Westcliff High School
for Girls
Summer Reading Suggestions
for Year 6

Now you have your place secured at Westcliff High School for Girls, you might be looking at
ways of extending your reading as you wait to transition into Year 7. Here are some
suggestions – they are not prescriptive, just suggestions.
Our Library motto is ‘Today Is A Good Day To Read’.
We actively encourage reading for pleasure, something which is never more important than
now in 2020, so try to spend some time every day immersing yourself in a book, whether it is
a physical book, an e-book or an audiobook. Whichever way you enjoy reading, the outcome
will be the same, so let your imagination fly.
The Librarian

The Infinite (The Leap Cycle), by Patience Agbabi
Leaplings, children born on the 29th of February, are very rare. Rarer still are Leaplings with
The Gift – the ability to leap through time. Elle Bibi-Imbele Ifie has The Gift, but she’s never
used it. Until now. On her 12th birthday, Elle and her best friend Big Ben travel to the Time
Squad Centre in 2048. Elle has received a mysterious warning from the future. Other
Leaplings are disappearing in time–- and not everyone at the Centre can be trusted. Soon
Elle’s adventure becomes more than a race through time. It’s a race against time. She must
fight to save the world as she knows it – before it ceases to exist…

Noor-Un-Nissa Inayat Khan (My Story series), by Sufiya Ahmed
This is the thrilling story of British-Indian World War Two heroine, Noor-un-Nissa Inayat
Khan. It’s 1940 and hundreds of families are being forced to flee Nazi-occupied France.
Noor refuses to stand by while Nazi forces invade her home and terrorise her people, so
she travels to England and signs up to join the war efforts, despite her mother’s wishes. It
isn’t long before her talents are noticed and she is chosen by Winston Churchill to sneak
back into France as an undercover agent. Noor returns home – but this time, as a secret
agent…Can Noor keep her true identity hidden, report her findings back to London and
help the Allies win the war? (We recommend all the books from the My Story series.)

The House With Chicken Legs, by Sophie Anderson
Marinka dreams of a normal life, but her house has chicken legs and moves on without
warning. For Marinka’s grandmother is Baba Yaga, who guides spirits between this world
and the next. Marinka longs to change her destiny and sets out to break free from her
grandmother’s footsteps, but her house has other ideas…

The Girl Who Speaks Bear, by Sophie Anderson
They call me Yanka the Bear. Not because of where I was found – only a few people know
about that. They call me Yanka the Bear because I am so big and strong. Found abandoned
in a bear cave as a baby, Yanka has always wondered about where she is from. She tries to
ignore the strange whispers and looks from the villagers, wishing she was as strong on the
inside as she is on the outside. But, when she has to flee her house, looking for answers
about who she really is, a journey far beyond one that she ever imagined begins: from icy
rivers to smouldering mountains meeting an ever-growing herd of extraordinary friends
along the way.

Hacker, by Malorie Blackman
MESSAGE: This is the system operator. Who is using this account? Please identify
yourself…When Vicky’s father is arrested, accused of stealing over a million pounds from
the bank where he works, she is determined to prove his innocence. But how? There’s only
one way – to attempt to break into the bank’s computer files. Even if Vicky is the best
hacker in the world, will she find the real thief before they find her?

Ballet Shoes In Syria, by Catherine Bruton
Aya is 11 years old and has just arrived in Britain with her mum and baby brother, seeking asylum
from war in Syria. When Aya stumbles across a local ballet class, the formidable dance teacher
spots her exceptional talent and believes that Aya has the potential to earn a prestigious ballet
scholarship. But at the same time, Aya and her family must fight to be allowed to remain in the
country, to make a home for themselves and to find Aya’s father – separated from the rest of
the family during the journey from Syria. With beautiful, captivating writing, wonderfully
authentic ballet detail, and an important message championing the rights of refugees, this is
classic storytelling – filled with warmth, hope and humanity.

The Ice Bear Miracle, by Cerrie Burnell
Somewhere in the deep and frozen north is an island surrounded entirely by ice. The
inhabitants love their snowstorm isle – with its scattered wooden cottages, its small
patches of forest, and its single mountain peak. Most of all they love the magnificent ice
bears that roam the streets, giving the island its name – The Isle of Bears. Life with bears is
dangerous, as Marv Jackson knows – the large crescent moon shaped scar on his face acts
as a constant reminder of the night he survived a bear attack. But something tells him the
legendary tale of that night, isn’t quite the full story, and that the truth lies with a
mysterious skating girl and her magnificent polar bear.

Journey To The River Sea, by Eva Ibbotson
An Amazon adventure set in the wilderness of Brazil, Journey to the River Sea is filled with
mystery and memorable characters. It is 1910 and Maia, tragically orphaned at 13, has been
sent from England to start a new life with distant relatives in Manaus, hundreds of miles up
the Amazon. She is accompanied by an eccentric and mysterious governess who has secret
reasons of her own for making the journey.

