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Recommended Reading for Year 7 

 

Congratulations on joining WHSG  

and welcome to the Library!  
 

This is the first day of your reading journey in KS3. 

If your primary school didn’t have a library, the size and scale of the Library at WHSG 

can be daunting which is why we have curated our recommended reading list 

especially for Year 7. 

This is a starting point for you, offering a wide range of reading choices, from fiction, 

short stories and graphic novels to a range of non-fiction, poetry, magazines, 

newspapers and podcasts. 

Reading is something which is embedded in all areas of your learning. Remember, you 

don’t always have to read in English and you may even prefer to listen to audiobooks 

to further enrich your reading experience.  

All forms of reading are valid.  

As a grammar school student, you are expected to read regularly, developing your 

vocabulary, increasing your knowledge and understanding of the world and building 

your empathy skills.  

As a regular user of the Library, we hope you will grow to love reading  

and enjoy visiting this beautiful room. 

‘So Matilda’s strong young mind 

continued to grow, nurtured by the 

voices of all those authors who had 

sent their books out into the world 

like ships on the sea. 

These books gave Matilda a hopeful 

and comforting message: 

 You are not alone.’ 

Roald Dahl 

© 2022 WHSG Library 
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Recommended Reading for Year 7 

Books listed alphabetically by author’s surname 

 

 

  

Genre: Historical Fiction 

If you love History we have a large range of 

My Story books on the Lower Fiction shelves. 

Sufiya Ahmed 
(Sufiya visited WHSG for author day in 2019. She has worked in advertising 
and in the House of Commons, and is now a full-time author.) 

Noor-Un-Nissa Inayat Khan (part of the My Story series) 
This is the thrilling true story of British–Indian WW2 heroine, Noor-un-Nissa Inayat 
Khan. It’s 1940 and hundreds of families are being forced to flee Nazi-occupied 
France. Noor refuses to stand by while Nazi forces invade her home and terrorise 
her people, so she travels to England and signs up to join the war efforts, despite 
her mother’s wishes. It isn’t long before her talents are noticed and she is chosen by 
Winston Churchill to sneak back into France as an undercover agent. Noor returns 
home – but this time, as a secret agent…Can Noor keep her true identity hidden, 
report her findings back to London and help the Allies win the war? 

Princess Sophia Duleep Singh (part of the My Story series) 
Princess Sophia Duleep Singh tells the thrilling story of the princess and 
suffragette. Born in Britain to Indian and Egyptian parents, Princess Sophia 
Duleep Singh was a prominent suffragette and campaigned for the 
women’s right to vote. 

Genre: Historical Fiction 

History books are so often written by men about men, but 

it also important to learn more about women’s history 

through the ages from women authors and how they also 

contributed to our history and society. 

 

Genre: Realism Fiction 

This genre deals with real-life stories and 

situations and is used as a way to explore 

human relationships and society. 

Secrets Of The Henna Girl 
Life as Zeba knows it could be over for good…Zeba Khan is like any other 
16-year-old girl: enjoying herself, waiting for exam results…and dreaming of 
the day she’ll meet her one true love. Except her parents have other plans. 
In Pakistan for the summer, Zeba’s world is shattered. Her future is 
threatened by an unthinkable – and forced – duty to protect her father’s 
honour. But does she hold the secrets that will help her escape? 

 

Fiction 
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Genre: Historical Fiction 

Looking at history through someone 

else’s eyes allows us to see and 

experience the world from another  

point of view.  

Akala 
(Akala is a British historian, poet, journalist and hip-hop artist with a love for 
Shakespeare, founding The Hip-Hop Shakespeare Company in 2009.) 

The Dark Lady 
A pickpocket with an exceptional gift. A prisoner of extraordinary value. An 
orphan haunted by dreams of the mysterious dark lady. Henry is an orphan, 
an outsider, a thief. He is also a 15-year-old invested with magical powers. 
This brilliant, at times brutal, first novel from the amazing imagination that is  
Akala, will glue you to your seat as you  
are hurled into a time when London  
stank and boys like Henry were forced  
to find their own route through the  
tangled streets and out the other side. 

Genre: Realism Fiction 

This genre is also used by authors to explore and explain 

difficult or controversial issues to children. 

Malorie Blackman 
(Malorie has a degree in Computer Science, is a former Children’s 
Laureate, was awarded an OBE in 2008 and is the author of more 
than 60 books.) 

