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Section A: Study Skills And 

Techniques 

Cornell-Style Note-Taking 

Some people find using the Cornell-style of note-taking very useful when revising or taking notes 

(e.g. when watching a video or reading text).  

 

In essence, it is a system of active note-taking in which you organise information and create 

summaries or links to other topics and then review and test yourself.  

 

A good explanation video: The Cornell Note-Taking System – Learning Strategies Center  

 

As explained in Cornell Note-Taking Method | Study Tips | UM at Fort Kent, notes and summaries 

are structured on the page as follows:  

○ Note-Taking Area: Record information as fully and as meaningful as possible.  

○ Cue Column: As you’re taking notes, keep the cue column empty. Soon after 

reading/watching, reduce your notes to concise jottings as clues for Reciting, Reviewing and 

Reflecting.  

○ Summaries: Sum up each page of your notes in a sentence or two.  

●  A4 pages are often therefore divided in a way similar to the images below: 

 

 
This format provides the perfect opportunity for the Five Rs of note-taking and revising:  

● Record: in the main column as many meaningful facts and ideas as you can. Write legibly.  

● Reduce: As soon after as possible, summarise these facts and ideas concisely in the Cue 

Column. Summarising clarifies meanings and relationships, reinforces continuity, and 

strengthens memory.  

● Recite: Cover the Note-Taking Area, using only your jottings in the Cue Column, say over the 

facts and ideas of the lecture as fully as you can, not mechanically, but in your own words. 

Then, verify what you have said. 

● Reflect: Note summaries of key points from your notes and use them as a starting point for 

your own reflections on the course and how it relates to your other courses. Reflection will help 

prevent ideas from being inert and soon forgotten.  

● Review: Spend 10 minutes every week on a quick review of your notes, and you will retain 

most of what you have learned.   

https://lsc.cornell.edu/how-to-study/taking-notes/cornell-note-taking-system/
https://www.umfk.edu/student-success/academic-support/notes/
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Creating A Study Space 

 
 

● Pick a place you are comfortable with spending a lot of your time.  

● Don’t study in your bed or on a sofa otherwise your brain won’t switch off when you’re in this 

setting.  

● Switch your phone off or onto Do Not Disturb and plug in some music (only if that works for 

you) or stay in a quiet place to keep focused.  

● Fill your bottle of water and prepare your space before your study time to avoid procrastination.  

● Try to take short breaks between large chunks of your revision: grab a snack, reply to friends or 

refill your water.  
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Essay Words And Phrases 
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Flashcards: Making And Using Flashcards 

How to use flashcards when revising 

● Make your own flashcards! There are plenty of flashcard apps and websites which allow you to 

download pre-made flashcard decks and start studying instantly! However, by making your own 

flashcards it will be easier to take the information in.  

● Combine pictures with words. Adding pictures to your flashcards can make them a lot more 

memorable, as people tend to remember imagery much more than they remember words. 

However, this does not mean you should replace the words on your cards with pictures, use  

a combination!   

● Write only one question/prompt on each card. 

● Break down any complex concepts and divide them into multiple questions.   

● Say your answers out loud when studying: you can even find a partner to test you on the key 

concepts with active recall!   

● Study each flashcard from both sides: otherwise, there is a chance you will only be able to 

recall one side of the flashcard.  

● Flashcards are most effective when combined with other methods (e.g. making a quiz, 

writing explanations, taking a practice test or making mind maps).  

Useful revision and study links, and ideas for making flashcards 

● Learning tools and flashcards Quizlet is a very useful, free-to-use website, it allows you to 

create your own groups of flashcards and use other people’s pre-made ones. You can also 

download them to revise on the go!  

● https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize BBC Bitesize is great for finding condensed notes and 

explanations to write onto your flashcards.  

● You can also use handmade flashcards if you prefer them to online/digital ones. 

 

  

https://quizlet.com/en-gb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
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Learning Vocabulary 

Ideas and tips for learning vocab 

 

● Use Quizlet, either create your own. 

● Make flashcards. 

● Subscribe to a word-of-the-day site: you’ll be emailed a word with its meaning in any 

language you choose.  

● Immerse yourself: watch films, listen to music, read articles in your target language to get used 

to the sounds or the contexts words are used in.  

● Only learn the key words/phrases: it is more useful to know things that will come up often well 

rather than vaguely understand a lot but be unsure. 

● Do a little every day as to not overwhelm yourself. 

● Learn clusters or phrases as it may be easier than singular words. 

 

 
  

https://quizlet.com/en-gb
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Mind Maps 

● A mind map is a diagram for representing tasks, words, concepts, or items linked to and 

arranged around a central concept or subject using a non-linear graphical layout which allows 

the user to build an intuitive framework around a central concept.  

● A mind map can turn a long list of monotonous information into a colourful, memorable and 

highly-organised diagram which works in line with your brain’s natural way of doing things.  

● They can also be very helpful in identifying themes or links between ideas, especially for essay-

based subjects.  

● A mind map is an easy way to note down thoughts organically without worrying about order and 

structure.  

● They allow you to visually structure your ideas to help with analysis and recall.  

● They can be useful for:  

○ Planning – from projects to essays. 

○ Organising – from shopping lists to daily to-do plans. 

○ Note-Taking – from lecture notes to just capturing the next big idea you have. 

○ Studying – mind maps can be reviewed as a way to prepare for exams. 
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Planning And Time Management 1  

The best ways to plan and manage your time 

Planning: 

● Make long-term lists, with what you need to have completed at the end of a few months, then 

make smaller, week-by-week or daily ‘to do’ lists, so you have planned the scales and you know 

what you’re working towards. This will also help you with time management as you can prioritise 

what needs to be done. 

 

● Revision timetables don’t always work if you don’t stick to the timings, so writing daily tasks for 

each day can be effective. For those who prefer timetabling and scheduling, ensure you 

schedule either days or mornings/afternoons off. 

