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 Requests for Curriculum Reductions in Key Stage 4 

  

As a grammar school, we are guided by our values of Leadership, Enrichment, Scholarship and Kindness.  It is in the 
best interests of all students to complete a full programme of academic studies, which will enrich their lives now and into 
their futures. We believe in the importance of preparing students for life-long success and as such, the development of 
resilience in the face of adversity is an important part of the education that we provide. It is important to support and 
guide our young people in how to cope with adversity and overcome barriers in life to reach their potential.  
 

Unless there are exceptional circumstances (which are listed below) the option of ‘withdrawing from subjects’ does not 
exist. Once a student has opted for a subject in key stage 4, they are committed to that subject for the duration of the 
key stage and must be entered for appropriate accredited certification at the end of the key stage.  
  

Our curriculum is designed to ensure that all students can access the learning.  Our teachers will adapt their planning to 
both stretch and challenge those who are excelling, as well as to support those who have perhaps fallen behind for any 
reason. ‘Not coping’ or ‘not enjoying’ the subject does not justify the student withdrawing from the subject. If a student 
is not coping, or not enjoying a subject, parents and students have a responsibility to discuss this with the teacher so 
that they can work together to address any barriers to learning. Heads of Department, Learning Managers, and other 
school leaders will also be monitoring students’ performance.  This includes lack of progress resulting from poor 
attendance. In the case of poor attendance teachers will alert the Head of Department and the Learning Manager that 
they have a concern at an early stage before the problem escalates. This will enable the school to communicate and to 
work effectively with families to address the concerns that have been raised.  Similarly, parents should communicate 
their concerns with us, as a school, early, in order to intervene with an appropriate support package before the problem 
becomes exacerbated.  This is especially important for students who, for health reasons, are struggling to cope with 
their learning. 
  

The school uses a number of strategies to support students, which may include some of the following: 

• A 1 to 1 support meeting to talk through any concerns or issues 

• Lunchtime group catch-up sessions and revision classes 

• Student mentoring programme 

• Regular check-ins with the Learning Manager 

• 1 to 1 fortnightly staff mentoring 

• Access to our school counsellor 

• Exam Access Arrangements Applications 
 

Exceptions  

There are two exceptions, which in exceptional circumstances could permit a student to withdraw from a subject. In 
these situations the student is re-timetabled to a support group:  
o If a student has got significant learning difficulties and is on the inclusion register (i.e has an EHCP): In this 

case the Head of Department should refer the issue to the senior leadership team, who will assess whether 
withdrawing from the subject and re-timetabling for support with their learning is an option. The Headteacher will 
make the final decision.  
  

o If a student has significant and documented emotional or health problems, which are affecting the 
student’s ability to achieve in the subject and/or hindering their overall academic progress: In this case the 
Head of Department should refer the issue to the senior leadership team, who will make an assessment of whether 
withdrawing from the subject is an option and how to give alternative provision. Documented medical evidence 
from a GP, hospital or therapist must be provided to evidence the sustained impact on the student’s ability to access 
a full curriculum.  Once the assessment is completed, the Headteacher will make the final decision.  

  

Students are not allowed to change subjects in the option blocks after the first four weeks of Year 10. Even within the 
first four weeks a request to change a subject will be treated as an exceptional and unusual request, because any 
change of subject will require the student to work hard to catch up on work that they have missed in their new subject. 
Such requests will be managed by Miss Hooks, Assistant Headteacher in charge of the options process, working with 
the Learning Manager and Heads of Department. Approval will only be given if the student has a proven record of good 
work ethic, which will enable them to catch up on work missed, and after the situation has been discussed with parents.  
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