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Humanities 

English 

The Rachel Papers, Martin Amis 

Charles Highway, a precociously intelligent and highly sexed teenager, is determined to 

sleep with an older woman before he turns 20. Rachel fits the bill perfectly and Charles 

plans his seduction meticulously, sets the scene with infinite care – but it doesn’t come 

off quite as Charles expects… 

 

The Long Goodbye, Raymond Chandler 

A case involving a war-scarred drunk and his nymphomaniac wife has Marlowe 

constantly on the move: a psychotic gangster’s on his trail, he’s in trouble with the cops, 

and more and more corpses keep turning up. Playback features a well-endowed 

redhead who leads Marlowe to the California coast to solve a tale of big money and, of 

course, murder. 

 

Oliver Twist, Charles Dickens 

In the dark, dangerous streets of Victorian London Oliver enters the world of people so 

poor and desperate that they will take any risk and know no mercy. Relentlessly 

pursued by the menacing criminal world, who should Oliver trust? Are his true friends 

strong enough to resist the determined plotting of desperate villains? In this gripping tale 

of kidnapping, shooting and murder, Charles Dickens shows the threats to a vulnerable 

boy’s existence and asks the eternal question: which is more powerful, good or evil? 

 

Rebecca, Daphne Du Maurier 

On a trip to the South of France, the shy heroine falls in love with Maxim de Winter, a 

wealthy, handsome widower. But as they arrive at Manderley, his Cornish mansion, a 

change comes over Max and the young bride is filled with dread. Friendless in the isolated 

house, she realises that she barely knows the man she has married, and in every corner 

of every room is the phantom of his beautiful first wife, Rebecca. 

http://www.univ.ox.ac.uk/applying-to-univ/staircase12/
https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/courses/suggested-reading-and-resources
https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/courses/suggested-reading-and-resources
https://www.kings.cam.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/reading-lists
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The Ode Less Travelled, Stephen Fry   

Stephen Fry believes if you can speak and read English you can write poetry. But it is 

no fun if you don’t know where to start or have been led to believe that anything goes. 

Stephen, who has long written poems, and indeed has written long poems, for his own 

private pleasure, invites you to discover the incomparable delights of metre, rhyme 

and verse forms. Brimful of enjoyable exercises, witty insights and simple step-by-step 

advice, ‘The Ode Less Travelled’ guides the reader towards mastery and confidence 

in the Mother of the Arts. 

 

North And South, Elizabeth Gaskell 

Set in the mid-19th century, and written from the author’s own experience, ‘North and 

South’ follows the story of the heroine’s movement from the tranquil but moribund 

ways of southern England to the vital but turbulent north. The skillful narrative uses an 

unusual love story to show how personal and public lives were woven together in a 

newly industrial society. This is a tale of hard-won triumphs – of rational thought over 

prejudice and of humane care over blind deference to the market.  

 

Sir Gawain And The Green Knight, translated by Gwyn Jones 

A Middle English romance about the contest between King Arthur’s nephew Gawain 

and the Green Knight who interrupts the Christmas festivities at Camelot. It signifies the 

testing of the Arthurian ideals of chivalry, as Gawain travels north to the final duel 

between the two chevaliers, with an ironic moral which follows the surprising outcome. 

 

Nineteen Eighty Four, George Orwell 

 ‘Who controls the past controls the future: who controls the present controls the past’. 

Hidden away in the Record Department of the sprawling Ministry of Truth, Winston 

Smith skillfully rewrites the past to suit the needs of the Party. Yet he inwardly rebels 

against the totalitarian world he lives in, which demands absolute obedience and 

controls him through the all-seeing telescreens and the watchful eye of Big Brother, 

symbolic head of the Party. In his longing for truth and liberty, Smith begins a secret love affair with a 

fellow-worker Julia, but soon discovers the true price of freedom is betrayal.  

 

King Lear, William Shakespeare  

‘King Lear’ has been widely acclaimed as Shakespeare’s most powerful tragedy. 

Elemental and passionate, it encompasses the horrific and the heartrending. 

Love and hate, loyalty and treachery, cruelty and self-sacrifice: all these contend in  

a tempestuous drama which has become an enduring classic of the world's literature. 
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The Life And Opinions Of Tristram Shandy, Gentleman,                      

Lawrence Sterne 

The classical story of a young man’s experiences since conception and his 

interpretation of the art of writing. 