Pig Heart Boy 
You’re 13. All you want is a normal life. But most normal kids don’t need heart 
transplants. So there’s this doctor. He says there’s a chance for you. But he 
also says it’s experimental, controversial and risky. And it’s never been done 
before. 

The Thief Who Sang Storms 
The Island of Morovia is shaped like a broken heart. The humans live on one 
side of the island, and the alkonosts – the bird-people – live on the other. But 
it wasn’t always this way…Linnet wishes she could sing magic. But magic is 
forbidden and she has been banished with her father to the Mournful 
Swamp. She misses her old life, and dreams of reuniting with her friends. 
When her father is captured for taking a precious jewel, Linnet must set out 
on a treacherous journey. Travelling through alligator pools and sinking 
sands with new friends, she learns how to be brave, and discovers something 
even more powerful than singing magic. Something that could save her 
father, and heal the broken heart of her island once more. 

Genre: Fantasy Fiction 

Sophie Anderson 
(Sophie is a Welsh writer whose work is often inspired by folk and fairy stories, 

especially the Slavic tales told by her Prussian grandmother.) 
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Genre: Adventure Fiction 

The thrill of an adventure,  

a race against time, danger 

and risk, heroes and villains, 

as well as plots twists are all 

part of this genre.    

Sita Brahmachari 
(Sita often draws on her Indian heritage for her stories and is 
fascinated by the complex representations of families, cultures and 
histories she experienced growing up, but seldom found in literature 
and the arts.) 

When Secrets Set Sail 
Secrets from the past are the keys to the future…if two children can find 
them. Usha is devastated when her grandmother Kali Ma passes away. Then 
straight-talking Imtiaz arrives – her new adoptive sister – and the two girls 
clash instantly. They both feel lost. That is until Kali Ma’s ghost appears… 
with a task for them. Immy’s and Usha’s home is full of history and secrets. 
Many years ago, it was The House of the Ayahs – for those nannies who 
couldn’t return to their Indian homeland – and Kali Ma made a promise she 
couldn’t keep. She can’t pass on to the other side until the girls fulfil it. 
Today, Usha’s and Immy’s overworked parents run the house as a home for 
refugees, but eviction threatens. The precious documents that could save 
them are lost. As the house slowly fills up with ghosts, that only Usha and 
Imtiaz can see, the girls realise they have more to save than just one 
grandmother’s ghost. With help from their new friend Cosmo, Usha and 
Immy must set off on a quest through London, accompanied by two 
bickering ghosts, working together to find a series of objects that shine  
a magical light on their family’s past and hold the clues to securing their 
future. If they can set the secrets of generations free, will they be in time  
to save their home? 

Tiger Heart 
One magical friendship. One roaring adventure. The magical tale of a bold 
young chimney sweep and a remarkable tiger, a dangerously hypnotic ruby 
and a mystical land found across an ocean and through a storm. Fly never 
meant to end up in a cage with a man-eating tiger. And though she’s sure 
she’s no princess, when the tiger addresses her as ‘your majesty’, she can’t 
help but vow to free him and return him home. But the bird-filled jungles 
and cloud-topped mountains of the tiger’s homeland are an ocean away. 
And not everyone wants the tiger – or Fly – to get there alive. With dark 
and dangerous forces working against them, will Fly be able to fulfil her 
promise and maybe – just maybe – become the queen her tiger knows her 
to be? 

Genre: Fantasy Fiction 

Within the realms of fantasy an author is free to create new creatures, 

worlds and languages, where good is quite often pitched against evil.    

Penny Chrimes 
(Penny used to be a journalist and was an executive producer at Sky News  

for 18 years, winning a BAFTA for her coverage of the Glasgow Airport  
terrorist attack in 2008.) 
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Recommended Reading for Year 7 

Books which make you chuckle and laugh are the best form of therapy after a long day  
at school.    

  

Genre: Teen Humour Fiction 

Books which make you chuckle 

are the best form of therapy 

after a long day at school.    

Laura Dockrill 
(Laura is our Author-In-Residence and has been visiting us for 10 years. Her 
books about growing up are funny and observational.) 

