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LIBRARY TIMES 

It’s all change in the Library! 

Everything had to be moved to allow the 
scaffolders access.  

Bright, cosy and warm…and full of surprises 

Incorporation of MG16 into the Library 
It was always the plan to extend the Library into 
MG16 (the adjacent room) and properly redevelop 
the room; however, it is a long-term plan requiring 
planning and funding to achieve. In the meantime, 
to address the issues of space and alleviate the 
pressure on Hylands and the Conference Centre,  
Mr Cooper approved our written proposal for a 
short-term plan to create a multi-functional space. 

In the plan, the main Library would remain a study 
space with MG16 offering the flexibility of additional 
study space, the option of a quick conversion to a 
mini conference space for Careers talks or other 
events, incorporating the Library’s Careers section 
as well as a comfortable Well-Being zone. 

The new space opened after half term and has 
been greatly appreciated by the students, 
particularly the Sixth Formers. 

Windows 
As beautiful as it is, the Library has never been  
a warm room in the winter months. The windows 
are impressively huge, similar to those in the Main 

It was all change in the Library during the spring term and students seem to be happy with the results, 
just in time for exam season with stress levels on high alert. So, what has changed? 

Hall, but the old Crittal windows were draughty 
and single glazed. At the end of February, it was 
the Library’s turn for an upgrade. Sadly, this 
meant both the Library and MG16 had to be 
closed to students for a week in order for the 
work to be carried out safely as scaffolding was 
erected inside both rooms…yes, INSIDE!  
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With new 
windows and 
upgraded 
heating the 
Library is 
now more 
energy 
efficient. 

the much-loved bean bag 
has reappeared. Again, it is a 
work in progress, so watch 
this space as it grows and 
evolves. 

While the doors were closed to students, we 
were still providing a ‘click and collect’ service 
out of MG16 and supporting students by email, 
as well as beavering away on other projects 
despite the cold, drilling, hammering and smell! 

Once the scaffolding came down the 
benefits were immediate – a bright and warm 
room and for once we were able to turn the 
heating DOWN, conserving energy. 

Careers section on the move 
MG16 is now the centre for Careers talks 
organised by Mr MacNamara and Mr Fraser,  
so it makes sense for our Careers section to 
move from upstairs too. 

Part of our remit as a school library is to 
provide information from Year 7 through to 
Year 13 and beyond regarding progression to 
university or the workplace. Now we have a 
larger space in MG16, we can dedicate more 
room for Careers-related information and 
resources, and this is an area which will evolve 
and develop over time, keeping in step with 
student aspirations. 

Well-Being Zone 
Post Covid, stress levels are high particularly for 
our Year 11s and Year 13s who face the prospect 
of the first formal exams in two years. Mrs Bain 
asked if the Library could incorporate a Well-
Being Zone (its working name) where students 
could sit quietly to decompress and relax. You 
might have recognised one of the pink tub 
chairs from Reception, which now sports a pink 
cushion and cosy navy blanket. We have also 
ordered a couple of bookcases for the area and 

Generous gift to buy a new sofa 
As a library we are so blessed to be 
supported by our wonderful school 
community as well as the wider 
community. Earlier in the year we were 
made aware the Library had been left a 
generous legacy and wanted to purchase  
a timeless piece which would befit such  
a legacy. 

We are so in love with our new patchwork Chesterfield, inspired by 
the common room at Queen’s College, Oxford. 

The current modular sofa is tired and stained; 
so, it made sense to look at updating it and 
enhance the aesthetic of the Library. We aspired 
to aim for an Oxford University common room 
theme to create a fusion of traditional and 
modern styles, reflecting our vision for the future 
of the Library. 

Handmade in Manchester, I think you will agree 
our patchwork sofa is a thing of beauty…so much 
so, various members of staff have also looked to 
purchase from the range!! 

We hope you love it as much as we do and 
have added toning cosy blankets and cushions  
to add to your comfort. It is an expensive piece  
of furniture, not normally found in a school,  
so please treat it with respect and we ask you  
not to put your bags, drinks or shoes on it. 
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  Breaking news!...Breaking news!...Breaking news!...Breaking news!...Breaking news!... 
 