 

 

Under Milk Wood, Dylan Thomas 

An emotive and hilarious account of a spring day in the fictional Welsh seaside village 

of Llareggub. We learn of the inhabitants’ dreams and desires, their loves and regrets. 

The play introduces us to characters such as Captain Cat who dreams of his drowned 

former seafellows and Nogood Boyo who dreams of nothing at all. It is a unique and 

touching depiction of a village that has ‘fallen head over bells in love’. The First Voice 

narration reveals the ordinary world of daily happenings and events, while the Second 

Voice conveys the intimate, innermost thoughts of the fascinating folk of Llareggub. 

 

Mrs Dalloway, Virginia Woolf 

Clarissa Dalloway, a fashionable London hostess, is to give an important party. Through 

her thoughts on that day and through her memories of the past, her character is 

gradually revealed, and so are the other personalities who have touched on her life. 

 

 

Oxford University Resource Hub – English 

http://writersinspire.org/ 

https://writersmakeworlds.com/ 

https://www.gresham.ac.uk/watch/?subject=art-and-literature 

https://poetryarchive.org/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U-bRIIbsV8U&list=PLWTqyLGDhzHBbu6oEgiHEFayR5xe-

ukXs&index=12&t=0s 

http://www.victorianweb.org/ 

http://www.tiki-toki.com/timeline/entry/75515/Cambridge-Literature-Timeline 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3mjuXIDktLM&list=PLWTqyLGDhzHBbu6oEgiHEFayR5xe-

ukXs&index=14&t=0s 

 

 

 

http://writersinspire.org/
https://writersmakeworlds.com/
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/watch/?subject=art-and-literature
https://poetryarchive.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U-bRIIbsV8U&list=PLWTqyLGDhzHBbu6oEgiHEFayR5xe-ukXs&index=12&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U-bRIIbsV8U&list=PLWTqyLGDhzHBbu6oEgiHEFayR5xe-ukXs&index=12&t=0s
http://www.victorianweb.org/
http://www.tiki-toki.com/timeline/entry/75515/Cambridge-Literature-Timeline
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3mjuXIDktLM&list=PLWTqyLGDhzHBbu6oEgiHEFayR5xe-ukXs&index=14&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3mjuXIDktLM&list=PLWTqyLGDhzHBbu6oEgiHEFayR5xe-ukXs&index=14&t=0s
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French 

Les Vacances Du Petit Nicolas, René Goscinny 

Fishing trips, miniature golf, and a whole new gang of friends figure in the third book 

in the classic series about the cheeky French schoolboy, Nicholas. 

 

 

The Best Short Stories, Guy de Maupassant  

In this collection of seven of his most popular stories, each tale reflects both the 

author’s intimate familiarity with Paris and the provinces in the Belle Epoque, as well 

as a non-judgmental humanism that is one of Maupassant’s most attractive qualities. 

Included in this volume is his celebrated masterpiece ‘Boule de Suif’, along with:  

‘La Parure’, ‘Mademoiselle Fifi’, ‘La Maison Tellier’, ‘La Ficelle’, ‘Miss Harriet’, and 

‘Le Horla’.  

 

Le Silence De La Mer / The Silence Of The Sea, Vercors 

This first bilingual edition of France's most enduring wartime novel introduces 

Vercors's famous tale to a generation without personal experience of World War II 

who may not be able to read it in its original language. Readers are assisted with a 

historical and literary introduction, explanatory notes, a glossary of French terms and 

a select bibliography. 

 

 

Spanish 

Parallel Text: Spanish Short Stories: Cuentos En Español,  

J.R. King 

The ‘Parallel Texts’ series contains eight pieces of contemporary fiction in the original 

Spanish and in English translation, including stories by Fuentes, Molinas, Márquez 

and Cortázar. This volume gives a fascinating insight into Spanish and Latin American 

culture and literature as well as providing an invaluable educational tool. 

 

Nada, Carmen Laforet     

18-year old Andrea moves to Barcelona to stay with relatives she has not seen in 
years while she pursues her dreams of studying at university. Arriving in the dead of 
night she discovers not the independence she craves, but a crumbling apartment and 
an eccentric collection of misfits whose psychological ruin and violent behaviour 
echoes that of the recent civil war. As the tension between the family members grows 
in claustrophobic intensity, Andrea finds comfort in a friendship with Ena, a girl from 
university whose guilded life only serves to highlight the squalor of Andrea’s own 
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experiences. But what is the secret of the relationship between between Ena and Andrea’s predatory 
uncle Roman, and what future can lie ahead for Andrea in such a bizarre and disturbing world? 