Darcy Burdock 

Ten-year-old Darcy Burdock is one of life’s noticers. Curious, smart, funny 
and fiercely loyal, she sees the extraordinary in the everyday and the 
wonder in the world around her. In this first book, we are introduced to her 
family: Mum, who Darcy loves as much as her favourite fried egg and chips, 
Dad, who is kind and fair if a bit hopeless, and little siblings Hector and 
Poppy, who Darcy likes dressing up in ridiculous outfits and having dance-
offs with, respectively. Plus, there’s her pet lamb, Lamb-Beth and best 
friend, Will, to have adventures with. Darcy learns that turning into an 
angrosaurus-rex and causing chaos just gets you in trouble, it’s best not to 
throw a massive strop just before your surprise birthday party, Halloween 

is all about spider costumes and having a pumpkin with a wonky eye, 
and if you’re ever in a situation where you’re not sure what to do, 
you should write a story around it, and the truth will be illuminated 
by your imagination. 

Lydia: The Wild Child Of Pride & Prejudice 
Lydia is the youngest Bennet sister and she’s sick of country life – instead of 
sewing and reading, she longs for adventure. When a red-coated garrison 
arrives in Merryton, Lydia’s life turns upside down. As she falls for dashing 
Wickham, she’s swept into a whirlwind social circle and deposited in a 
seaside town, Brighton. Sea-bathing, promenades and scandal await – and a 
pair of intriguing siblings. Can Lydia find out what she really wants – and can 
she get it? A brand new spin on Jane Austen’s Pride & Prejudice, from the 
perspective of the youngest and wildest Bennet sister, Lydia –  
a truly modern girl, and everyone’s favourite sister! A classic yet 
contemporary tale of love, scandal and growing up that will appeal to Austen 
fans, which brilliantly weaves in and around the original novel, retelling and 
breathing new life into Lydia’s story. 

 
Genre: Romantic Fiction 

Romantic fiction can intersect with a variety of other 

genres such as fantasy or historical, even Manga. Retellings 

of classic novels are the perfect way to introduce you to 

books and characters you may be studying in later years. 

Natasha Farrant 
(Working in publishing encouraged Natasha to follow her dream to write her own 

stories for children and young people which ‘brings me closest to that amazing 
thrill of magic I felt in that sunlit classroom when I first learned to read alone’.) 
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Genre: Historical Fiction 

Reading stories about events in the past helps 

build our knowledge of history and empathy 

for other people’s lived experiences.    

Veera Hiranandani 
(Being Hindu–Jewish–American, Veera draws on her experience as a tri-racial 
person to explore the problem of trying to assimilate into a new culture 
during Partition.) 

The Night Diary 

It’s 1947, and India, newly independent of British rule, has been separated 
into two countries: Pakistan and India. The divide has created much tension 
between Hindus and Muslims, and hundreds of thousands are killed crossing 
borders. Half-Muslim, half-Hindu, 12-year-old Nisha doesn’t know where she 
belongs, or what her country is anymore. When Papa decides it’s too 
dangerous to stay in what is now Pakistan, Nisha and her family become 
refugees and embark first by train but later on foot to reach her new home. 
The journey is long, difficult and dangerous, and after losing her mother as  
a baby, Nisha can’t imagine losing her homeland, too. But even if her country 

The Wheel Of Surya 
India, August 1947: Fleeing from their burnt-out village as civil war rages in 
the Punjab, Marvinder and Jaspal are separated from their mother, Jhoti. 
Marvinder has already saved her brother’s life once, but now they both 
face a daily fight for survival. Together they escape across India and nearly 
halfway around the world to England, to find a father they hardly know in  
a new, hostile culture…A powerful story of culture, class, family and faith 
set against the backdrop of Indian independence and the Partition of India 
and Pakistan. 

Genre: Historical Fiction 

Reading about the past allows you to step into 

someone else’s shoes and ‘live’ their experience. 

Jamila Gavin 
(Born in India when it was still under British rule, Jamila’s family relocated 

to Britain after Partition and her books reflect both her past and the 
changing face of multicultural Britain.) 

has been ripped apart, Nisha still believes in the 
possibility of putting herself back together. Told 
through Nisha’s letters to her mother, The Night Diary is 
a heartfelt story of one girl’s search for home, for her 
own identity…and for a hopeful future. 
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Genre: Adventure Fiction 

High-octane adventure series allow authors to explore 

and develop their characters and adversaries through  

a variety of gripping storylines.    

Anthony Horowitz 
(Aspiring to be a professional writer from the age of 8 or 9, Anthony has since 
written scores of books both for children and adults as well as tv and film 
scripts. He was also entrusted by the estates of both Arthur Conan Doyle and 
Ian Fleming to write new Sherlock Holmes and James Bond novels.) 