Time management:  

● Revising for many hours at a time isn’t effective. Your short-term memory has a limited capacity 

so it is better to revise in smaller chunks than long hours at a time.  

 

● A really useful way to manage your revision is Pomodoro’s technique:  

○ 20 minutes of work, then a 5-minute break.  

○ You can do 25 or 30 minutes of work depending on how long you can focus for; but be brutal 

with breaks and stick to the 5 minutes).  

○ After 4 repeats of 20 mins on, 5 mins off, you can take a 30-minute break. This is a good way 

to structure small blocks of revision and longer days of study.  

Useful revision and study links, and ideas for planning and time 

management 

Useful apps to keep your time limited and focused: 

 

● Focus Keeper (tracks your Pomodoro). 

● Forest (tracks your working time and keeps you off your phone).  

● Todoist (calendar/weekly and monthly revision planning). 
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Planning And Time Management 2 

Ideas and tips for planning and time management  

Time management:  

● Time management can be difficult, especially for revision, as there are a lot of subjects, and 

content to revise. 

● To make it easier, try to give a set amount of time in the day for you to revise, and you should 

start planning and revising as early as possible so you can revise effectively and in depth. 

 

A good idea to plan for revision is to make a timetable:  

● Split your subjects into the topics which need most time revising and those you know well, 

spend less time revising the topics you know best. 
 

● Do a set number of hours for each group (e.g. 3 hours for the most time needed, 1 hour for the 

least per week).  
 

● Make a timetable of which subjects you would do on which day. We recommend tackling the 

subjects you enjoy the most first, then move on to the harder subjects and finish with an easier 

subject. 
 

● The timetable should have at most 3 subjects, with a 30-minute to 1-hour break in between, and 

the subjects should be spread over 2 weeks, but that is entirely your choice (see p.9 for the 

Pomodoro technique).  
 

● You don’t have to follow all the instructions; everyone has their own style of time management 

and planning. Use the style which suits you best. Try to divide your subjects into individual 

topics. Decide which topic will need the most and least time, just as you did with the subjects; 

you can make a timetable for that or may find a checklist easier. 
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Practice Exam Questions: How To Find And Use 

Them  

Ideas and tips for how to find and use practice exam questions 

  

● You can practise complete papers or just answer questions based on specific topics (this is 

especially useful for your weaker topics). 

 

● Try to complete all the questions without using any notes and then go back through with the 

mark scheme and your notes. This will help highlight areas needing more revision.  

 

● Try to practise some papers under timed conditions to help work on time management skills. 

  

● Don’t rush over answers, try to take your time to fully understand them if you got them wrong. 

 

● Looking at mark schemes is a good way to help learn exam technique and how your answers 

need to be worded.  
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Videos: Using Videos Effectively In Revision  

 

When revising for exams, videos can be a really helpful tool to use as extra support to ensure you 

fully understand your topic or subject. However, you have to use them effectively…  

Best ways to revise  

 

● Make sure the video/videos you are watching are from a reliable source. Don’t waste your time 
watching videos which seem unreliable and giving you incorrect information.  

● Pause the video and take notes as you go along. This can help you retain and recall the 
information, improving your overall memory, and it will provide you with another source of 
information to solidify your understanding of the subject.  

● Watch more recent videos to ensure you are being given up-to-date information. You don’t want 
to be learning the wrong facts!  

● Make sure you use your time effectively. Don’t use watching YouTube videos as an excuse to 
scroll through your suggested pages. This will not help you with your revision and you will be 
wasting your time.  

● Subscribe to useful and reliable content creators, to ensure that any time they post a new video, 
which could be useful for you, you will be notified. This is a great way to subtly remind yourself 
to set aside time to revise, if you often forget.  

● But the biggest tip is balance. Do not overwork yourself because you will get nowhere if you are 
burnt out. It’s easy to feel stressed due to all the pressure, but your health is just as important.  

Useful YouTube channels for revision and study for core subjects  

 

● Free Science Lessons (Science)  

● Mr Bruff (English)  

● The GCSE Maths Tutor (Maths)  

 

 
  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqbOeHaAUXw9Il7sBVG3_bw
https://www.youtube.com/user/mrbruff
https://www.youtube.com/user/mrbruff
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Well-Being: Mindfulness And Exercise 

Ideas and tips for well-being:  

mindfulness and exercise  

 

Mindfulness:  

● Notice the everyday.  

● Keep it regular. 

● Try something new. 

● Watch your thoughts. 

● Name thoughts and feelings. 

● Free yourself from the past and future. 

 

“Mindfulness isn’t difficult, we just need to remember to do it.” Sharon Salzberg 

 

 

Exercise:  

● Reduces stress.  

● Improves mood.  

● Increases your ability to think more clearly.  

● Releases endorphins.  

● Improves cognitive function.  

 

Examples:  

● Go for a run.  

● Team sports. 

● Yoga. 

● Stretching.  

● Go for a walk. 

● Go to the gym. 

 

“Exercise not only changes your body, it changes your mind, your attitude and mood.”  

 

Useful links for well-being: mindfulness and exercise 

 

 PositivePsychology.com: 22 Mindfulness Exercises, Techniques & Activities For Adults (+ PDF's)   

https://positivepsychology.com/mindfulness-exercises-techniques-activities/
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Section B: Subject-Specific Links, Tips 

And Ideas 
 

Biology 

The best ways to revise Biology 

Biology is a different subject to Chemistry and Physics when it comes to revision – keywords are 

king! There is a danger for students to spend too much time on stage 1/recall type revision. The 

revision clock details revision ideas which should be spent on the 1st quarter, 2nd half and last 

quarter of your revision time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Table below shows the typical topic timeline  

 
 

along with additional exam questions via QR code link. 
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Business Studies 

The best ways to revise Business Studies 

 

Past paper practice:   

Past paper practice is an effective way to revise for Business. These are papers similar to what 

you’ll be handed in an exam. You are doing lots of these in lesson and as part of your homework 

tasks, so make sure you are putting maximum effort in to these in the lead up to the exam and 

acting on your teacher feedback you are given, as feedback really does help push you forward with 

your technique. Try to time yourself when answering questions; time will go quickly in the exam so 

you must be prepared for this! 