WHSG favourite Laura Dockrill  
IS BACK! 
We are absolutely thrilled to announce the fabulous 
Laura Dockrill will be coming back to WHSG in July to 
celebrate her 10th visit as our author-in-residence. 

2020 should have been the year of a double celebration for us 
at WHSG with the school’s centenary neatly coinciding with 
Laura’s 10th visit. But as March 2020 saw everything grind to  
a halt due to the pandemic, we have not been able to invite 
authors into school since. 

That is all set to change this July! Laura has confirmed she is 
heading back to Westcliff-on-sea for a uniquely Laura-styled day 
of fun. 

Multi-talented, Laura is an accomplished author of children’s 
fiction from babies through to YA as well as a non-fiction book 
about her experience as a new mum. She is also an illustrator, 
lyricist, tv scriptwriter, poet as well as a creative writer for 
advertising AND she also loves to rap, so her visit is always good 
fun. 

Year 7 will be split into three groups, each treated to a lesson 
of fun with Laura as she talks about her writing and what 
inspires her to write, which always includes a hilarious Q&A 
session with students. Talking about her book Big Bones in 2019, 
a typical question asked who her ideal boyfriend would be if he 
was a food? ‘A croissant of course’! And why not?!  

One of the highlights of Laura’s visits is always the lunchtime 
book signing event in the Library which gives students the 
opportunity to buy a copy of Laura’s book and have it signed. 
Laura also loves a selfie and is always happy to pose with 
students for fun. 

After lunch, Laura will work with two small groups of 
selected students from Year 7 and a Year 12 English A-Level class 
to complete the day. 

Closer to her visit we will announce further details of the day 
as well as how to purchase her book ahead of the book signing 
event, but it is guaranteed to be a fun day and a fantastic way 
to reboot live author visits. 
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La Dame De Fer 

de Mme Guthrie 

La Dame de Fer, c’est la Tour Eiffel car elle est en fer.  
Elle a 135 ans. Elle est née le 31 mars 1887 à Paris pour 
l’Exposition Universelle de 1889. Son père s’appelait 
Gustave Eiffel (1832–1923). Il était fier d’elle car elle 
marquait les 100 ans de la Révolution Française et 
symbolisait le progrès industriel français. 
 

Elle mesure 300 m (324 m avec ses 120 antennes). Elle 
devait mourir à 20 ans mais elle vit toujours grâce à 
ses antennes qui servent pour la transmission de la 
radio et la télévision. 

Elle pèse 10 100 tonnes. Elle a quatre jambes solides 
qui s’appellent piliers Est, Nord, Sud et Ouest.  

En 1889, elle était rouge. Elle est devenue jaune en 1907 et elle est marron 
depuis 1968. 

Elle est repeinte tous les 7 ans. 

Pour visiter la Tour, tu peux gravir les 674 marches 
de l’esplanade au deuxième étage. C’est moins 
cher et un bon exercice physique! 

Ou bien tu peux utiliser l’ascenseur. Il est 
obligatoire pour monter au troisième étage de  
la Tour. 

Le premier étage est le plus moderne et  
le plus intéressant. Tu peux marcher sur 
des planchers de verre et autour de 
l’étage pour admirer Paris. 

Le deuxième étage est le plus commercial. Tu peux acheter 
des souvenirs dans les boutiques, manger dans son 
restaurant gastronomique ‘Le Jules Vernes’ et faire le tour 
des galeries pour admirer des vues magnifiques sur Paris. 
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Le troisième étage contient le musée de 
Gustave Eiffel où on trouve Gustave Eiffel 
(assis à droite) et l’inventeur américain 
Thomas Edison (assis à gauche) en forme de 
personnage de cire. 

La Tour Eiffel est illuminée tous les soirs jusqu’à 1 heure du matin. Les couleurs changent selon les 
occasions comme les fêtes ou en soutien aux pays étrangers. 

7.2’s fundraising superstars 

In January, a group of enterprising students asked if 
they could run a raffle in collaboration with the 
Library to raise money to buy books and resources 
for our students with a visual impairment. 

All book lovers, they wanted to help create a more 
inclusive environment for their fellow students, who 
generally tend to rely on audiobooks for their 
reading. 

Their enthusiasm for selling raffle tickets was 
inspiring and included a pop-up sales desk in the 
Library every break and lunchtime, as well as mobile 
sales around the school. The Sixth Formers were 
particularly fond of the number of posters the girls 
created for their stall. 