Stormbreaker (Book 1 of the Alex Rider series) 

Fourteen-year-old Alex Rider is forcibly recruited into MI6 after the 
mysterious death of his uncle. Armed with secret gadgets, he is sent to 
investigate Herod Sayle, a man who is offering state-of-the-art Stormbreaker 
computers to every school in the country. But the teenage spy soon finds 
himself in mortal danger. 

1783: Freedom 
An action-packed and pacey story about a boy’s experience of slavery in 
Britain. Nathaniel doesn’t want to move to England with his master’s 
family, leaving behind his mother and sister on the Jamaican plantation. 
But then he remembers what his mother told him: once a slave sets foot 
on English soil, they’re free. Perhaps he can earn his fortune and buy his 
family’s freedom, too. 

Genre: Historical Fiction 

Seeing the past from a child’s perspective increases your 

ability to empathise because you are a similar age. 

Catherine Johnson 
(Catherine is an author of more than 20 books, a screenwriter and has 

even been a writer-in-residence at Holloway Prison.) 

Queen Of Freedom: Defending Jamaica 
1720. Blue Mountains, windward Jamaica. In the sweltering heat Captain 
Shettlewood leads a troop of British soldiers through the thick trees towards 
the river. They are hunting slaves who have escaped from the brutal 
plantations. Their mission: to find them and kill them. But up ahead, hidden 
among the rocks above the water, a group of men with cutlasses and muskets 
wait patiently for the instructions of their leader. Queen Nanny is a ‘wise 
woman’ with a reputation for ancient obeah magic, and a guerilla fighter with  
a genius for organisation. So, the battle for Jamaica begins, the First Maroon 
War, in which the maroons – escaped slaves – will make a final, do-or-die stand 
against the slavers and soldiers of Empire. 

Genre: Historical Fiction 

Learning about the past can make us uncomfortable but children’s authors  

will always ensure these subjects are explored at a level safe for their readers. 
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Genre: Adventure Fiction 

Adventure fiction allows you to explore how you would react 

to the situations you read about in this genre.    

Eva Ibbotson 
(Born to a Jewish family in Vienna and forced to flee Nazi German rule, Eva learnt 
about persecution and fleeing early in life, a common thread in her writing.) 

When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit 
This semi-autobiographical classic tells the story of a Jewish family 
escaping Germany in the days before WW2. Suppose your country began 
to change. Suppose that without your noticing, it became dangerous for 
some people to live in it any longer, and you found, to your surprise, that 
your own father was one of those people. This is what happened to Anna 
in 1933. Anna is too busy with her schoolwork and tobogganing to listen to 
the talk of Hitler. But one day she and her brother Max are rushed out of 
Germany in alarming secrecy, away from everything they know. Their 
father is wanted by the Nazis. This is the start of a huge adventure, 
sometimes frightening, very often funny and always exciting, but based on 
her own journey it also tells the story of her past and the lengths to which 
her parents went to keep her and her brother safe. 

Genre: Historical Fiction 

If you like to read about real people’s lives, you could also 

explore our large range of autobiographies. 

Judith Kerr 
(Judith was a Jewish child refugee from Nazi Germany whose iconic 

books have sold more than 10 million copies around the world. She was 
awarded an OBE in 20212 for her contribution to children’s literature.) 

Journey To The River Sea 

A joyous Amazon adventure set in the lush nature of Brazil, Journey to the 
River Sea is filled with mystery and extraordinary characters. Maia, an orphan, 
can’t wait to reach her distant relatives a thousand miles up the Amazon. She 
imagines a loving family with whom she will share great adventures. Instead, 
she finds two spiteful cousins who see the jungle as the enemy and refuse to 
go outdoors. But the wonders of the rainforest more than make up for the 
hideous twins and their parents. And when Maia meets a mysterious boy who 
lives alone on the wild river shores, she begins a spectacular journey to the 
heart of an extraordinary and beautiful new world. 
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Genre: Historical Fiction 

Learning about the past helps people understand past 

mistakes and gives hope for a better future.    

Shaw Kuzki 
(Born in Hiroshima in Japan, Shaw is a second generation atomic bomb survivor 
which gives her a unique insight into life after the cataclysmic event in August 1945.) 

