by-society-runner-up-of-the-1
https://www.torch.ox.ac.uk/article/to-what-extent-is-the-scientific-potential-of-vaccines-limited-by-society-runner-up-of-the-1
https://meridian-magazine.com/less-than-a-fifth-of-mps-have-a-background-in-science-heres-why-thats-a-problem/
https://meridian-magazine.com/less-than-a-fifth-of-mps-have-a-background-in-science-heres-why-thats-a-problem/


Diet is incredibly important during pregnancy - as the Barker Hypothesis states, what happens in the womb 
will determine health/wellbeing for the rest of the child’s life. A healthy diet is crucial, and the NHS website 
recommends this to include 5 portions of fruit and veg a day; plenty of fibre; starchy foods like wholegrains; 
sources of protein; 2 portions of fish a week; a source of calcium and plenty of fluid.  
 
In 1944 there was a famine in the Netherlands due to the war, which meant that mother’s at the time were 
malnourished while pregnant. A year later, when the war ended, the famine was over, which meant that 
children who were born at this time were able to resume a normal/healthy diet growing up. Despite being 
born healthy, and leading healthy lives, when these children reached their 50s/60s, they had double the 
rate of heart disease, and increased rates of cancer and diabetes when compared to children who were 
born at the same time elsewhere. This just goes to show how crucial a healthy diet is to the development 
and wellbeing of a baby.  
 
Now more than ever is the perfect time for everyone to become more conscious of their health, because 
now we all have time on our side. We have time to prepare nutritious meals, and learn how to cook rather 
than reaching for fast/convenience food. We have time to sit outside, read a book, and get away from 
school and everyday life. We have time to exercise - go on a stroll, follow an at home workout, do some 
yoga in your garden! 
 
With everything scary happening in the world right now, it is easy to lose yourself in all the negativity, but 
we must remember how magnificent and strong our bodies are. We are programmed to survive. After all, 
the mortality rate of COVID-19 is 12% in the UK , meaning 88% of people survive; 5 out of every 6 smokers 
will not get lung cancer, and every day it is estimated that between 1 and 5 of your cells turn cancerous, but 
your immune system successfully tracks these cells down and kills them.  
 
Your body has kept you safe until now, and it will continue to do so. What’s important is to stay positive, be 
active and eat healthily. Soon, these dark times will be over, and things will be as close to normal as they 
can.  
 

Would you like to write an article about an article you have been reading? Then email it in to 

your teacher.  

  

Hannah Packer got in touch to 

share that she has been keeping 

busy by baking, gardening and 

making movies!  

What new skills have you 

developed during lockdown? 



Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge 

 

 
 
 
On 8th June our Jack Petchey Speak Out finalists gathered with a team of judges on Zoom for our annual 
Speak Out Assembly Final. Shamsa Kiwanuka, Deborah Douherty and Blessing Abiri spoke boldly and 
bravely, delivering their truth on a variety of topics. Shamsa spoke of the problems with perfection while 
Blessing and Deborah expressed their views on the Black Lives Matters movement calling for an end to 
systemic racism, offering voices for change. I think I can speak for all staff involved that all three spoke 
passionately and eloquently despite the strange online format - so unlike our normal competition.  After 
much deliberation, Blessing Abiri was crowned champion and will be competing in an online Regional Final 
(on July 16th)*. Her speech 400 Years speaks out against systemic racism and calls her audience to take 
note and work together for change.  
 
We are hoping to continue our success in this competition and wish Blessing the very best of luck for her 
Regional Final - we are all extremely proud of you! 

 
* As we went to press we are extremely proud to announce that Blessing won the Regional Final. 
Congratulations to Blessing on a very well deserved win! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Daisy Hardy- Using Lockdown to Help Others and Learn New Skills 
 
This is a strange time for Year 11 who were all working so hard ready to sit their GCSEs. Overnight, their lives were 
completely changed and they were left disheartened and disconcerted. I am pleased to find that despite this 
uncertain time, many Year 11 students have put their time and effort into doing lots of charitable and noble 
activities.  
 

One year 11 student, Daisy Hardy, has been using her time to make a difference 
to several peoples’ lives. Firstly, Daisy tutors a Year 9 student from a different school, helping her with both Spanish 
and Maths studies. Before lock-down, Daisy had been receiving sign language lessons from a deaf nun called Marika. 
The lessons have stopped on a face-to-face basis for now, but Daisy has been watching sign language DVDs to keep 
her learning going. Daisy passed her level one qualification in sign language last July and is currently working towards 
her level two. Daisy decided she wanted to learn sign language as she aspires to enter the medical world and Marika 
once told Daisy how difficult it is to be understood when she has hospital visits. Daisy has also been taking Marika’s 
deaf assisted dog for walks to help her out during this time. Additionally, with her mum, Daisy made a menu and 
baked cakes for her road’s VE day lock-down street party.   
On top of all of this, Daisy has also been finding time to learn how to play chess as well as partaking 
in numerous online courses to prepare herself for A-levels.  
I am very proud of Daisy for turning a bleak situation into a positive opportunity to help others, better herself and to 
prepare for her future.   
I know many other Year 11 students are also engaging in thoughtful activities and preparing themselves for their 
next steps so please stay in contact and share all that you have been doing during this time.   
 