 

Oxford University Resource Hub – Languages 

http://www.ilovelanguages.com/index.php?category=Languages 

https://www.lit-across-frontiers.org/fr/transcript/ 

 

History 

What Is History Now?, David Cannadine  

In this book, 10 international scholars, writing from a range of historical vantage points, 

answer Carr’s question for a new generation of historians: what does it mean to study 

history at the start of the 21st century? This volume pays tribute to Carr’s seminal 

enquiry while moving the debate into new territory, to ensure relevance for a new 

century of historical study. 

 

Wild Swans, Jung Chang 

Through the story of three generations of women –grandmother, mother and daughter 

– ‘Wild Swans’ tells nothing less than the whole tumultuous history of China’s tragic 

20th-century, from sword-bearing warlords to Chairman Mao, from the Manchu Empire 

to the Cultural Revolution. At times terrifying, at times astonishing, always deeply 

moving, ‘Wild Swans’ is a true story with all the passion and grandeur of a great novel.  

 

Hope and Glory: Britain 1900–1990, Peter Clarke 

Peter Clarke brilliantly challenges the commonly held view of Britain in the 20th 
century as a nation in decline. Adopting a wide perspective, he examines the political, 
social and economic changes that transformed Britain. He looks at how jobs and 
prices, food and shelter, and education and welfare, shaped society and explores such 
areas as architecture, sport and popular culture. Embracing a century of national 
experience, ‘Hope and Glory’ conveys the diverse aspects of three generations who 

lived through unparalleled change. 

 

Guns, Germs & Steel: A Short History Of Everybody For The Last 

13,000 Years, Jared Diamond 

Why has human history unfolded so differently across the globe? Jared Diamond puts 

the case that geography and biogeography, not race, moulded the contrasting fates of 

Europeans, Asians, Native Americans, sub-Saharan Africans and aboriginal 

Australians. An ambitious synthesis of history, biology, ecology and linguistics, ‘Guns, 

Germs and Steel’ is a ground-breaking and humane work of popular science. 

 

http://www.ilovelanguages.com/index.php?category=Languages
https://www.lit-across-frontiers.org/fr/transcript/
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History In Practice, Ludmilla Jordanova 

The study of history has changed dramatically in recent decades. The swiftness and 
scale of the shift is indisputable, but its precise nature as well as its implications remain 
hotly contested. Explores the discipline’s breadth, complexities and the intellectual tasks 
it takes on. Historical work has public consequences and draws considerable energy 
from contemporary preoccupations. Taking into account recent world events, there  
is a new chapter on current historical trends, which discusses the role of the internet, 
globalisation, world history and the increasing enthusiasm for military history. 

 

History: An Introduction To Theory, Method And Practice,  

John Marriott 

Why should history students care about theory? What relevance does it have to the 

‘proper’ role of the historian? Historiography and historical theory are often perceived 

as complex subjects, which many history students find frustrating and difficult. 

Philosophical approaches, postmodernism, anthropology, feminism or Marxism can 

seem arcane and abstract and many students struggle to apply these ideas in practice. Starting from 

the premise that historical theory and historiography are fascinating and exciting topics to study, Claus 

and Marriott guide the student through the various historical theories and approaches in a balanced, 

comprehensive and engaging way. 

  

The New Nature Of History, Arthur Marwick 

Addressing the key questions of what history is, and why and how one studies it, this is 

a positive affirmation of the vital importance to society of the study of the past, and of 

the many crucial learning outcomes which accrue from historical study. New material 

engages with and rebuts postmodernist criticisms of the history of the historians, 

explicating more fully the author’s pioneering work on how exactly historians analyse 

and interpret primary sources, and how they write their articles and books. 

 

Stalin: The Court Of The Red Tsar, Simon S. Montefiore     

There have been many biographies of Stalin, but the court that surrounded him is 

untravelled ground. Simon Sebag Montefiore, acclaimed biographer of Catherine the 

Great’s lover, prime minister and General Potemkin, has unearthed the vast underpinning 

that sustained Stalin. Not only ministers such as Molotov or secret service chiefs such as 

Beria, but men and women whose loyalty he trusted only until the next purge. 