 

Become familiar with your conclusion structures for a 9 and 12 marker: 

Ensure you are becoming familiar with how to structure your conclusions using the support 

templates given by your class teacher. For example, have you remembered to link your analysis to 

functional areas for your 12 marker? Have you given the critical reason for coming to a decision? 

Have you said what your decision ‘depends on’? These are all key pointers needed to give  

a fully-developed conclusion and achieve the higher level. 

 

Have a plan of what Business topics you are revising each week: 

If you feel overwhelmed by all of the Business topics you need to revise, consider mapping them 

out into a revision timetable which means you will be more organised and focused with what you 

want to achieve in your revision each day. It is important you prioritise the trickier topics like 

liquidity ratios and globalisation rather than leaving them until the last minute. If you can’t map out 

the topics, ask your class teacher to help you. 

 

https://www.dayjob.com/revision-timetable-771/ 

 

Vary your revision with different activities: 

This could be reading over your class notes one evening, creating mind maps for a topic on 

another night, practising an exam question or using the websites suggested below to revise using 

audio and visual methods on another night. 

 

Revision sticky notes: 

Stick revision notes all around your bedroom with the finance formulas and business key terms, so 

they are subtly sticking in your head.  

 

https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/aqa-gcse-business-9-1-formula-sheet-12092625 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/business/gcse/business/teach/subject-specific-vocabulary 

 

Don’t be a business zombie: 

Set aside time to do fun things but also be mindful to keep your phone and other distractions in a 

drawer/another room so you don’t get distracted when revising. Use parents and study buds to 

help you with revision as it can become lonely doing it on your own all of the time! 

  

https://www.dayjob.com/revision-timetable-771/
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/aqa-gcse-business-9-1-formula-sheet-12092625
https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/business/gcse/business/teach/subject-specific-vocabulary
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Useful revision and study links, and ideas for Business: 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCE9uWsZ2C3NYzzKRIo_mntw 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zvwb382 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=tutor2u+gcse+business+tutorials 

https://www.youtube.com/c/twoteachers 

 

 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCE9uWsZ2C3NYzzKRIo_mntw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zvwb382
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=tutor2u+gcse+business+tutorials
https://www.youtube.com/c/twoteachers
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Chemistry 

The best ways to revise Chemistry 
 

• Make revision notes and flashcards after every topic, using revision guides. 

• Try to condense your notes for a topic onto one page in a mind map or knowledge organisers 
so you can see all the key points in one place. 

• Summerise required practicals into flashcards and back up everything you need to know. 

• With a reason. 

• Instead of just going over notes, attempt practice questions. 

• Use the specification and revision lists as a guide to find out what you really need to know for 
the exam. 

• Use the Google Classroom past paper for practice questions.  

 

 
 

Useful revision and study links, and ideas for maths in Chemistry 
 

● Questions on Physics and Maths Tutor  
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/past-papers/gcse-chemistry/ 

● Quizlet to make flashcards 

• Summary questions on BBC Bitesize: 

o Triple Science - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z8xtmnb 

o Combined Science - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z8r997h 

o Science and Maths by Primrose Kitten - https://www.youtube.com/c/PrimroseKittenScience 

  

https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/past-papers/gcse-chemistry/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z8xtmnb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z8r997h
https://www.youtube.com/c/PrimroseKittenScience


18 

Computer Science 

The best ways to revise Computer Science  
 

● Make revision notes and flashcards after every unit.  

● Instead of going over notes, attempt practice questions, especially for coding.  

● Ask your teacher for help if you need help.  

● Stay up to date with your written notes; these are incredibly helpful to revise from and much 

easier to look at than a screen.  

● Practise coding in Python; this will ensure your programming is correctly formatted, so that even 

if you forget proper syntax during your exam, you won’t lose (m)any marks since it’s 

pseudocode. 

● Explain to a friend or family member.  

● Unit 5 since one will have the 8 marker.  

 

Useful revision and study links, and ideas for Computer Science 
  
● ZigZag E-revision: https://erevision.uk/ 

● Craig & Dave: YouTube channel which explains everything covered in the GCSE.  

● Corey Schafer: YouTube channel which covers Python from basic to advance Python 

programming. 

● Seneca. 

 

 

  

https://erevision.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/c/craigndave
https://www.youtube.com/c/Coreyms
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
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Design & Technology 

The Design & Technology theory exam makes up 50% of the overall final grade. While it is useful 
and important to have a good understanding of the actual content, it’s best to know how you can 
apply that knowledge to the question with a good explanation which will allow you to achieve the 
best marks in the exam. 

 

Some really helpful ways to revise 
 

• Taking notice of your surroundings is a great hands-on way to familiarise yourself with the 
content and could help you understand concepts easier. For example, look at objects, 
architecture, materials, etc. in your everyday life and think what is it made from and why? How 
has this been made/any key manufacturing processes used? What is its purpose (does it solve 
any problems or fulfil any important functions)? 

• Doing past papers is definitely one of the most useful strategies as it allows you to familiarise 
yourself with the way questions are phrased and how you need to answer them to gain top 
marks. 

o Look at mark schemes carefully to make sure you are using high-level terminology correctly 
and are writing enough information to gain the marks. 

• If you’re struggling to actually remember key ideas, a really useful way to do this is through 
creating flashcards. You could write a prompt/question on one side and then key, relevant 
information on the other. For example, you could write a material name on one side and then 
write its properties, characteristics, some advantages and disadvantages, and some examples 
of where it’s used. 