Miss Wadley-Smith   

 

Ms Grant’s Green Fingers! 

I have always been an avid gardener and, similar to millions of others throughout lockdown, I have 
particularly been enjoying the garden and been busying myself planting and sowing seeds. Monty Don from 
the BBC's Gardener's World has asked viewers to send in videos of their gardens to share with the nation. I 
have produced a video and submitted. I keenly await every Friday evening to see whether my video gets its 
public airing! - nothing as yet!! 

 
https://youtu.be/aiH_xVunwT0 

https://youtu.be/aiH_xVunwT0


Mr Vinten has selected some outstanding artwork produced during the 
lockdown period. Well done to Eve, Jonie, Isobel and Emily. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emily Tsang 8.5 

Eve Richardson 9.2 

Isobel Kyle 7.1 

Jonie Lai 7.2 

“The best 

‘Atmospheric 

Perspective’ 

piece I’ve marked 

all year!” Mr 

Yeomans 

Reema Hindocha 8.2 



GCSE & A LEVEL ART SHOWS 

 
Over the lockdown period many school events have had to be cancelled. In order for our talented artists to still share 

their work a new website has been created to showcase their GCSE and A Level work. Please show your support and 

take a look https://lauraconlon25.wixsite.com/westcliff 

 

 

https://lauraconlon25.wixsite.com/westcliff


Thanks to PTA Funding for New Fitness Equipment 

 

 

The PE department would like to say a big thank you to the PTA for agreeing to buy some new equipment for the 

fitness suite. The PTA have very kindly bought a new storage system where we are able to keep all of the weights, 

balls and skipping ropes and also a new stereo system with speakers integrated into the wall. This has meant that we 

have been able to re-arrange the fitness suite to make more space for classes to perform exercises on the floor and 

use the space more effectively. Before lockdown classes were able to enjoy the new style fitness suite and have the 

joy of music without have to carry a big speaker up the stairs.  

 

The new style of the fitness suite allowed us to have so much more space to use all of the equipment, and it looks so 
much better! Ayana Bull-Mannan 
 
The fitness suite was a very nice experience and it felt as if I was in a real life gym. I've always wanted to go into a 
gym and use the equipment but I was never old enough, however doing PE in the fitness suite finally let me have that 
experience! :) Aanya Gupta 
 

Before lockdown I was able to use the new style fitness suite, it was really good and quite nice to use. Grace Bleakley 

The new setup is really spacious and the layout is very organized and practical, love it!  Rachel Davey 
 

It was really interesting there was more space use equipment such as skipping ropes and weights . Thayura 
Sivakaran 

 



 

 

 

Geography- Weather Measuring Instruments 

As part of their ongoing learning about weather and climate last half term, Year 7 Geography pupils focused on the 

importance of gaining an accurate measurement of the weather. They created and used their own measuring 

instruments to record their weather in their own gardens for a week, in the same way that the Met Office do on a 

national scale. Devices created ranged from rain gauges to measure precipitation, to complex wind vanes and 

anemometers to measure wind direction and speed and most impressively some students were even able 

to create barometers to study the important data of atmospheric pressure changes.  

   

    

Evie’s Act of Kindness as Part of Leigh-on-Sea 

‘Tin Team’ 

Evie from 7.2 emailed Miss O’Brien to tell her all about her 
volunteering during lockdown. In this initiative, set up by a wonderful 
lady in Leigh on Sea, a group of local residents have pulled together 
to support those in need. Evie and her Mum have been part of one of 
these teams!  
 
Evie said: 
 
During this pandemic, my mum and I have joined a ‘tin team’. This is 
where we get given different roads around our local area to deliver 
notes, asking members of the public to leave tin of food if they want 
to. They would then get delivered to a place that gives the food to 
people who can’t get food at this moment in time. So, once a month 
we deliver the notes and then the next week we pick up all the food. 
The first week we did it, from just two roads, there was a whole big 
room full of food and old clothes for the homeless! It has been so fun! 
 