They raised an astonishing £182.15 and have 
caught the bug for fundraising, asking if they can 
make it an annual event! 

The winners of the raffle were: 

1st prize: Josh Madell, 6SBR, who won a £10 
Waterstone’s gift voucher. 

2nd prize: Mrs Emmerton from the SETSA Office 
who won a copy of Holly Jackson’s As Good As Dead 
(from the A Good Girl’s Guide To Murder series. 

Congratulations on a fantastic effort girls! 

Lily-Kate, Jessica, Leah, Niamh and Ellie from 7.2 were 
delighted with their chocolates from Mrs Giles as a reward 
for their tireless fundraising. 

Two of the posters created by the 
girls to promote the raffle. Bravo! 
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Rumaysa’s Reviews 
Before The Coffee Gets Cold: Tales from 
the café 
by Toshikazu Kawaguchi 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
I’ve always loved reading, and now I also 
enjoy writing about books I’ve read  
over the course of the year. Genres I 
particularly like include those written in 
the 19th and early 20th century, as well 
as modern fantasy fiction. I don’t have a 
favourite author or book; however, I can 
strongly recommend any works of J.R.R. 
Tolkien, Cassandra Clare or Jane Austen. 
I myself am reading Tolkien’s works for 
the foreseeable future and am really 
enjoying them.  

Rumaysa Ahmed, 10.3 

themselves entered the café at some point. Moreover, no 
action will actually affect the events of the past.  

Four short stories of separate experiences but 
interconnected tales are narrated, through changing seasons 
and times with just the one constant of the lady who pours  
the coffee: Kazu. The result is a sequence of low-stake,  
easily-resolved stories which concentrate on complex 
character emotions such as coming to terms with grief or loss. 
My favourite story of this book was of a man named Kurata, 
who meticulously arranges to meet his fiancée, Asami, after 
finding out he’s going to die soon. The narration surrounding 
his intentions was initially confusing but eventually came to 
the point that it was in fact possible for Kurata to travel to the 
future in order to meet Asami, and the lengths he goes to just 
to have a chance for this single meeting is truly heart-warming. 
The overlying plot of the book, too, becomes increasingly deep 
as the stoic coffee-pourer Kazu slowly finds her own personal 
peace just like the time travellers, without ever travelling 
herself.  

However, despite the heartfelt thoughts behind the book 
and its calm ambience, the writing style made the book  
a challenge, personally, for me to get through. There is a 
consistent and never-tiring explanation for everything  
a character does, for instance, after a page of similar quotes: 
‘Kyoko felt she had dampened the mood, but she seemed 
pleased to have had the chance to share Kinuyo’s wishes with 
Kazu. “Oh, my pleasure,” she replied with a happy nod.’ 
Although some readers feel that this way of writing endearing, 

This sequel to the famous first book 
(with the same name) is written by 
Japanese author Toshikazu 
Kawaguchi (and translated by 
Geoffrey Trousselot). 

The premise for the two books is 
simple: a small café in Tokyo has the 
ability to transport its customers into 
the past. However, there are rules 
for this (with no clear explanation) 
such as the person cannot leave their 
seat, stay longer than the time it 
takes for their coffee to become 
cold, or visit anyone who has not 

I simply found it frustrating and flat. It 
made the book seem unrealistic and 
amusing when it wasn’t intending to be, 
underestimating readers’ inference skills 
as if each sentence were a stage 
direction rather than forming a story. In 
addition, I wish the actual concept of 
time travel had been explored in more 
depth. Just like other best-selling books 
with unique concepts (They Both Die  
at the End by Adam Silvera and The 
Midnight Library by Matt Haig) Before  
the Coffee Gets Cold fails to deliver more 
than showing off how the concept can 
be used in a fun way. There is little 
impact of time travelling to outsiders; 
there isn’t a plot that develops its use in 
the wider world.  

Hence overall I would rate this book 
roughly three stars and recommend it as 
an enjoyable way to pass the time whilst 
still thinking about what you are reading. 
Despite the jarring writing, the simplicity 
of each story and lack of action forms a 
fun and interesting narrative that leaves 
you satisfied and smiling. 
 