 

The Better Angels Of Our Nature, Steven Pinter   

Wasn’t the 20th century the most violent in history? In his extraordinary, epic book 
Steven Pinker shows us that this is wrong, telling the story of humanity in a completely 
new and unfamiliar way. From why cities make us safer to how books bring about 
peace, Pinker weaves together history, philosophy and science to examine why we 
are less likely to die at another’s hand than ever before, how it happened and what it 
tells us about our very natures. 
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Comrades! A History Of World Communism, Robert Service 

From Marx to Mao, from Engels to Allende, from Lenin and Stalin to Ceauşescu and 
Castro, ‘Comrades’ tells the story of communism from its inception to the present day. 
It offers a succession of incisive pen-portraits of outstanding leaders and decisive 
events and spans the 19th and 20th centuries. It draws on material from many 
national collections and several major languages and is the most up-to-date account 
produced since the 1960s.Ranging across not only the high politics and ideology of 
the most prominent communist regimes but also daily life under communism, culture 

and propaganda, Service analyses communism’s appeal abroad as well as local attempts to set up 
communist administrations. He ends by showing that there was more to communism than mere 
brutality and demonstrates that while communism in its primordial form is now dead in most countries, 
the causes of its ability to gather support among intellectuals and ordinary people have not vanished: 
economic poverty and political oppression. And the lasting message of the book is that something 
must be done to eradicate poverty and oppression if the world is to avoid a repetition of totalitarianism 
in some new form. 

 

The Pursuit Of History, John Tosh 

This classic introduction to the study of history invites the reader to stand back and 
consider some of its most fundamental questions – what is the point of studying 
history? How do we know about the past? Does an objective historical truth exist and 
can we ever access it? In answering these central questions, John Tosh argues that, 
despite the impression of fragmentation created by postmodernism in recent years, 
history is a coherent discipline which still bears the imprint of its 19th-century origins. 

Consistently clear-sighted, he provides a lively and compelling guide to a complex 
and sometimes controversial subject, while making his readers vividly aware of just how far our 
historical knowledge is conditioned by the character of the sources and the methods of the historians 
who work on them. 

 

The Good Women Of China: Hidden Voices, Xinran 

For eight ground-breaking years, Xinran Xue hosted a daily radio phone in 
programme for Radio Nanjing during which she discussed women's lives, and invited 
women to call in and talk about themselves. Broadcast between 10 and 12 at night, 
‘Words on the Night Breeze’ soon became famous all over China for its powerful, 
honest discussions of what it means to be a woman in today’s China. It started in 
1990, a time when China seemed to be opening up, both for Chinese and for the 
world. Xinran’s programme revealed aspects of women’s lives that had never been 

talked about in public before. She felt as if she was opening a tiny window into a huge fortress whose 
inhabitants had never before communicated with the outside world. Soon she was receiving over 200 
letters a day from women telling her their stories. She realised that she knew far less than she had 
thought about what it means to be a Chinese woman and embarked on a journey of discovery to 
collect their stories. The stories presented here of almost inconceivable suffering rape, sexual abuse, 
the separation of parents from their children, the suppression of human emotion in order to survive the 
Communist regime never before have the tortured souls of Chinese women been laid so bare. And yet 
this is also a book about love, about how, despite cruelty, despite politics, the female urge to nurture 
and cherish remains. And then there is Xinran herself: an extraordinary woman who, despite her own 
unhappy past, has given her life to saving the stories of Chinese women from oblivion. 
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Historical Fiction Selection 

Don Quixote, Cervantes 

Cervantes’ tale of the deranged gentleman who turns knight-errant, tilts at windmills and battles with 
sheep in the service of the lady of his dreams, Dulcinea del Toboso, has fascinated generations of 
readers. The tall, thin knight and his short, fat squire, Sancho Panza, have found their way into films, 
cartoons and even computer games. Supposedly intended as a parody of the most popular escapist 
fiction of the day, the ‘books of chivalry’, this precursor of the modern novel broadened and deepened 
into a sophisticated, comic account of the contradictions of human nature. On his ‘heroic’ journey Don 
Quixote meets characters of every class and condition, from the prostitute Maritornes, who is 
commended for her Christian charity, to the Knight of the Green Coat, who seems to embody some of 
the constraints of virtue.  