Evie Prince 
7.2  
 
We are so proud of Evie and all of the members of our school 
community who continue to show selfless and caring acts of kindness 
during testing times 
 



Year 7 Activity Day Pre-Lockdown 

BLP Enterprise 

          

 

WHSGlee Club 

Watch the video here: https://youtu.be/CTXEyF0OfCE 

WHSG Virtual Vocal Ensemble 

Performed by Ellie Wilcox (Yr8), Isabel Beresford-Cole (Yr11), Megan Matthew (Yr11), Ellie Stewart (Yr13), Rachael 
Travers (Yr13) and Mrs Daniels 
Video was produced by Isabel Beresford-Cole 
 
During lockdown, the WHSG Music Department have been hosting live Zoom ensemble rehearsals with a great turn 
out from students across all year groups. From these rehearsals, we decided that it would be a great idea to follow 
the trend and create a virtual performance. Today we have a performance from the WHSG Virtual Vocal Ensemble, 
which showcases the work from a selection of these students. Each student recorded their part and these individual 
performances were then combined to create a virtual ensemble performance. I would like to thank Isabel Beresford-
Cole for producing the final video for us.  
 
If you want to view this video again, we have a NEW WHSG Music channel on YouTube. We hope you 
enjoy! https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCocYcmiCul5-MXnSvKuiBOg 
 

In response to the lockdown, WHSGlee club (Yr11) wanted to come together to help people who are feeling 
lonely and missing their friends and family. We decided to create a video and chose the song, “You Will Be 
Found” from Dear Evan Hansen. The lyrics are very apt to the situation we are in and it is very emotive. WHSGlee 
held a group rehearsal where Isabel taught the harmonies. The group members then went away to record their 
individual videos, which Isabel then put together to create the final product. We hope you enjoy it!  
 
With thanks to: Mariama Bah, Isabel Beresford-Cole, Tala Briones, Aimee Cornish, Poppy Froud, Amélie Hoeb, 

Laura Howe, Heidi Hoxha, Kiran Johar, Megan Matthew, Trudy Nelson, Lily Warwick. 

 

https://youtu.be/CTXEyF0OfCE
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCocYcmiCul5-MXnSvKuiBOg


WHSG Virtual Live Lounge 

 
Watch the video here: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCocYcmiCul5-MXnSvKuiBOg 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCocYcmiCul5-MXnSvKuiBOg


WHSG Piano Recital 

 
Well done to all the Music Students that took part in a Virtual Piano Recital that was broadcast on 

Facebook and Youtube on Friday 3rd July. The very talented students demonstrated their skills beautifully. 

The video can be watched here: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCocYcmiCul5-MXnSvKuiBOg 

Please subscribe to the WHSG Music Channel to be kept updated with all new videos and 

performances.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCocYcmiCul5-MXnSvKuiBOg


Virtual Sports Day  

Well done to all students that took part in the virtual Sport Day activities.  

 

   

  

  

 



Young Enterprise Trade Fair 

 

Our experience at the Young Enterprise Trade Fair at Eastgate Shopping Centre was very 
enjoyable. Our company, ‘Branching Out’ sold multi-purpose glass bottles to promote the 
importance of reusable materials and the reduction of single-use plastics which are damaging for 
the environment. 
We tried to spread this message when marketing our products at the fair by pinning posters on our 
display board and approaching consumers walking past to interest them in what we do as a small 
business and how we want to help the planet’s sustainability. 
Our Managing Director, Savri Mantri, co-ordinated the layout of our stall and the display board and 
particularly drew attention to how our bottles help to take a small step towards environmental 
development. 
Our Marketing Director, Divine Tebite, stood in front of our stall and confidently welcomed passers 
by to take a look at our bottles if they were interested and her sales skills largely led to our (almost 
- bar one) sell-out of all of our bottles by the end of the day. 
Lastly, our Finance Director, Sky Warwick-Yamamoto, managed the money we started with and 
kept a careful note of each sale we made, adding up the sum total regularly and calculating the 
profits made. 
Overall, it was a very memorable and interesting day which not only taught us a lot about how to 
successfully brand ourselves in the business industry but also a lot about ourselves as a team 
and young entrepreneurs, and enabled us to win the judges special prize. 
 
-Sky Warwick-Yamamoto 
 

                                        

            



Changes to Planned Centenary Events 

    

    

 

      

WHSG Centenary Ball – Update 
 
 
Centenary Ball To Celebrate 101 Years of WHSG! 
 
We have once again moved the date of our Centenary Ball and it is now taking place on Saturday 
22nd May 2021 at The Boundary in Southend. All those who purchased tickets will be contacted to 
see if they are still able to join us and we very much look forward to celebrating our milestone with 
our school community....albeit it a year later than initially planned!  Please email st-
lucy.lock@whsg.info for full details of what promises to be an evening of glitz and glamour. 
 
 
 
Joint Garden Party with WHSB – POSTPONED 

The Joint Garden Party scheduled to take place with WHSB on 20th June has also had to be 
postponed to 19th June 2021.  