Rumaysa rates this    



  
7 

  
 
  

What’s it about?  
The Secret History is a physiological 
fiction that will literally leave you at  
a loss for words – impossible to put 
down when it gets going – no, seriously, 
I couldn’t put this book down and ended 
up finishing it at 2am on Christmas 
morning. 

The book follows Richard Papen’s 
experience at Hampden College with his 
group of prestigious friends as they 
study Classics together – if only it were 
that simple. Tartt’s story really focuses 
on the death of their close friend Bunny 
Corcoran, who died at their hands. Why? 
Well, that is something you’re going to 
have to find out for yourself. It’s a 
thrilling why-done-it as opposed to who-
done-it, and for the majority of the 
book, you’re going to be very lost and 
confused, but that’s the fun of it. 

Why did I enjoy this book? 
To be honest I don’t even know if  
I enjoyed this book, it made me feel  
a range of emotions and at the end of it, 
I didn’t even know what I was feeling. 
One of my favourite things about the 
book was the characters – the main six. 
Each and every one of them were 
unique and brought something new to 
the story, Each of their personalities 
enchanting and interesting but what 
Donna Tartt does is build your love for 
these characters – to empathise with 
them and understand them yet when 
you get to the end, you realise: ‘Wait, 
these people are not good people’, and 
when you realise that, a whole new 
wave of emotions hit.  

Another hooking thing about the 
book is its narration – first person from 
Richard himself. It is written by the 
future Richard, recounting the events of 
his earlier life, which adds an interesting 
twist to it because at moments, you can 

The Secret History, by Donna Tartt 

Hi, I’m Abinaya Kirubakaran in Year 10, 
one of the Library prefects, and I’m 
here to give you a review on my most 
recent read: The Secret History by 
Donna Tartt, published in 1992. 

see Richard break, not the Richard 
you’re following in the book, but the 
Richard who is narrating. He realises 
the points in the story where he had 
gone wrong, the moments where he 
could have changed the outcome of 
everything – depicting how hard it was 
for him to reflect on these choices. 
One of the lines that had stuck with me 
was ‘forgive me, for all the things I did, 
but mostly for the ones I did not’ – it 
gives an insight into Richard’s regret, 
leaving him to ponder how important 
his choices were to the plot. Yet 
Richard’s narrative was a distorted, 
romanticised version of the story, 
featuring Richard’s bias and selective 
memory – we never really get to know 
the full truth of it. I know for a fact,  
if the book was from any other 
perspective, my favourite character 
would easily become my least. Right, 
that’s enough of me nerding out about 
The Secret History. 

Should you read it? 
Yes. Absolutely yes. You might come 
out hating this book, but you won’ t 
regret reading it. The characters, the 
setting, the narration – it all slots 
together perfectly to form an elegant 
yet terrifying story. But I would 
recommend this book for older years, 
one reason would be because of the 
topics like murder, drugs, sex, etc., but 
also because, it’s better to read this 
book when you’re a little older – it 
really helps you understand this mess 
of a novel.  

You may have noticed I haven’t 
been glorifying this book a lot, calling  
it a mess and confusing, doesn’t 
necessarily seem like something you 
want to read, does it? But trust me, it 
is. The Secret History’s seeming flaws 
are what makes it such a wonderful 
read, and I believe it’s a book everyone 
should read at least once in their 
lifetime. So please, enjoy – or not,  
but I promise you’ll be glad you read  
it when you do. 

The Cruel Prince, 
by Holly Black 

Following in 
Rumaysa’s footsteps 

in the spring 2022 
newsletter, Roja 

Hossain (8.6) has also 
written a review of The 

Cruel Prince, by Holly 
Black. She says: 

‘I love the book.  
I found it interesting 

with all the 
adventures and the 

plot twists really 
surprised me. There’s 
a mixture of romance 

and betrayal and 
some deaths in it. So, 
the book is either the 

best book you ever 
read or the worst 

depending on what 
you like. I can’t wait to 

read the next two 
books!’ 

‘In short, I felt my 
existence was tainted, in 
some subtle but essential 

way.’ – Donna Tartt,  
The Secret History 
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  Empathy Day – 9th June 2022 

Empathy Day is an annual event in the Library’s calendar which is organised by 
the UK Not-For-Profit Empathy Lab. It is a day during which we take time to 
‘walk a mile in someone else’s shoes’ and develop our ability to empathise 
with someone else’s feelings and experiences through reading.  