 

The Brothers Karamazov, Fyodor Dostoyevsky 

When brutal landowner Fyodor Karamazov is murdered, the lives of his sons are changed irrevocably: 
Mitya, the sensualist, whose bitter rivalry with his father immediately places him under suspicion for 
parricide; Ivan, the intellectual, whose mental tortures drive him to breakdown; the spiritual Alyosha, 
who tries to heal the family’s rifts; and the shadowy figure of their bastard half-brother Smerdyakov. As 
the ensuing investigation and trial reveal the true identity of the murderer, Dostoyevsky’s dark 
masterpiece evokes a world where the lines between innocence and corruption, good and evil, blur 
and everyone's faith in humanity is tested. 

 

Crime and Punishment, Fyodor Dostoyevsky 

Raskolnikov, a destitute and desperate former student, wanders through the slums of St Petersburg 
and commits a random murder without remorse or regret. He imagines himself to be a great man, a 
Napoleon: acting for a higher purpose beyond conventional moral law. But as he embarks on a 
dangerous game of cat and mouse with a suspicious police investigator, Raskolnikov is pursued by the 
growing voice of his conscience and finds the noose of his own guilt tightening around his neck. Only 
Sonya, a downtrodden prostitute, can offer the chance of redemption. 

 

Middlemarch, George Eliot 

‘Middlemarch’ is a complex tale of idealism, disillusion, profligacy, loyalty and frustrated love. This 
penetrating analysis of the life of an English provincial town during the time of social unrest prior to the 
Reform Bill of 1832 is told through the lives of Dorothea Brooke and Dr Tertius Lydgate and includes a 
host of other paradigm characters who illuminate the condition of English life in the mid-19th century. 

 

The Bostonians, Henry James 

The Bostonians begins with the arrival in Boston of Basil Ransom, a young Mississippi lawyer in 

search of a career. Through his cousin, Olive Chancellor, Ransom comes to meet Verena, the 

beautiful daughter of a charlatan faith-healer and showman. When they hear Verena talk, Olive hopes 

to win the girl over to the feminist cause, Ransom is attracted to her looks, and a battle for possession 

of the girl begins.  

 

The Magic Mountain, Thomas Mann 

Hans Castorp is ‘a perfectly ordinary, if engaging young man’ when he goes to visit his cousin in an 
exclusive sanatorium in the Swiss Alps. What should have been a three-week trip turns into a seven-
year stay. Hans falls in love and becomes intoxicated with the ideas he hears at the clinic – ideas 

which will strain and crack apart in a world on the verge of the First World War. 
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War and Peace, Leo Tolstoy 

‘War and Peace’ is a vast epic centred on Napoleon’s war with Russia. While it expresses Tolstoy’s 
view that history is an inexorable process which man cannot influence, he peoples his great novel with 
a cast of over 500 characters. Three of these, the artless and delightful Natasha Rostov, the world-
weary Prince Andrew Bolkonsky and the idealistic Pierre Bezukhov illustrate Tolstoy’s philosophy in 
this novel of unquestioned mastery. 

 

Fathers & Children, Ivan Turgenev 

‘Fathers & Children is a political novel set in a domestic context, with a universal theme, the 
generational divide between fathers and sons. Set in 1859 at the moment when the Russian autocratic 
state began to move hesitantly towards social and political reform, the novel explores the conflict 
between the liberal-minded fathers of Russian reformist sympathies and their free-thinking intellectual 
sons whose revolutionary ideology threatened the stability of the state. At its centre is Evgeny Bazorov, 
a strong-willed antagonist of all forms of social orthodoxy who proclaims himself a nihilist and believes 
in the need to overthrow all the institutions of the state. As the novel develops Bazarov’s political 
ambitions become fatally meshed with emotional and private concerns, and his end is a tragic failure. 

 

Germinal, Emile Zola 

‘Germinal’ is a brutal depiction of the poverty and wretchedness of a mining community in northern 
France. Etienne Lantier, an unemployed railway worker, is a clever but uneducated young man with a 
dangerous temper. Compelled to take a back-breaking job at Le Voreux mine when he cannot get 
other work, he discovers that his fellow miners are ill, hungry and in debt, unable to feed and clothe 
their families. When conditions in the mining community deteriorate even further, Lantier finds himself 
leading a strike that could mean starvation or salvation for all. ‘Germinal’ expresses outrage at the 
exploitation of the many by the few, but also shows humanity’s capacity for compassion and hope.  