• Or if flashcards don’t work for you, another great revision technique for DT is that of 
mindmapping, where you write everything you can remember down and then add extra 
information in another colour. 

 

Useful revision and study links, and ideas for Design & Technology 
 

• https://www.technologystudent.com/: one of the most useful websites, gives a clear explanation 
of concepts with lots of animations/images to help your understanding. 

• Free Homework & Revision for A Level, GCSE, KS4 and KS3 searching ‘Design Technology’. 

 

 
 

  

https://www.technologystudent.com/
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Textiles 

The best ways to revise Textiles 

The Textiles theory exam makes up 50% of the overall final grade. While it is useful and important 

to have a good understanding of the actual content, you must also understand how the marks are 

awarded for each of the questions. Some will require a single word answer, others a fact(s) and a 

supporting justification(s), and for the last question you will need analysis, evaluations and links. 

The best way to practise this is to look at past exam papers, but this is difficult for our subject as 

the integration of Textiles into DT, along with the pandemic, has meant there are only a handful of 

past exam papers and you already did them during mocks in the course of the last couple of years. 

You have all your notes however from our discussions in class about how to tackle exam 

questions, so you can always revisit those. 

One of the main things you will be examined on is your knowledge of materials. It will be useful 

therefore to observe fabric in general, along with fastenings and components, as you go about your 

daily life. Study the labels inside garments and soft furnishings, feel textures, understand 

manufacturing techniques, note details, then refer back to your book to cross-reference your 

observations. 

Students usually revise for their subjects in their own way, but generally the following are popular: 

• Flashcards work by writing a prompt/question on one side of the card and the answer and/or 
relevant information on the other side (e.g. the name of a material or process on side A and 
advantages/disadvantages/end-use on side B). 

• Mindmapping is about writing down everything you can remember about a topic and then 
adding extra information in another colour. 

• Revision buddy is also useful and it works by asking someone – a friend or family member – to 
test you on certain areas. 

• Teacher–pupil role play can be fun whether it is you playing both roles or you have someone 
else helping you. You basically ‘teach’ another person – real or imaginary – about a topic. 

• Gap-finding is particularly useful. Make a list of tricky topics and only return to it when you have 
finished all other revision so that you can undertake a focused study. 

• Quizlet and Seneca are two apps which are also useful for those who enjoy this type of 
technology. 

In terms of publications which may be useful to you, it is best to strive 

to learn everything you can from your green textbook. You will have 

already learnt a great deal of theory from your coursework, so you 

should be finding the practice questions more familiar. Remember, all 

maths questions are based on standard GCSE maths. The other book 

we recommend is the exam board’s revision guide: 

My Revision Notes: Pearson Edexcel GCSE (9–1): Design and 

Technology (ISBN 978-1-510-48050-6). It costs around £10 from 

Amazon, or £6.99 for the Kindle version. 

  

https://quizlet.com/en-gb
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
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Lastly, the most important thing to remember is the analogy used in class: treat your brain as if it 

were the Earth on the ground. If a certain amount of rain falls on it throughout the week, it will be 

absorbed without problems. If it all falls on Monday, after a couple of hours it will flood. So, use 

your time wisely, because little and often is best. 
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Drama 

The best ways to revise Drama 
 

● When learning lines for your devised and scripted pieces, it’s best to rehearse with other 

people. But due to schedule clashes this is not always possible. Instead, you can record 

yourself saying other characters’ lines and leave blank spaces where your own lines are. Then, 

you can listen to it back and fill in the blanks. 

 

● When it comes to monologues and other speeches, useful rehearsal techniques include 

pausing after (almost) every word. While it may seem tedious at first, this allows you to find 

deeper meaning in individual words and acknowledging what it would be like if your character 

just stopped on that word. 

 

● A useful technique for characterisation is to find at least three things you have in common with 

the character you play. Admittedly, this varies from character to character and depending on 

who you’re playing, it may be easier or harder. 

 

● When it comes to revising practitioners, flashcards are always a reliable option. However, they 

don’t work for everyone. More interactive methods of revision may include making notes on  

a topic and then turning them into a speech and learning it just as you would learn any other 

scripted lines. 

 

● If you choose to and have the space, you could write key points on Post-it Notes and stick them 

in places around your house or room where you’re likely to look at them. When it comes to 

remembering these points in essays, you can visualise the space you are familiar with and 

certain places where the key points are. 

 

● Discussions with other people are almost always useful when it comes to revising just about 

anything. Talking it over with a friend or family member or even just saying something aloud will 

help it to stick in your mind. 
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English 

Ideas and tips for writing essays 
 

 

Make a plan! 

Making an essay plan is a very key and important part for writing an essay. It allows you to have a 

clear structure and idea of where your essay will go and how you will form it. It will help you along 

the way, so you’re not having to rearrange or waste time later.  

 

Get a clear introduction 

The introduction to an essay can arguably be the most important to perfect. It should give a clear 

and simple acknowledgement of what your essay is about, but not be too long or ramble on. 

 

Topic sentences 

These are really good to help structure and plan your essay. By identifying key topics, you can use 

each one to begin each paragraph.  

 

Answering the question 

This may seem obvious but it’s very easy to just write everything you know without actually 

answering the question asked. Make sure you know what you’re being wanted to write about and 

then decide what your strongest conjecture is.  

 

Arguing both sides of the argument 

This will not only help develop your own argument by countering, but it will also show a wider 

range of understanding of the question/statement. It will make you as a writer appear more 

enriched and knowledgeable.  

 

Referring to the text 

Referring back to the text using quotations and implications deepens your understanding of what 

you’re talking about. If you don’t have any of this it can show a lack of understanding and won’t link 

your points together. 