Respect: The Walter Tull Story 
Tully and his brother don’t have much. But they do have each other and Tully 
has an amazing talent. Football. But when the First World War begins, Tully 
must fight for respect on the battlefield not the pitch…Based on the 
amazing true story of Walter Tull, a First World War hero and one of the first 
Black British professional football players. 

Genre: Historical Fiction 

Some of our books are also dyslexia-friendly, which means they 

are printed on buff-coloured paper with a specific typeface, 

making them more accessible for people with dyslexia. 

Michaela Morgan 
(Previously a teacher, Michaela has written more than 150 books across  

a wide range of subjects and regularly visits schools and literary events.) 

Soul Lanterns 

Twelve-year-old Nozomi lives in the Japanese city of Hiroshima. She wasn’t 
even born when the bombing of Hiroshima took place. Every year Nozomi 
joins her family at the lantern-floating ceremony to honour those lost in the 
bombing. People write the names of their deceased loved ones along with 
messages of peace, on paper lanterns and set them afloat on the river. This 
year Nozomi realises that her mother always releases one lantern with no 
name. She begins to ask questions, and when complicated stories of loss and 
loneliness unfold, Nozomi and her friends come up with a creative way to 
share their loved ones’ experiences. By opening people’s eyes to the struggles 
they all keep hidden, the project teaches the entire community new ways to 
show compassion. 
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Genre: Historical Fiction 

Reading fiction can help you combat prejudice and build 

empathy by learning about people with disabilities.   

Michael Morpurgo 
(Michael is one of the UK’s favourite children’s authors, having written over 150 books, 
including his most famous, War Horse. He founded the position of UK Children’s 
Laureate with poet Ted Hughes and was himself appointed for 2003–2005, awarded  
an OBE in 2007 and a knighthood in 2018.) 

Harry Potter And The Philosopher’s Stone 
Harry Potter has never even heard of Hogwarts when the letters start 
dropping on the doormat at number four, Privet Drive. Addressed in green 
ink on yellowish parchment with a purple seal, they are swiftly confiscated 
by his grisly aunt and uncle. Then, on Harry's 11th birthday, a great beetle-
eyed giant of a man called Rubeus Hagrid bursts in with some astonishing 
news: Harry Potter is a wizard, and he has a place at Hogwarts School of 
Witchcraft and Wizardry. An incredible adventure is about to begin! 

 
Genre: Fantasy Fiction 

J.K. Rowling was clearly influenced by J.R.R. Tolkien’s Lord Of 

The Rings trilogy, creating new languages, worlds and creatures. 

Harry Potter has also been banned in various places in the US 

due to concerns about the influence of witchcraft and magic.  

 

Note: we do not censor reading at WHSG. 

J.K. Rowling 
(With a degree in French, J.K. Rowling was working as a bilingual secretary when 

she first had the idea for Harry Potter while sitting on a delayed train. It took her six 
years to write the first book, published in 1997…and the rest is history.) 

Flamingo Boy 

Set in the unique landscape of the Camargue in the South of France during 
WW2, a young boy with autism lives on his parents’ farm among the salt flats, 
and the flamingos that live there. There are lots of things he doesn’t 
understand: but he does know how to heal animals. He loves routine, and 
music too: and every week he goes to market with his mother, to ride his 
special horse on the town carousel. But then the Germans come, with their 
guns, and take the town. A soldier shoots a flamingo from the sky, and it falls 
to earth terribly injured. And even worse is to come: the carousel is damaged, 
the horses broken. For this vulnerable boy, everything is falling apart. Only 
there’s a kind sergeant among the Germans – a man with a young boy of his 
own at home, a man who trained as a 
carpenter. Between them, perhaps boy 
and man can mend what has been broken 
– and maybe even the whole town. 
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Genre: Realism Fiction 

Authors quite often use this genre as a way to educate their 

readers about a particular issue and so raise awareness.   

Aisha Saeed 
(Aisha speaks three languages fluently: English, Urdu and Punjabi and used to be  
a lawyer in the US advocating for equal justice. She is also a founding member of the 
non-profit organisation We Need Diverse Books to address the issue of diversity in 
literature.) 

Black Beauty 
Anna Sewell’s Black Beauty was an immediate success on its publication in 
1877, and has gone on to sell an estimated 50 million copies. Black Beauty is a 
horse with a fine black coat, a white foot and a silver star on his forehead. Seen 
through his eyes, the story tells of his idyllic upbringing and the hardship and 
cruelty he subsequently suffers, before finding security and happiness in a new 
home. Black Beauty is one of the most popular children’s books ever written. 