 

Oxford University Resource Hub – History 

https://www.gresham.ac.uk/watch/?subject=history 

https://www.historytoday.com/ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01dh5yg 

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/ 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PJd57g6XLEc&list=PLWTqyLGDhzHBbu6oEgiHEFayR5xe-
ukXs&index=5&t=0s 

http://www.lse.ac.uk/library/collection-highlights 

https://www.hist.cam.ac.uk/welcome-our-virtual-classroom 

 

 

Philosophy 

Language, Truth And Logic, A.J. Ayer 

A dissertation in the tradition of logical positivism includes a discussion of the functions 

and methods of philosophy and a critique of ethics and theology. 

 

https://www.gresham.ac.uk/watch/?subject=history
https://www.historytoday.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01dh5yg
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PJd57g6XLEc&list=PLWTqyLGDhzHBbu6oEgiHEFayR5xe-ukXs&index=5&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PJd57g6XLEc&list=PLWTqyLGDhzHBbu6oEgiHEFayR5xe-ukXs&index=5&t=0s
http://www.lse.ac.uk/library/collection-highlights
https://www.hist.cam.ac.uk/welcome-our-virtual-classroom
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This Changes Everything: Capitalism vs The Climate, Naomi Klein 

Forget everything you think you know about global warming. It’s not about carbon – it’s 
about capitalism. The good news is that we can seize this crisis to transform our failed 
economic system and build something radically better. Naomi Klein has upended the 
debate, exposing the myths that are clouding the climate debate. You have been told 
the market will save us, when in fact the addiction to profit and growth is digging us in 
deeper every day. You have been told it’s impossible to get off fossil fuels when in fact 

we know exactly how to do it – it just requires breaking every rule in the ‘free-market’ playbook. You 
have also been told that humanity is too greedy and selfish to rise to this challenge. In fact, all around 
the world, the fight back is already succeeding in ways both surprising and inspiring. It’s about 
changing the world, before the world changes so drastically that no one is safe. 

 

The Philosophy Gym, Stephen Law 

Where did the universe come from? Is time travel possible? Are genetically designed 
babies morally acceptable? If you have ever asked yourself such questions, then you 
have already begun to think philosophically. This book is for those who want to take the 
next step. Stephen Law poses questions about some of the most important 
philosophical issues of today – and of yesterday. Light-hearted questions about 
whether a pickled sheep is really art rub shoulders with more profound and time-

honoured fears about whether God exists. In this radically new way of looking at philosophy, Stephen 
Law illustrates the problem with a story then lets both sides of the argument battle it out in clear, easily 
digestible and intelligent prose. And, by separating each issue into a distinct section, it is possible to 
dip in and out of in any order and at any time you like! 

 

The Prince, Niccolo Machiavelli 

‘The Prince’ is a brutally uncompromising manual of statecraft. As a diplomat in 
turbulent 15th-century Florence, Niccolo Machiavelli knew how quickly political fortunes 
could rise and fall; his book demonstrates how power really works. How can a leader 
be strong and decisive, yet still inspire loyalty in his followers? When is it necessary to 
break the rules? Is it better to be feared than loved? Examining regimes and their 
rulers the world over and throughout history, from Roman Emperors to renaissance 

Popes, from Hannibal to Cesare di Borgia, Machievalli answers all these questions in a work of 
realpolitik that still has shrewd political lessons for today. 

 

On Liberty And Utilitarianism, John Stuart Mill 

How can the individual be both free and happy? What are freedom and happiness and 
how do they relate to each other? These are the questions that Mill aims to answer 
from both a political and a philosophical perspective. 

 

 

Utilitarianism, John Stuart Mill 

John Stuart Mill’s ‘Utilitarianism’ is one of the most important, controversial, and 
suggestive works of moral philosophy ever written. Mill defends the view that all human 
action should produce the greatest happiness overall, and that happiness itself is to be 
understood as consisting in higher and lower pleasures. This volume uses the 1871 
edition of the text, the last to be published in Mill’s lifetime. The text is preceded by  
a comprehensive introduction assessing Mill’s philosophy and the alternatives to 
utilitarianism, and discussing some of the specific issues Mill raises in ‘Utilitarianism’. 
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The Problems Of Philosophy, Bertrand Russell 

‘Is there any knowledge in the world which is so certain that no reasonable man could 
doubt it?’ Philosophy is the attempt to answer such ultimate questions, not carelessly 
and dogmatically, as we might deal with them in ordinary life, but critically, after 
analysing how and why the questions arise and clarifying the assumptions and 
concepts on which they are based. This classic work, first published in 1912, has never 
been supplanted as an approachable introduction to the theory of philosophical 

enquiry. It gives Russell’s views on such subjects as the distinction between appearance and reality, 
the existence and nature of matter, idealism, knowledge by acquaintance and by description, induction, 
and the limits and value of philosophical knowledge. 