 

Referring to literary devices 

Analysing words and phrases the writer uses shows skill within your essay. It’s useful to know 

technical terms as you can use them to analyse and explain within your essay. Key technical terms 

to know for English: metaphor, simile, personification, imagery and the three tenses. 

 

Writing a conclusion 

This is the final paragraph of your essay and should tie all of your arguments and counter 

arguments together. It shouldn’t be a summary, as that is what your introduction was for, but can 

also be another place to just repeat your final verdict.  
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English Literature 

The best ways to revise English Literature 

  

SHAKESPEARE and PROSE:  

● Create character profiles: include brief descriptions/personality/language used and how others 

view them and how they impact the plot.   

● Create theme mind maps/posters: include key quotations and how the writer shows this theme 

(e.g. language used or imagery created).  

● Features of the text used by the author/playwright: for example, dramatic devices/setting/light 

and sound/stagecraft.  

● Create a brief plot timeline of the play: break down into key moments within each scene/act. 

 

UNSEEN POETRY:  

● Annotate in a similar style: find some past papers online and do some exam style practice.  

 

BOTH:  

● Find past papers (online or ask your teacher if they have resources): practise writing under a 

time restraint.  

● Learn a select number of quotations which will work for a number of questions that could come 

up (you realistically won’t be able to learn lots!).  

 

Useful revision and study links, and ideas for English Literature  

● BBC Bitesize: plot summaries and character analysis.  

● Digital Theatre+: watch variety of film/play adaptations (ask English/Drama teachers for login).  

● Mr Bruff: summary videos of plot and character and theme analysis (YouTube).  

● York Notes Study Guides (available to borrow from the Library). 

 

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zxqncwx
https://www.digitaltheatreplus.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCM2vdqz-7e4HAuzhpFuRY8w
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Geography 

The best ways to revise Geography  
 

● Create your own flashcards for case studies: use pre-made flashcards to refresh knowledge of 

a topic. Make sure you don’t write too much information on one card, or it will be difficult to 

recall.  

 

● Create a mind map: use a different colour pen (e.g. red for the initial idea or keyword, blue for 

facts to expand, green for linking ideas in the topic and purple for assessment).  

 

● Make sure you have facts from your case studies for your long answers.  

 

● Brain dump: write everything you know about a topic then fill in gaps with your notes or a 

revision resource in another colour to highlight what you don’t know and need to review.  

 

● Use the Cornell method: a summative method mostly used for note-taking.  

 

● Try exam past paper questions: after you feel comfortable with the content, make sure to look at 

the mark scheme after not during save these until close to your final exam or they will be 

wasted and there is a limited supply.  

 

● Compose a Kahoot! or Quizlet: try it with your friends when revision gets boring.  

 

● Use a CGP guide: try the questions on each page or the summary questions at the end of each 

chapter. Don’t just read an entire chapter without testing yourself. 

 

Avoid: rewriting your notes word for word or reading the textbook without any active recall. 

You will forget this information in the long term and it is a waste of your time. 

 

Useful revision and study links and ideas for Geography 
 

• https://geography-revision.co.uk 

• https://revisionworld.com 

• https://www.coolgeography.co.uk/ 

• https://timeforgeography.co.uk/ 

 

 

  

 

  

https://kahoot.com/
https://quizlet.com/en-gb
https://geography-revision.co.uk/
https://revisionworld.com/
https://www.coolgeography.co.uk/
https://timeforgeography.co.uk/
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History 

The best ways to revise History 

• Make use of the ‘How do we revise for History’ document.  

• Condense your notes in your exercise book or your Pearson/Hodder/CGP revision guides,  

by transforming them into a new, shorter or more memorable format (e.g. in the shape of 

something linked to the topic or reduce a whole unit down to one side of A3, then A4). 

• Use flashcards for key words, names and dates.  

• Test yourself: cover and recall. 

• Make up mnemonics or songs to remember the order of events or dates or lists of key reasons 

(e.g. White Lamb Plays the Recorder for the reasons the Armada failed (Weather, Leadership, 

Plan, Tactics and Resources). 

• Plan practice questions. 

• Write answers in timed conditions (there is no point giving yourself more time than you would 

have in the exam). 

• Learn the structure and timings for each question using the overview sheet. 

Do not just make more notes or read through your notes. This has been shown to have very 

little effect! 

Different strategies work well for different units  

Crime and Punishment USA  Cold War 

• Use the overview table 
created in lessons to see 
the big picture. 
 

• Colour code to show the 
different types of crime 
(against the 
person/authority/property) 
or the reasons for 
punishment 
(deterrent/retribution/protect 
the public/rehabilitation). 

• Create a living graph 
or colour-coded 
timeline to show 
progress in Civil 
Rights.  
 

• Create a timeline to 
show the events of 
the Vietnam War and 
diagrams to show the 
reasons for support 
and opposition and 
the reasons for US 
failure. 

 
 

• Create a big timeline or 
living graph showing if 
relations got better or 
worse after each event. 

  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16U0WTpOyKPvruui12sreZFA5ORYKdUXI/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LulKXUPUzQe8wFIlLvAYRT_0W0j4C-UE/view
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Useful revision links 

● The History Google site: provides access to the specification, revision notes, past questions, 

documentaries and articles. Use the Key Stage 4 drop down to access the different units: Crime 

and Punishment, USA and Cold War.  

● Your Google Classroom has past teaching materials, feedback from assessments and 

WAGOLLS. 

● BBC Bitesize for the Cold War. You could use the Vietnam section under the Cold War to help 

the USA. 

● Free quizzes from Hodder for Crime and Punishment, USA and Cold War. You just need to 

select History and scroll down to the relevant Edexcel unit.  

● Seneca for quizzes on Crime and Punishment, USA and Cold War. 

● Edexcel website. 

● Quizlet for making flashcards. 