Darcy Burdock (Book 1 of 5), by Laura Dockrill (WHSG Author-in-Residence)
Ten-year-old Darcy Burdock is one of life’s noticers. Curious, smart, funny and fiercely loyal,
she sees the extraordinary in the everyday and the wonder in the world around her. In this
first book, we are introduced to her family: Mum, who Darcy loves as much as her favourite
fried egg and chips, Dad, who is kind and fair if a bit hopeless, and little siblings Hector and
Poppy, who Darcy likes dressing up in ridiculous outfits and having dance-offs with,
respectively. Plus there’s her pet lamb, Lamb-Beth and best friend, Will, to have adventures
with. Darcy learns that turning into an angrosaurus-rex and causing chaos just gets you in
trouble, it’s best not to throw a massive strop just before your surprise birthday party,
Halloween is all about spider costumes and having a pumpkin with a wonky eye, and if you’re ever in a situation
where you’re not sure what to do, you should write a story around it, and the truth will be illuminated by your
imagination.

Fierce, Fearless And Free, by Lari Don
A brilliant, inclusive collection of traditional tales from around the world featuring amazing
women and girls. Once upon a time, there was a handsome prince who – no, that’s not
right! Once upon a time, there were strong, fierce women who plotted, schemed, took
action, showed kindness, used magic and trickery, and made their own destiny. From the
long-haired Petrosinella who escaped the tower and broke the spell that the ogress had
cast over her and Nana Miriam who beat a hippo using politeness and magic, to Kate
Crackernuts who tried to save her stepsister from her mother’s curse, these are stories of
girls doing it for themselves! With stories drawn from all over the world, including China,
Scotland, Armenia, Italy and Nigeria, Lari Don presents heroine stories that don’t leave girls sitting around
waiting to be saved by the handsome prince.

The Cure For A Crime, by Roopa Farooki
Twins Ali and Tulip have grown up with a surgeon mother and so have picked up lots of
knowledge of first aid, medicine, and the ways of the hospital-they even know where the
secret biscuit drawer in A&E is. When their mother becomes unnaturally sleepy and
forgetful, they become suspicious of her new boyfriend. With help –and a watchful eye –
from their mysterious wheelchair-bound gran, they set out to crack the mystery. Will they
succeed? They’ll need a combination of fast talking, quick thinking, rule breaking, medical
investigation, and determination-plus a good dash of ‘that spooky twin thing’– to cure this
crime.

Coraline, by Neil Gaiman
There is something strange about Coraline’s new home. It’s not the mist, or the cat that
always seems to be watching her, nor the signs of danger that Miss Spink and Miss Forcible,
her new neighbours, read in the tea leaves. It’s the other house – the one behind the old
door in the drawing room. Another mother and father with black-button eyes and papery
skin are waiting for Coraline to join them there. And they want her to stay with them. For
ever. She knows that if she ventures through that door, she may never come back.

The Crowstarver, by Dick King-Smith
Crowstarving was the ideal job for Spider – he was on his own – yet never alone, for all
around him were animals of one sort or another. Discovered as a foundling in a lambing
pen, Spider Sparrow grows up surrounded by animals. From sheep and horses to wild
otters and foxes, Spider loves them all, even the crows must scare away the newly sown
wheat. Amazingly, every animal who meets Spider implicitly trusts the young boy. This
magical rapport is Spider's unique gift, but nothing else in his tough life is so easy.

Diver’s Daughter (Voices series), by Patrice Lawrence
A gripping adventure told by Eve, a Tudor girl, who sets out on a dangerous journey to
change her life for the better. Eve and her mother, stolen from her family in Mozambique
as a child, are taken from the Southwark slums of Elizabethan London to England’s
southern coast. When they hear from a Mary Rose survivor that one of the African freedivers who were sent to salvage its treasures is alive and well and living in Southampton,
mother and daughter agree to try to find him and attempt to dive the wreck of another
ship, rumoured to be rich with treasures. But will the pair survive when the man arrives to
claim his ‘share’? Will Eve overcome her fear of the water to help rescue her mother?

The Kite Rider, by Geraldine McCaughrean
Haoyou knows that his father’s spirit lives among the clouds above Ancient China. He also
knows that to save his mother from being forced into a new marriage he must now follow
in his father’s footsteps and take to the skies, riding a kite through the clouds and the
spirits of the dead. Then the Jade Circus offers him a chance to escape his enemies and
travel throughout the empire, and maybe even perform before Kublai Khan himself. But is
going with the circus really the best option? It could be that the circus master is leading him
into even greater danger.

The Girl of Ink & Stars, by Kiran Millwood Hargrave
Forbidden to leave her island, Isabella dreams of the faraway lands her cartographer father
once mapped. When her friend disappears, she volunteers to guide the search. The world
beyond the walls is a monster-filled wasteland – and beneath the dry rivers and smoking
mountains, a fire demon is stirring from its sleep. Soon, following her map, her heart and an
ancient myth, Isabella discovers the true end of her journey: to save the island itself.