 

Philosophical Fiction Selection 

The Elegance of the Hedgehog, Muriel Barbery 

Rene is the concierge of a grand Parisian apartment building. She maintains a carefully constructed 
persona as someone uncultivated but reliable, in keeping with what she feels a concierge should be. 
But beneath this facade lies the real Rene: passionate about culture and the arts, and more 
knowledgeable in many ways than her employers with their outwardly successful but emotionally void 
lives. Down in her lodge, apart from weekly visits by her one friend Manuela, Rene lives with only her 
cat for company. Meanwhile, several floors up, 12-year-old Paloma Josse is determined to avoid the 
pampered and vacuous future laid out for her, and decides to end her life on her 13th birthday. But 
unknown to them both, the sudden death of one of their privileged neighbours will dramatically alter 
their lives forever.  

 

Fahrenheit 451, Ray Bradbury 

Guy Montag is a fireman. His job is to burn books, which are forbidden, being the source of all discord 
and unhappiness. Even so, Montag is unhappy; there is discord in his marriage. Are books hidden in 
his house? The Mechanical Hound of the Fire Department, armed with a lethal hypodermic, escorted 
by helicopters, is ready to track down those dissidents who defy society to preserve and read books. 

 

The Stranger (The Outsider), Albert Camus 

Through the story of an ordinary man unwittingly drawn into a senseless murder on an Algerian beach, 
Camus explored what he termed ‘the nakedness of man faced with the absurd.’ 

 

Le Petit Prince, Antoine de St Exupéry 

A pilot stranded in the desert awakes one morning to see, standing before him, the most extraordinary 
little fellow. ‘Please,’ asks the stranger, ‘draw me a sheep.’ And the pilot realises that when life’s events 
are too difficult to understand, there is no choice but to succumb to their mysteries. He pulls out pencil 
and paper… 

 

The Brothers Karamazov, Fyodor Dostoyevsky 

When brutal landowner Fyodor Karamazov is murdered, the lives of his sons are changed irrevocably: 
Mitya, the sensualist, whose bitter rivalry with his father immediately places him under suspicion for 
parricide; Ivan, the intellectual, whose mental tortures drive him to breakdown; the spiritual Alyosha, 
who tries to heal the family’s rifts; and the shadowy figure of their bastard half-brother Smerdyakov. As 
the ensuing investigation and trial reveal the true identity of the murderer, Dostoyevsky’s dark 
masterpiece evokes a world where the lines between innocence and corruption, good and evil, blur 
and everyone's faith in humanity is tested. 
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The Name of the Rose, Umberto Eco 

The year is 1327. Franciscans in a wealthy Italian abbey are suspected of heresy, and Brother William 
of Baskerville arrives to investigate. When his delicate mission is suddenly overshadowed by seven 
bizarre deaths, Brother William turns detective. He collects evidence, deciphers secret symbols and 
coded manuscripts, and digs into the eerie labyrinth of the abbey where extraordinary things are 
happening under the cover of night. 

 

Sophie’s World, Jostein Gaarder 

When 14-year-old Sophie encounters a mysterious mentor who introduces her to philosophy, 
mysteries deepen in her own life. Why does she keep getting postcards addressed to another girl? 
Who is the other girl? And who, for that matter, is Sophie herself? To solve the riddle, she uses her 
new knowledge of philosophy, but the truth is far stranger than she could have imagined. Setting out to 
draw teenagers into the world of Socrates, Descartes, Spinoza, Hegel and all the great philosophers, it 
raises profound questions about the meaning of life and the origin of the universe. 