Since 2020 millions of people’s lives have been affected by the Covid 
pandemic; combined with famine, fire, disease, poverty, war, climate change 

‘The only way problems are solved 
politically and historically in this world  

is through understanding and empathy.  
I know no better pathway to 

understanding than books.’ 
Michael Morpurgo 

and the plight of refugees and climate change there is much for people to process on a daily basis. But 
there are many other issues which affect our society and books provide the gateway to learning and 
understanding and the path to building a stronger, kinder community. Here are some of the new books 
from this year’s selection which will be available to read on Empathy Day. 
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Year 7 and 8 Spelling Bee Finals 

Examples of tricky spellings 
Year 7: 
Arbitrary, pseudonym, manoeuvre and 
pneumonia 
 
Year 8:  
Parallel, eucharist, pharaoh and sycophantic 

The Library hosted the Year 7 and 8 Spelling Bee Finals in mid-
March. This was a joint event with the English department and 
was very popular with the girls and their supporters. 

In each event, the year groups were represented by 6–7 
students per House and the room was buzzing with 
excitement as the competition got into full swing.  

As you can see, English teacher Mrs Clifford chose a few 
tricky spellings to really test their mettle. The Year 7s did 
extremely well, finishing with Bourchier, Devereux and 
Mandeville dropping one spelling each by the end of the 
fourth round, which made Bohun the automatic winner. 

Mrs Clifford upped the ante with the spellings for Year 8, 
including a few stinkers. Having competed valiantly with just 
half a team, Bourchier was knocked out at the end of the 
fourth round misspelling ‘pharaoh’.  

Moving to a sudden death round, Bohun, Devereux and 
Mandeville needed lightning quick thinking to spell the 
deciding word ‘mountainous’. Devereux (the centre table in 
the photo) snatched victory to become the Year 8 winner. 

Year 7’s Bohun team: Aize, Avni, Jamie, Ava, 
Leighsha, Daisy and Cheryl. 

Congratulations to Bohun and 
Devereux and well done to everyone 

who took part in the competition. 

Pictured centre, Year 8’s Devereux team: Sanjana, 
Abigail, Wareesha, Ava, Molly and Leesa. 

Spring 2022 Catch Me Reading Winner 
Catch Me Reading is a literacy 
initiative by the Library to reward 
those who love to read. Any student 
‘caught’ reading outside of lessons, 
usually during break or lunchtime, is 
given a voucher by staff which is put 
in the Catch Me Reading post box in 
the Library, and entered in the prize 
draw which is drawn at the end of 
every term. 

The spring term winner was 
Muzna Zahedi of 7.3, who was 
awarded a £10 Amazon voucher. 

 

Congratulations! 

Year 7 seems a lifetime ago and now 
you are about to sit your GCSEs! 

 
Effective revision, healthy eating and 

good quality sleep will all help you 
navigate your exams successfully. 

 
Believe in yourselves, you know more 

than you realise. 
 

Good luck! 
 

Good luck to our Year 11s 
in their exams 
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Answer each of the 13 clues about 
playwrights and their plays by starting in the 

square 1 at the top of the grid and writing 
your answer in a clockwise spiral. The last 

letter of each answer is the first letter of the 
next. The number of letters to each answer is 

given in brackets. Good luck! 

1.   This Shakespearean tragedy tells of a General who is tricked into suspecting his  
wife of adultery. (7) 

2.  He wrote The Importance of Being Ernest. (5-5) 

3.  This play by Peter Shaffer is about a deranged boy who blinds horses. (5) 

4. This Irish playwright’s first names are George Bernard. (4) 

5.  His best-known play is The Duchess of Malfi. (7) 

6.  ‘A horse, a horse, my kingdom for a horse’, a quote from this Shakespearean play. (7) 

7.  This Welsh playwright wrote Under Milk Wood. (5-6) 

8.  Arcadia is a popular play by this Tom. (8) 

9.   A play by Christopher Marlowe whose tragic hero turns to necromancy. (6-7) 

10. A comedy of manners by Richard Brinsley Sheridan. (6-3-7) 

11.  This King divides his realm among his three daughters. (4) 

12. This Shakespearean tragedy is the best-known love story. (5-3-6) 

13. First name of Beckett who wrote ‘Waiting for Godot’ (6) 

So
lu

tio
n

 o
n

 p
.1

6
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Did 
you 

know? 