Top tips from the History Department! 

● Make your own revision materials rather than using someone else’s or ready-made ones.  

The process of making them helps you to learn and remember the information. 

● Tell someone else what you know (even your cat, dog or teddy bear – they don’t need to 

respond) – it helps cement the information in your mind.  

● Practice makes perfect! Write answers in timed conditions. 

 

 

 

 

  

https://sites.google.com/whsg.info/whsghistory/ks4-history
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwbysg8
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/product-landing-pages/revision/revision-series-pages/my-revision-notes/my-revision-notes-downloads/gcse
https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/8161553a-f858-43b2-9a3f-d7bf477b58e8/section/6c8c8008-e833-4f5b-ace7-945951d6ade3/session
https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/1e30b767-1284-4788-b136-0579c8147162/section/17b3cbaf-7fd4-4d96-943e-b159db144013/session
https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/4cb62f70-25d5-11e8-997c-45e9415ece8c/section/8a08bb90-25d5-11e8-997c-45e9415ece8c/session
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.html
https://quizlet.com/en-gb
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Maths 

Maths 1  

The best ways to revise Maths Paper 1 

 

YOUTUBE TUTORIALS: 

There are so many helpful channels on YouTube to help you get your head around topics you’re 

struggling with! Before tackling an exam paper, you should always refresh yourself on the topics 

you struggle with using this method.  

 

PAST PAPERS: 

Exam-style questions are always worded differently to how they are in a textbook. Similar 

questions will also reappear in your GCSEs from past years, so this method is amazing for getting 

used to the examination concepts.  

 

CGP BOOKS: 

If you’ve marked a past paper and there was a certain topic you didn’t excel in, using revision 

guides will give you bitesize questions and concepts to help build up your confidence and 

understanding.  

 

FLASHCARDS: 

Use these to help remember formulas that aren’t given to you in the exam. There will be a sheet of 

required formulas linked below.  

 

Useful revision and study links, and ideas for Maths 

 

YOUTUBE CHANNELS: 

• GCSE maths tutorials  

• TL Maths 

• Maths Genie  

 

PAST PAPERS: 

• https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/papers.html (comes with model answers) 

• https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/exams/past-papers.html 

 

GOOGLE CLASSROOM: 

• GCSE revision code: ekha6pv 

• Maths GCSE past paper code: t75rbww 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/c/TheGCSEMathsTutor
https://www.youtube.com/c/TLMaths
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTr7jsVuqZdRJDe2Nnvnxvw
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/papers.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/exams/past-papers.html
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Maths 2 

The best ways to revise Maths Paper 2 

 

● Do lots of practice questions and practice papers. Make sure you try to do them under exam 

conditions, so you get used to the time pressure and do not peek at the answers until you’re 

completely finished. Then correct your paper and note any topics in which you got questions 

wrong, making sure you fully understand where you went wrong and why.  

● Write down any equations, formulae and exact values you need to remember on flashcards or 

one sheet of paper so that they’ll all be in the same place (for example, circle theorems or exact 

trig values).  

● Talking of those nasty exact trig. values, why not make revision easier and practise using the 

identities by learning the triangles they’re derived from instead?  

● Use videos to build on your understanding.  

● Go through your specification and highlight any topics you don’t feel confident with to focus on 

at a later date.  

 

Useful revision and study links, and ideas for Maths Paper 2  

 

• MathsWatch and MyMaths 

Good videos which go through key concepts and practice questions. 

 

• CorbettMaths.com  

Corbettmαths offers lots of extremely helpful videos, and practice questions on every topic 

imaginable at GCSE level. The videos are perfect as they’re not too long (around 2–4 minutes) 

and demonstrate the key content by going through some possible questions which may come 

up. Corbettmαths is also really good for Further Maths (see p.32) too.  

 

• Physicsandmathstutor.com  

Physics & Maths Tutor has a lot of past practice papers from all sorts of different exam boards. 

It is very easy to use and all the mark schemes are there to check your work after. All three 

websites are completely free to use!  

 

  

https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/
https://www.mymaths.co.uk/
https://corbettmaths.com/
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/
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Further Maths 

The best ways to revise Further Maths 

● Practice questions. 

● Make equation sheets to memorise from.  

● Practice papers/past papers.  

● YouTube revision videos.  

● Revision cards. 

 

Useful revision and study links, and ideas for Further Maths 
 

● Textbook questions.  

● https://corbettmaths.com/more/further-maths/ 

● http://www.mrbartonmaths.com/students/aqa-level-2-certificate-in-further-mathematics/ 

● https://quizlet.com 

● https://www.drfrostmaths.com/course.php?coid=684 

 

Don’t forget there are plenty of resource materials to be found on the Google Classroom 

(code: t75nbww). 

 

  

https://corbettmaths.com/more/further-maths/
http://www.mrbartonmaths.com/students/aqa-level-2-certificate-in-further-mathematics/
https://quizlet.com/
https://www.drfrostmaths.com/course.php?coid=684
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MFL: French 

The best ways to revise French 

There are four components for the French GCSE exam: 
Listening (25%), Reading (25%), Writing (25%) and Speaking 
(25%). You will find some useful revision links and ideas below to ensure you are confident with all 
these. 

Listening and reading: 

• Use past papers, revise key vocabulary to enhance your understanding. 

• Immerse yourself in the French language by watching films, series and listening to music to 
familiarise yourself with the target language. 

• Try to read as much French as possible – there are some books and plenty of magazines in our 
school library! 

Speaking and writing:  

• Find key expressions and grammatical structures which you will be able to apply to any 
questions. 

• Create possible answers to questions and practise them (pp.196–197, GCSE Studio textbook). 

• Book speaking sessions with our FLA assistant to boost your confidence. Célia’s timetable can 
be found at the back of the door in the MFL office. 