Genre: Adventure Fiction 

Animals are often used by authors to shine a light on the 

relationship between humans and animals, whether good or bad.  

Anna Sewell 
(Surprising as it might seem, Black Beauty is Anna Sewell’s only published 

work, a book she intended for adults, but is one of the most popular 
children’s classics in the English language.) 

Amal Unbound 

Amal’s dreams of becoming a teacher one day are temporarily dashed when –
as the eldest daughter – she must stay home from school to take care of her 
siblings. Amal is upset, but she doesn’t lose hope and finds ways to continue 
learning. Then the unimaginable happens – after an accidental run-in with the 
son of her village’s corrupt landlord, Amal must work as his family’s servant to 
pay off her own family’s debt. After inadvertently making an enemy of a girl 
named Nabila, Amal realises she will have to find a way to work with others if 
they are ever to exact change in a cruel status quo. 
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Genre: Romantic Fiction 

Don’t underestimate this genre as it frequently overlaps with 

other genres and can be used by authors to explore other 

social issues too.   

Holly Smale 
(Holly was recruited by a modelling agency at the age of 15 but didn’t enjoy it. Her Geek 
Girl series reflects having been bullied as a child for being ‘other’ and has only recently 
been diagnosed as neurodivergent at the age of 39.) 

The Hundred And One Dalmatians 
When Missis and Pongo’s puppies go missing, the two Dalmatian parents know 
the scary Cruella de Vil has had something to do with it. After all, she adores 
furs, and the Dalmatians have such beautiful coats...The dogs’ pets, Mr and 
Mrs Dearly, don’t understand them, so it is up to Pongo and Missis to rescue 
their pups – with the help of all the dogs in England. This is a thrilling adventure 
– will they get there in time to save the pups? 

 Genre: Adventure Fiction 

Books written from an animal’s perspective offer readers a deeper 

understanding and empathy for animals.  

Dodie Smith 
(An actor at heart, Dodie wrote plays and film scripts as well as books. She 

wrote her first staged play Autumn Crocus under the pseudonym C.L. Anthony 
while working at Heal’s furniture shop in London. When her identity was 
discovered by journalists, the news headline read ‘Shopgirl writes play’.) 

Geek Girl: From Geek To Chic 

‘My name is Harriet Manners, and I am a geek.’ Harriet Manners knows that  
a cat has 32 muscles in each ear, a ‘jiffy’ lasts 1/100th of a second, and the 
average person laughs 15 times per day. She knows that bats always turn left 
when exiting a cave and that peanuts are one of the ingredients of dynamite. 
But she doesn’t know why nobody at school seems to like her. So, when 
Harriet is spotted by a top model agent, she grabs the chance to reinvent 
herself. Even if it means stealing her best friend’s dream, incurring the wrath 
of her arch enemy Alexa, and repeatedly humiliating herself in front of 
impossibly handsome model Nick. Even if it means lying to the people she 
loves. Veering from one couture disaster to the next with the help of her 
overly enthusiastic father and her uber-geeky stalker, Toby, Harriet begins to 
realise that the world of fashion doesn’t seem to like her any more than the 

real world did. As her old life starts to fall 
apart, will Harriet be able to transform 
herself before she ruins everything? 
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Genre: Historical Fiction 

It’s important to remember historical events such as the Holocaust 

were not confined to Germany, but were widespread across Europe 

and included resistance as well as victims and survivors. Reading 

accounts from a range of authors will give you a broader 

understanding of the topic.   

Sandi Toksvig 
(You may recognise Sandi from tv as she has presented ‘The Great British Bake Off’ and 
‘QI’ as well as ‘The News Quiz’ on radio. She is a comedian, the writer of over 20 books 
for adults and children, and a political activist, coming out as a lesbian in 1994. She was 
awarded an OBE in 2013.) 

The Story Of Tracy Beaker 
‘I’m Tracy Beaker. This is a book all about me. I’d read it if I were you. It’s the 
most incredible dynamic heart-rending story. Honest.’ Tracy is 10 years old.  
She lives in a children’s home but would like a real home one day, with a real 
family. Meet Tracy, follow her story and share her hopes for the future in this 
beautifully observed, touching and often very funny tale, all told in Tracy’s own 
words. 