 

Hares About Town Public Art Trail  

The organisers of the Public Art trail Hares About Town have notified us this week that they have 
had to postpone the event and released the following statement: 

“The team at Hares About Town has decided to delay delivery of this world-class art trail for 
the time being, as a precautionary measure to help minimise the impact of Covid-19 
(Coronavirus). We look forward to bringing colour and conversations to the streets over the 
months ahead, and we will share a new launch date in due course.” 
 
Thank you to all the pupils who have submitted their design for our leverets. As I am sure you can 
appreciate, as we have a skeleton staff at the moment we have been unable to select a winning 
design but details will follow in due course.  I am sure our leverets will enjoy their extended stay at 
WHSG until they need to hop off and join the art trail. Look out for them around the school when 
you return!  
 



COMMENTS & THANKS FROM PARENTS & 

STUDENTS 

 
The year 8s have once again been busy writing 'Thank you' notes to staff at Westcliff this year. 

They are always very well received but this year in particular, staff have all needed that extra 

boost at the end of a tough term. The gratitude they show in their writing is really wonderful and as 

a year group they make their form tutors and I incredibly proud. They have sent notes to their 

subject teachers, to their form tutors, their learning manager, the support staff who call them each 

week and the site team. One even went to all staff! I hope they continue this act of kindness for the 

rest of their time at the school. 

 

 
  



 I want to say thank you to Westcliff, to 

all the teachers and staff who have put 

their everything into getting through this 

quarantine. The whole way through, I 

have felt supported, I have felt in 

control, and I have felt like my 

education has not been negatively 

impacted. All members of staff have 

made so much effort to ensure that I 

am understanding the work, that I am 

feeling okay, and that I am completing 

the set tasks. Everyone has put so, so 

much into making PowerPoints, 

organising zoom meetings, responding 

to emails etc. I know that I am so lucky 

to be at a school like Westcliff that 

really cares about its pupils. Many other 

people are nowhere near as fortunate, 

but I am lucky to be at such a great 

school 

My teachers have been doing 

everything they can to make sure we all 

stay up to date on school work and I 

really appreciate the support they give 

to us. I feel comfortable emailing them 

any questions and I enjoy the Zoom 

calls! 

Lots of teachers 

have made a big 

effort to help us 

and upload 

multiple resources 

so we can access 

whichever ones 

we find the easiest 

to learn from. All 

of my questions 

and emails are 

answered very 

quickly and I still 

feel like I am 

learning new 

things at home 

especially through 

additional zoom 

calls and 

workshops. 

A nice enough amount of work is being 

set at the right times and teachers reply 

to questions relatively quickly and often 

check my progress 

I feel as if my teachers have gone out 

of their way to try and help. However, I 

have found it difficult learning at home 

as it takes me longer than the lesson 

time to understand and complete the 

work. 

My teachers have been extremely 

supportive and helpful, I'm just 

struggling a lot with motivation and 

feeling a bit overwhelmed. 

It’s good because a lot of my teachers 

add videos or audios of them 

explaining the work which makes it 

easier to do. 

Teachers are putting a lot of effort in 

to help me learn, for example, Miss 

Kennedy makes YouTube videos for 

our class and Mr Britton sent me a 

15 minute video of his explanation of 

something I didn’t understand. 

There’s been many zoom lessons so 

there’s still face to face interactions. 

Detailed PowerPoints that we would 

usually do in lessons are also uploaded 

along with extra resources/wider reading 

that we could do. 

Considering the 

circumstances, I 

think that the 

teachers have 

done all that they 

can considering. 

However, I would 

much prefer an 

interactive lesson 

where I am able to 

ask questions, etc. 

 
Teachers have made the experience 

more enjoyable by interacting with us 

via zoom whilst also setting us some 

challenging work to keep our brains 

stimulated during these extraordinary 

circumstances 

The History department has been really good because we have 

had zoom calls every week and they reply to emails and send 

feedback really quickly. The Geography department have also 

responded to emails and given feedback quickly and I have also 

had a few zoom lessons. They also put voice messages 

explaining things on PowerPoints so I understand the lessons 

better. The English department has also been really helpful with 

resources and the work set. All of my teachers have been really 

good with checking in and making sure that I am still doing well 

at school. 

Had plenty of resources and help from 

staff. 

Just wanted to say well done and thank you for your continued 

efforts in keeping us all informed through this difficult time.  

We’re so thankful for all the help our daughter has received from 
WHSG. She’s looking forward to returning in September. 

Thank you for all your help this term. 

School has been a lifeline to my 

daughter in these uncertain times!  I 

think all the staff deserve a lovely 

summer after the last few months! 

 I want to thank all the staff at WHSG for the immense support 

provided in the unprecedented times. Have a lovely summer! 