What is the connection between Bibles 

and onions? 
Have you ever noticed Bibles are printed on very thin paper? 

This grade of paper is called Scritta and commonly known in 

publishing as ‘onion skin’. Since Bibles and dictionaries 

traditionally contain large numbers of pages, they would cost  

a fortune to print and bind if printed on standard grade paper 

and would also constitute a workout for anyone wishing to refer 

to them and a wheelbarrow if you want to attend church! Scritta, 

or Bible paper, is much thinner than standard sheets and is often 

an off-white colour similar to onions, hence its name. 

The paper is thin but durable, just thick enough to withstand 

frequent use and tears and ensure minimal bleedthrough 

(meaning you aren’t distracted by the lettering on the reverse). 

Other examples of thin paper are tracing paper, which you 

frequently use in Maths or Science. As opposed to onion skin, 

tracing paper is thinner and so more transparent in order to view 

what is beneath it for tracing. 

For those of us who remember, airmail paper was 

traditionally blue, specially designed to be both letter and its 

own envelope when folded and was printed on thinner paper to 

reduce the postage weight. The rise in popularity of email and 

social media has almost eliminated the need for airmail paper. 

What was so clever about these little ladybirds? 
The Ladybird brand for children is over 100 years old but today 

tends to be better known for its humorous and quirky books 

about adult life. However, in 1915, publisher Wills & Hepworth 

started producing ‘pure and healthy literature’ for children after a 

fall in demand for its car brochures. (Remember, these first books 

were of their time and reflected ideas about empire and history.) 

During WW2 paper was in short supply so publishers had to become 

creative. Wills & Hepworth discovered they could maximise the use of a 

single sheet of paper measuring 40” x 30” to make a 56-page book at the 

affordable price of half a crown (approximately 12.5p!). The pocket-sized 

Ladybird book loved by children was born, creating an icon. 

Each book was filled with beautifully-drawn illustrations to capture 

children’s imagination and were divided into fairy tales, as well as books 

about history, geography, nature and science. 

Being so reasonably priced meant they were highly collectible and it 

should come as no surprise that Mrs Giles still has almost 70 of them from 

when she was a child. 
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Best Opening Line of a Book 

Competition 2022 

‘It is a truth universally acknowledged, that  

a single man in possession of a good fortune,  

must be in want of a wife.’ 

Pride & Prejudice, Jane Austen 

In March, Geography’s Mr Aitken ran a competition in collaboration with the Library to discover the 
students’ favourite opening line of a book. There was a good response with 134 entries in all, with a prize 

given to the winner from each House. Trying to judge the best line was extremely difficult; however, 
after much thought and deliberation, here are the results. Congratulations! 

Bohun: Leah Coulson, 7.2: 
‘Getting myself sucked into an 
interdimensional pocket wasn’t how I 
thought I’d be spending my night.’ 

Harley Merlin And The First Ritual,  
Bella Forrest 

 

Bourchier: Moriah Odukoya, 8.4 
‘I was born twice: first, as a baby girl, on a 
remarkably smogless Detroit day in January 
of 1960; and then again, as a teenage boy in 
an emergency room near Petoskey, Michigan, 
in August of 1974.’ 

Middlesex, Jeffrey Eugenides 

Devereux: Waaniya Waqas, 8.2 
‘I have a theory. Hating someone feels 
disturbingly similarly to being in love 
with them.’ 

The Hating Game, Sally Thorne 

Mandeville:  Eve Richardson, 11.2 
‘Ships at a distance have every man’s wish 
onboard.’ 

Their Eyes Were Watching God,  
Zora Neale Hurston 

Reading through the entries for this competition led 
me to think about what makes a good opening line 
of a book and how should we judge it. 

Generally, a good book will have a memorable 
first line ‘hook’ to entice the reader to continue. 
However, it might be the first line is excellent, but 
the book is disappointing, so it doesn’t always 
follow. Here are a few criteria we considered during 
the judging process: 

1. the book is acknowledged to be a classic and has 
an excellent opening line 

2. the book is a favourite and the first line evokes 
memories of that enjoyment 

3. regardless of its status within literary fiction, the 
first line is profound, has gravitas, is possibly 
cryptic, shocking or a showstopper. 