 

The Reluctant Fundamentalist, Mohsin Hamid 

‘Excuse me, sir, but may I be of assistance? Ah, I see I have alarmed you. Do not be frightened by my 
beard. I am a lover of America…’ So speaks the mysterious stranger at a Lahore cafe as dusk settles. 
Invited to join him for tea, you learn his name and what led this speaker of immaculate English to seek 
you out. For he is more worldly than you might expect; better travelled and better educated. He knows 
the West better than you do. And as he tells you his story, of how he embraced the Western dream – 
and a Western woman – and how both betrayed him, so the night darkens. Then the true reason for 
your meeting becomes abundantly clear… 

 

The Kite Runner, Khaled Hosseini 

Afghanistan, 1975: 12-year-old Amir is desperate to win the local kite-fighting tournament and his loyal 
friend Hassan promises to help him. But neither of the boys can foresee what will happen to Hassan 
that afternoon, an event that is to shatter their lives. After the Russians invade and the family is forced 
to flee to America, Amir realises that one day he must return to Afghanistan under Taliban rule to find 
the one thing that his new world cannot grant him: redemption. 

 

The Infinite Wisdom of Harriet Rose, Diana Janney 

Harriet Rose, like any other teenager, is naive, overconfident and has always felt she has something 
important to say. However, unlike most of her peers, her hero is Marcus Aurelius, in imitation of whom 
she has been composing philosophical reflections on life for some time. When Harriet's father dies, the 
urge to write these meditations is greater than ever. Then, on her 14th birthday, she receives a unique 
gift. Her doting mother and grandmother have had her by-now-substantial collection of meditations 
published. Having appointed themselves roles – Mother: publicist; Nana: sales rep; Harriet: esteemed 
author – they vow to get the book into the hands of a wide readership. Once this formidable team gets 
into gear, there’s no holding back, and Harriet is hurled into a lifestyle that not even she, in all her 
infinite wisdom, could have been prepared for. Bookshop orders soon stack up, and Harriet is plunged 
into a whirlwind of launch parties, newspaper coverage and television appearances. But is all this 
attention exactly what she thinks? And, more importantly, can her happiness – or her naivety – last? 

 

Investigations of a Dog, Franz Kafka 

‘If I think about it, and I have the time and inclination and capacity to do so, we dogs are an odd lot.’ 
How does a dog see the world? How do any of us? In this playful and enigmatic story of a canine 
philosopher, Kafka explores the limits of knowledge. 
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The Sunday Philosophy Club, Alexander McCall Smith 

Amateur sleuth Isabel Dalhousie is a philosopher who also uses her training to solve unusual 
mysteries. As editor of the Review of Applied Ethics (also addressing such questions as ‘Truth telling in 
sexual relationships’), she also hosts The Sunday Philosophy Club at her house in Edinburgh. Behind 
the city’s Georgian facades its moral compasses are spinning with greed, dishonesty and murderous 
intent. Instinct tells Isabel that the young man who tumbled to his death in front of her eyes at a concert 
in the Usher Hall didn’t fall. He was pushed. As her hero W.H. Auden maintained, classic detective 
fiction stems from a desire for an uncorrupted Eden which the detective, as an agent of God, can 
return to us. But then Isabel, being a philosopher, has a thing or two to say about God as well. 

 

Moby Dick, Herman Melville 

Moby Dick is the story of Captain Ahab’s quest to avenge the whale that ‘reaped’ his leg. The quest  
is an obsession and the novel is a diabolical study of how a man becomes a fanatic. But it is also  
a hymn to democracy. Bent as the crew is on Ahab’s appalling crusade, it is equally the image of  
a co-operative community at work: all hands dependent on all hands, each individual responsible  
for the security of each. Among the crew is Ishmael, the novel’s narrator, ordinary sailor, and 
extraordinary reader. Digressive, allusive, vulgar, transcendent, the story Ishmael tells is above all  
an education: in the practice of whaling, in the art of writing. 

 

War and Peace, Leo Tolstoy 

A vast epic centred on Napoleon’s war with Russia, it expresses Tolstoy’s view that history is an 
inexorable process which man cannot influence. He peoples his great novel with a cast of over 500 
characters, three of which, the artless and delightful Natasha Rostov, the world-weary Prince Andrew 
Bolkonsky and the idealistic Pierre Bezukhov are used to illustrate Tolstoy’s philosophy. 

 

Oxford University Resource Hub – Philosophy 

https://philosophybites.com/ 

https://aeon.co/ 

https://eachother.org.uk/ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01f0vzr  

 

All the above resources are available to borrow from the Library. Look for this label. 
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