• Use end-of-module vocabulary lists to enhance your knowledge (available on Google 
Classroom). 

 

Useful revision and study links, and ideas for French 

• Make vocab flashcards for each topic and go over them regularly. 

• Memorise key words and phrases. 

• Know your grammar structures and conjugations well. Always give your opinion and refer to 
past, present and future in writing and speaking tasks. 

• Use past papers to practise your understanding: 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/french-
2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials 

• Seneca | GCSE French Revision: https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/blog/gcse-french-revision/ 

• French | Revision World: access to topic-specific vocabulary and topic information, as well as 
past papers: https://revisionworld.com/ 

• Home Page || Conjuguemos: free access for grammar tests in any tenses: 
https://conjuguemos.com/activities/french/verb/1 

• Learning tools, games and flashcards, Quizlet: use your links on Google Classroom. BBC 
Bitesize https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zhy647h 

  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/french-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/french-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/blog/gcse-french-revision/
https://revisionworld.com/
https://conjuguemos.com/activities/french/verb/1
https://quizlet.com/en-gb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zhy647h
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MFL: Spanish 

The best ways to revise 

There are four components for the Spanish GCSE exam: 
Listening (25%), Reading (25%), Writing (25%) and Speaking 
(25%). You will find some useful revision links and ideas below to 
ensure you are confident with all these. 

Listening and reading: 

• Use past papers, revise key vocabulary to enhance your understanding. 

• Immerse yourself in the Spanish language by watching films, series and listening to music to 
familiarise yourself with the target language. 

• Try to read as much Spanish as possible – there are some books and plenty of magazines in 
our school library! 

Speaking and writing: 

• Find key expressions and grammatical structures which you will be able to apply to any 
questions. 

• Create possible answers to questions and practise them (p.198, Viva! book GCSE). 

• Book speaking sessions with our FLA assistant to boost your confidence. 

• Use the end-of-module vocabulary lists to enhance your knowledge (available on Google 
Classroom). 

 

Useful revision and study links, and ideas for Spanish 

• Make vocab flashcards for each topic and go over them regularly. 

• Memorise key words and phrases. 

• Know your grammar structures and conjugations well. Always give your opinion and refer to 
past, present and future in writing and speaking tasks. 

• Use past papers to practise your understanding: 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/exams/past-papers.html 

• Seneca | GCSE Spanish revision: https://app.senecalearning.com/courses?text=spanish 

• Spanish | Revision World: access to topic specific vocabulary and topic information, as well as 
past papers https://revisionworld.com/ 

• Home Page | Conjuguemos: free access for grammar tests in any tenses 
https://conjuguemos.com/ 

• Learning tools, games and flashcards, Quizlet: use your links on Google Classroom. BBC 
Bitesize https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z799hbk 

  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/exams/past-papers.html
https://app.senecalearning.com/courses?text=spanish
https://revisionworld.com/
https://conjuguemos.com/
https://quizlet.com/en-gb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z799hbk
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Music 

The best ways to revise Music 
 

● Pick your pieces as early as possible so you can practise and know them really well.  

● Choose a piece which is at an appropriate level for you so you can perfect it; it does not have to 

be Grade 8 standard if that is not right for you.  

● Listen carefully to the set works and practise comparing them.  

● Annotate your anthology in detail.  

● For composition, again, start early and listen to the teachers’ advice.  

● Listen to other works in the style of your composition, which match your brief.  

● Learn your keywords thoroughly (e.g. create flashcards).  

● Tackle plenty of practice papers, refer to the mark scheme and examiner’s reports.  

● For essays, get to know the criteria/instruments you need to refer to.  

● Practise essay skills, such as “PEE” in every paragraph. Check your work back to make sure 

you have used the key words and technical terms. See the separate section in this guide for 

essay tips (p.23, in the English section) and useful words and phrases.  

 

Useful revision and study links, and ideas for Music 
 

● Make a Spotify playlist with all your pieces.  

● The Music Department’s revision book is brilliant; do use it!  

● GCSE Music on BBC Bitesize is very useful for revision: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z6chkmn 

● Watch live performances on YouTube of your pieces. 

 

 

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z6chkmn
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Physics 

The best ways to revise Physics 
 

• You need to find a sweet spot/the right balance between 

thoroughness and speed. Don’t spend too long on the first 

topic otherwise you will run out of time!  

• At the start of revising a topic, skim read through your notes, the textbook and study guides. 

Summary notes, definitions and mind maps on physicsandmathstutor.com are useful.  

• Now use a revision guide plus resources above to revise the details. Do this with a sense of 

purpose otherwise it will take too long. 

• Do lots of past paper questions. Questions sorted by topic on Physics & Maths Tutor. This 

should take up much of your time.  

 

Useful revision and study links, and ideas 
 

● Educake: you can make your own tests. 

● Seneca: a great online resource enabling both learning and testing.  

● ActiveLearn: skim read at the start of revising a topic, paying more attention to the difficult bits. 

The extra information boxes are also useful. 

● Physics & Maths Tutor.  

● AQA GCSE Physics revision (physicsandmathstutor.com/): this is an excellent resource 

organised in topic order. It includes:  

○ summary notes: read these first  

○ mind maps  

○ definitions: useful to learn key terms and know what they mean  

○ flashcards  

○ past paper questions: you should spend most of your time on these.  

● BBC Bitesize GCSE Physics (Single Science), AQA. 

● On your Google Classrooms for past papers, revision PowerPoints and topic resources 

(including most of the sheets – you could do some of these again). 

● YouTube (e.g. Freesciencelessons, Doodlescience, Physics Online. 

 

 Mr Bishop says  
 

● Don’t rely on the equations sheet in exams. If you don’t know any equations you will spend a 

vast amount of time reading the sheet and deciding which one to use. By learning the 

equations, not only does it save time but it also greatly increases understanding of the 

concepts. A good way to start a topic is to learn the equations. Give yourself five minutes to 

skim through the topic and weed out all of the equations. Spend another five minutes learning 

them. In 10 minutes you can learn all of the equations for a topic!  