The opening line from Pride & Prejudice (above 
right) is the first line of Mrs Giles’ favourite book 

fitting all three criteria. It is of course both a 
literary classic and an oft-quoted first line, but 
as this competition has shown, there are 
plenty of others which have made the grade. 

Choosing your personal favourite is deeply 
subjective, depending on your reading history. 
It may be something evocative of your 
childhood and as simple as ‘Once upon a time’, 
the beginning of all great children’s stories. 
(Well done to Pari Lad of 9.1 for suggesting it: 
a simple, effective and timeless first line!) 

To showcase the variety of entries we 
received, we have dedicated the next page to 
some of our favourites and hope you are 
inspired to read them too. 

Each winner receives a £10 Waterstone’s voucher 
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‘It was the  
day my 
grandmother 
exploded.’ 

‘No one would have 
believed, in the middle of 

the 19th century, that 
human affairs were being 

watched keenly and closely 
by intelligences greater 

than man’s and yet as 
mortal as his own.’ 
War of the Worlds,  

H.G. Wells 
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No school. No THANKS. No. NO. NO! Laura 
Dockrill’s inimitable style of poetic rap is 
brilliantly suited to this romp through the 
house and round and round the playgroup, 
as one little poodle demonstrates what fun 
it is to stomp and stamp and pout…that is 
until naptime, when all she really wants is 
a…CUDDLE! There is a funky music video 
quality to this text, and the eye-popping 
artwork matches the anarchic playfulness 
of the rap! 

Hot off the press!...WHSG author-in-residence Laura’s new book  
for pre-schoolers is a blast! 

Published by the SLA, The School Librarian magazine contains book reviews  
by school librarians of newly-published books, differentiated by age. Here are  

a few of the latest recommended for KS1 and KS2. 

KS1 

Themes: Pandas, 
Music, Friendship 

Themes: Alternative 
energy, Gender 
roles, Recycling 

Themes: Baking, 
Hobbies, Self-esteem 

KS2 

Themes: Family, 
Foster Care, 
Humour 

Themes: Dogs, 
Undercover, Fun 

Themes: Humour, 
Injustice, Inference 

Themes: 
Adventure, 
Deafness, Animals 

Themes: 
Adventure, 
Animals, Family 

Themes: Trees, 
Time Themes: 

Equality, 
Football, School 

Themes: Equality, 
Bullying, Disability 
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Coming 
to a shelf 
near you 
soon… 

Empire and The TransAtlantic Slave Trade WW2 and the Holocaust 

Climate Change 

Textiles 

Music 

English: Diaries 

Science: Graphic Novel 

Art: Manga Club 

Social Issues 

Available to 
watch now on 
BBCiPlayer 
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Let’s Go To The Theatre 
(from p.10) 

Staff reading 

Introduction of Staff Fiction Shelves in MG16 

Thanks to our friends at Herok.com who donated a very pretty pale 
blue bookcase to the Library, we are delighted to announce we are 
adding a dedicated Staff fiction section in MG16, which will house  
a variety of fiction and non-fiction titles for your enjoyment.  

We are lucky to be so well supported by our school community and regularly receive donations of 
books. Sometimes these are more suited to an adult audience, so this new bookcase will provide the 
perfect home for these titles, and we hope all staff will pop in to browse the shelves and enrich their 
own reading experience. Here are a few examples of books going onto the shelves. 
 

Please note: As with all books in the Library, we do not censor reading, so this shelf is also open to 
students; however, we will advise of adult content as appropriate. 
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  Dedicated  
to your wellbeing 
The last couple of years have been tough for us 
all and it is small wonder we are all feeling the 
need to recentre our minds and think 
increasingly about our wellbeing. 

Mental Well-Being (or being well) is more 
than recognising we might have issues with 
stress or anxiety, but actively monitoring our 
state of mind, assessing it as it fluctuates 
throughout the day, then consciously working to 
adjust it if necessary. We can do this by seeking 
to build positivity into our daily lives, engaging  
in calming activities and opening ourselves  
to mindfulness by living increasingly in the 
moment, appreciating the small things in life  
we often ignore and participating in things to lift 
our spirits, which can be different for everyone. 