The Island At The End Of Everything, by Kiran Millwood Hargrave
Amihan lives on Culion Island, where some of the inhabitants – including her mother – have
leprosy. Ami loves her home – with its blue seas and lush forests, Culion is all she has ever
known. But the arrival of malicious government official Mr Zamora changes her world
forever: islanders untouched by sickness are forced to leave. Banished across the sea, she’s
desperate to return, and finds a strange and fragile hope in a colony of butterflies. Can they
lead her home before it’s too late?

The Way Past Winter, by Kiran Millwood Hargrave
Mila and her sisters live with their brother Oskar in a small forest cabin in the snow. One
night, a fur-clad stranger arrives seeking shelter for himself and his men. But by the next
morning, they’ve gone – taking Oskar with them. Fearful for his safety, Mila and her sisters
set out to bring Oskar back – even it means going north, crossing frozen wildlands to find a
way past an eternal winter.

Kensuke’s Kingdom, by Michael Morpurgo
I heard the wind above me in the sails. I remember thinking, this is silly, you haven’t got
your safety harness on, you haven’t got your lifejacket on. You shouldn't be doing this…I
was in the cold of the sea before I could even open my mouth to scream. Washed up on an
island in the Pacific, Michael struggles to survive on his own. With no food and no water, he
curls up to die. When he wakes, there is a plate beside him of fish, of fruit, and a bowl of
fresh water. He is not alone…

The Other Side Of Truth, by Beverley Naidoo
This is the story of 12 year old Sade and her brother Femi who flee to Britain from Nigeria.
Their father is a political journalist who refuses to stop criticising the military rulers in
Nigeria. Their mother is killed and they are sent to London, with their father promising to
follow. Abandoned at Victoria Station by the woman paid to bring them to England as her
children, Sade and Femi find themselves alone in a new, often hostile, environment. Seen
through the eyes of Sade, the novel explores what it means to be classified as ‘illegal’ and
the difficulties which come with being a refugee.

Now or Never (Voices series), by Bali Rai
Private Fazal Khan is a young soldier brought from his home in India to the battlefields of
the Second World War. Fazal’s world is now focused on Company 32 and the animals he
cares for in the midst of one of the most frightening times in history. And as he and his
friends make their way to the beaches of Dunkirk, Fazal must deal with even more than the
terrors of a dangerous trek to reach the evacuation zone. The Company’s captain defends
his troops in the face of a terrible betrayal at the point of rescue: not everyone has
welcomed the help brought by the Royal Indian Army Service Corps. Now Fazal is forced to
question why he is even there and why he is expected to be loyal to a king whose people
don’t all see him as their equal.

Mill Girl (My Story series), by Sue Reid
In spring 1842, Eliza is shocked when she is sent to work in the Manchester cotton mills –
the noisy, suffocating mills. The work is backbreaking and dangerous – and when she sees
her friends’ lives wrecked by poverty, sickness and unrest, Eliza realizes she must fight to
escape the fate of a mill girl. We recommend all the books from the My Story series.

Holes, by Louis Sachar
Stanley Yelnat’s family has a history of bad luck going back generations, so he is not too
surprised when a miscarriage of justice sends him to Camp Green Lake Juvenile Detention
Centre. Nor is he very surprised when he is told that his daily labour at the camp is to dig a
hole, five foot wide by five foot deep, and report anything that he finds in that hole. The
warden claims that it is character building, but this is a lie and Stanley must dig up the truth.

Lola Rose, by Jacqueline Wilson
When Jayni, her mum and little brother have to run away from her abusive father, it starts
off as a big adventure. They slip out at night, go up to London by train and stay in a hotel.
They even make up false identities to protect their secret and Jayni becomes the
glamorous-sounding Lola Rose. But when the money runs out and reality bites, is it still a
game they should play?

Malala: My Story Of Standing Up For Girl’s Rights, by Malala Yousafzai
The extraordinary true story of a young girl’s courage in the face of violence and
extremism, and an incredible testament to what can be achieved when we stand up for
what we believe in. This is the remarkable story of a teenage girl who risked her life for the
right to go to school. Raised in a changing Pakistan by an enlightened father from a poor
background and a beautiful, illiterate mother, Malala was taught to stand up for her beliefs.
When terrorists took control of her region and declared that girls were forbidden from
going to school, Malala refused to sacrifice her education. And on 9th October 2012, she
nearly paid the ultimate price for her courage when she was shot on her way home from
school. The book follows Malala’s incredible journey to recovery in the aftermath of the attack, from the lifesaving surgery she receives in a Birmingham hospital to her reunion with her family and their eventual
relocation to England. Today Malala is a global symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest ever person to be
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.