  

https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/
https://www.educake.co.uk/
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/blog/gcse-physics-revision/
https://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/app/Home
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zsc9rdm
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqbOeHaAUXw9Il7sBVG3_bw
https://www.youtube.com/c/DoodleScience
https://www.youtube.com/c/PhysicsOnline
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● Also, make sure you know the unit prefixes (i.e. n, µ, m, k, M, G).  

● Lastly, please don’t start your revision by rewriting your notes. This may take all your revision 

time and you will end up with a copy of what you already have! At this point, you will realise that 

you haven’t revised anything yet! Making short summaries is different as you are thinking and 

sorting. However, you are better off using pre-prepared resources to save time. 

 

  



36 

Religious Studies 

The best ways to revise RS 
 

• The revision guide is especially helpful and gives you concise, easy-to-manage notes and 

information to go through and is especially useful if you don’t like making notes! It also includes 

practice questions and suggested responses. 

• Learn how to answer and structure the questions. For example, know how to structure your 

12 markers as well as the 5 markers. Look at older mark schemes on the AQA website to see 

what kind of content and structure they are looking for. If you are still confused, have a look at 

tips in your revision guide or textbook or ask a teacher.  

• Know the key terms! It demonstrates your knowledge and will help you gain easy extra marks. 

• Once you feel you have revised a topic thoroughly in whichever way works best for you, try to 

do a mind map (without looking at your notes) on everything you can say about the topic and 

afterwards fill in what you didn’t write down or remember. Then you can focus in the areas 

you’re not as strong in. 

 

 
 

Useful revision and study links 
 

• BBC Bitesize: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zjgx47h 

• RE Online: https://www.reonline.org.uk/ 

• MrMcMillanREvis:  https://www.youtube.com/user/MrMcMillanREvis?app=desktop 

• MrAandMrC:  https://www.youtube.com/user/MrAandMrC/videos 

• Google Classroom AQA RS GCSE resources.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zjgx47h
https://www.reonline.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/user/MrMcMillanREvis?app=desktop
https://www.youtube.com/user/MrAandMrC/videos
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Section C: Resources From The Library 
Studying for exams is a stressful time in your life as a student which is why the Library takes a 

holistic approach to providing for both you and your studies. 

Calm, Comfortable And 

Quiet 

Everyone has their own way of studying and revising, 

but in the main students prefer the Library to remain 

calm and quiet, somewhere away from the hustle and 

bustle of the main school where they can concentrate.  

It is an opportunity to decompress and refocus your 

attention to studying without being disturbed.  

This is also something you can recreate at home. If you 

have a desk in your bedroom, decluttering it will give 

you more physical space to work, headspace and help refocus your mind, clear from distractions. 

Listening to quiet or meditative music also allows you to exclude household noises, aiding 

concentration and you could use essential oils or diffusers to create a sense of calm. 

During exam season, we try to keep the Library as quiet as possible as noise and even whispering 

can be very distracting for those coming up to final exams, whose stress levels are already on high 

alert. 

Identifying Your Learning Style 

Understanding the way you learn is half the battle to learning and embedding information. You 

might benefit from one distinct method of learning or prefer to combine various methods which your 

teachers have already outlined in this booklet. Identify which you prefer to augment your revision 

technique. 

• Auditory: an auditory learner prefers to assimilate information best by listening to it.  

• Kinaesthetic: this style of learning is for those preferring a ‘hands-on’ approach by doing things 

physically, such as role play, using flashcards or perhaps carrying out an experiment to fully 

understand a process. 

• Logical: also known as mathematical learners, this style uses logic and structures to learn 

effectively.  

• Social: social (or interpersonal) learners gain the most by working together in pairs quizzing 

each other or studying as part of a group.  

• Solitary: a solitary learner prefers to work alone, making notes and reciting them back to 

themselves. 

• Verbal: also known as a linguistic learner. These learners will respond better to written or 

spoken words using rhymes or acronyms as memory aids. 

• Visual: a visual (sometimes also known as spatial) learner might prefer books and revision 

guides containing pictures, images and digestible chunks of text which are easier to remember. 

Everyone is different, so find the style or combination of styles which suit you the best. 
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The Best Ways To Revise, Exam Skills And Stress 

Once again, our approach to revision is holistic. We offer guides on how to revise  

and exam skills so you do not waste your time. These guides reinforce the advice  

from your teachers seen earlier in this booklet.  

Be mindful of your health, nutrition and mental health during the exam period.  

Cramming through the night might seem like a good idea before an exam, but your  

brain needs to sleep to assimilate thoughts and ideas in order to process  

them efficiently during your exam, and your body needs good nutrition to maintain  

health and vitality. These are good life skills to embed as part of your life now and  

will prove invaluable as you progress onto A-Levels, university and pthe world  

of work where finding an optimum work–life balance is crucial. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Podcasts And YouTube 

Podcasts and YouTube are increasingly being used to broadcast episodes, short-burst videos or 

longer lectures and films on every topic you can think of, which is ideal for GCSE exam revision. 

Ask your teacher for good quality podcasts or YouTube videos related to your subjects to 

supplement your revision. 

Revision Guides 

The Library stocks the most up-to-date revision guides on every subject; 

however, we are not able to stock enough for every student. 

 

We recommend you buy your own set of revision guides if you are financially 

able to (look on Amazon or Facebook marketplaces for cheaper copies) as 

revision guides are given a one-week loan period so we can support as 

many students as possible.  

 

Most of the revision guides are held at the Librarian’s desk 

and you will notice laminates on rings within each subject. 

Take the laminate to the desk and the revision guide will be 

issued to you. 
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