As we move into exam season, it is no 
surprise stress levels have started to rise and this 
is quite normal, this year more than ever. 

To help, we have introduced a new area of 
the Library called the Well-Being Zone which will 
provide comfy seating (including the much-loved 
bean bag) and resources to help you relax.  

There is a range of books including new ones 
recommended by the Well-Being Team and we 
have also introduced folders of mandala 
colouring pages as colouring is a recognised 
form of art therapy. Even 10 minutes can reduce 
our heartbeat, relieve stress, allowing focus and 
exercising the brain, expressing its creativity and 
achieving a state of peacefulness and calm.  

 We live in a busy world, 
but we can all benefit from 
making some time to 
invest in ourselves and our 
mental well-being by 
discovering new ways to 
reduce stress, finding a 
place of inner calm and the 
ability to live in the 
moment. Music, dance, 
yoga, colouring or 
meditation…it is okay to 
allow ourselves time just 
to be. 
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We use our display boards and bookcases to 
highlight and promote books and events in the 

Library. Here are some of our latest displays. 

In February, in the aftermath 
of COP26 (November 2021), 
we used common household 
rubbish to create our Read For 
Change board outside the 
Library. Yes, it really is 
rubbish. 

Learn how you too can 
play your part and effect real 
change for the future of our 
planet. 

‘Even the smallest person 

can change the course of the 

future’. Lord of the Rings, 

J.R.R. Tolkien 

Pop-up displays February’s Blind Date With A Book 

Chinese New Year 2022: 
Year of the Tiger 



  
19 

 
  

Instagram stories 

As a library we are so blessed to be well supported by our school and local community. We would 
like to take this opportunity to say a big thank you to everyone who donated books to us last term. 

If we cannot use a book in our library, we will share our good fortune with our partner schools 
within the SEAAT family to maximise the benefit to children as widely as possible. No book is ever 
discarded and will always be put to good use. 

A huge thank you to our 
friends at Jacqson Diego 
Story Emporium, whose 
book elves recommended 
donating copies of the 
LGBTQ+ books Hani and 
Ishu’s Guide To Fake Dating, 
by Adiba Jaigirdar and 
Queer Up, by Alexis Caught 
to the Library. 
We are always very grateful 
for your recommendations. 

Thank you to the following staff and students 
who have donated books and magazines this 
term: 
Mrs Clarke Sherene Daniel, 8.4 
Mrs Pell-Johnson Laura McKay, 11.6 
Miss Ralston Olivia Parrish, 6TMO  
Mrs Smith-Foley 

We are very grateful 
to Liz Cherry, who 
very kindly donated 
two beautiful DK 
Geography books in 
memory of her mum 
Joanne, who used to be a past 
pupil and a Geography teacher 
here at WHSG. We have put a 
dedication to Liz’s mum inside 
each book as a thank you. 

Thank you x 
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Aveline is 
currently in 
Year 12 and 

looking to go 
on to study 

medicine. She 
is an active 
member of 

WHSG’s 
MedSoc and  
a co-founder 

of the 
school’s 
Medical 
Debate 
society. 



  
21 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



22  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
p 

New! Sociology A-Level begins in September 
Sociology is the study of social life, social change, and the social causes and consequences of human 
behaviour. Sociologists investigate the structure of groups, organisations, societies and how people 
interact within these contexts.  

Over the coming weeks there will be a few changes in the shelving of A-Level resources upstairs as we 
prepare for A-Level Sociology (AQA) coming on stream in September and make space for the new books. 
Due to the broadness of the subject, some books will cross over from other A-Levels such as Law and will 
be tagged on the Library catalogue for Sociology, so they will be easy to find on the shelves. Here are 
some of the books we will be adding to support your studies. 

And finally… 
We would like to wish our Year 11s and 13s  
the very best of luck for their exams and  

future plans. 
 

We hope you all achieve your dreams this 
summer on results day and wish you well for  

your future. 
 

P 
O 
D 
C 
A 
S 
T 
S Podcasts can be specific to your subject or form  

a part of your wider reading. 

Allsociology Let’s Talk About  
Sociology Of Education 

The Social Breakdown Thinking Allowed 

Recommended podcasts for Sociology 