Genre: Realism Fiction 

Authors recognise children live complex and difficult lives. Writing 

about life from a child’s perspective helps children navigate their 

own issues within the safety of a book.   

Jacqueline Wilson 
(Jacqueline Wilson is consistently THE most popular author in our Library.  

Her books often discuss difficult aspects of children’s lives from a child’s 
perspective, with Tracy Beaker being her iconic champion of brutal honesty. 

She was awarded the DBE (Dame of the British Empire) in 2008 and finally felt 
comfortable to come out as a lesbian in 2020.) 

Hitler’s Canary 

It’s April 1940 and German troops are pouring onto the streets of Denmark. 
Twelve-year-old Bamse is ordered by his father to keep his head down and 
stay out of trouble. But Bamse and his daring friend Anton can’t resist playing 
the occasional practical joke on the invading soldiers. When it becomes clear 
that the trouble isn’t just going to pass them by, the people of Denmark 
decide to take action and Bamse and his eccentric family are about to take 
part in one of history’s most dramatic rescues – smuggling Denmark’s Jewish 
population, across the water to Sweden, and safety. Many of the characters 
are based on Sandi’s own family, including her father, Bamse, and the book 
was inspired by the stories he told to her. 
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Short Stories 

Fierce, Fearless and Free 
A brilliant, inclusive collection of traditional tales from around the world 
featuring amazing women and girls. Once upon a time, there was a 
handsome prince who – no, that’s not right! Once upon a time, there were 
strong, fierce women who plotted, schemed, took action, showed 
kindness, used magic and trickery, and made their own destiny. From the 
long-haired Petrosinella who escaped the tower and broke the spell that 
the ogress had cast over her and Nana Miriam who beat a hippo using 
politeness and magic, to Kate Crackernuts who tried to save her stepsister 
from her mother’s curse, these are stories of girls doing it for themselves! 
With stories drawn from all over the world, including China, Scotland, 
Armenia, Italy and Nigeria, Lari Don presents heroine stories that don’t 
leave girls sitting around waiting to be saved by the handsome prince. 

 
Genre: Adventure Fiction 

Short stories are a perfect starting point if you 

find reading daunting or prefer a quick read. 

Lari Don 
(Born in Chile and travelling widely in South and Central America as a child,  
Lari now lives in Scotland and works as a full-time writer of children’s stories.) 

Genre: Adventure Fiction 

Another book of short stories.    

Girls, Giants & Goddesses 

A selection of brilliant folk tales about heroines from all around the world. In 
these stories it’s the girls who save the day through their courage, cunning or 
kindness – whether they are facing up to wolves, demons, dragons, enemy 
tribes or the sun itself. Handsome princes need not apply – these girls are 
doing it for themselves. With stories from every corner of the world (from 
Cameroon to Scotland, India, Japan and the Americas), this inclusive 
anthology of girl power is stunningly illustrated in paper-cut style. 
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Daughters Of Time 
Look through fresh eyes at the stories of some of history’s most 
remarkable women, in this inspiring collection of short stories by the finest 
female authors writing historical fiction for children today – The History 
Girls. Subjects include: Queen Boudicca, Aethelfled, Eleanor of Aquitaine, 
Julian of Norwich, Lady Jane Grey, Elizabeth Stuart, Aphra Behn, Mary 
Wollestonecraft, Mary Anning, Mary Seacole, Emily Davison, Amy Johnson 
and the Greenham Common women. 

What is an anthology? 

An anthology means a collection of poems or stories by different 

authors, in this case short stories, curated by an editor. 

Mary Hoffman (Anthology editor) 
(Mary is a writer, journalist and blogger and has written over 90 books. She is  
a fierce advocate of children’s libraries and even set up her own publishing 
company called The Greystones Press. She is also a founding member of The 
History Girls, a group of 28 writers of historical fiction and non-fiction. 

Graphic Novels 

Roller Girl 
Astrid has always done everything with her best friend Nicole. So, when Astrid 
falls in love with roller derby and signs up for a summer camp, she’s sure 
Nicole will be right by her side – until Nicole signs up for ballet camp instead, 
with Astrid’s biggest rival. So begins the hardest summer of Astrid’s life, as she 
struggles to stay on her skates, to learn who she is without Nicole…and to 
find out what it takes to be a strong, tough, awesome roller girl. 

Did you know? 

Reading graphic novels is NOT taking the easy option for reading. 

Your brain has to work twice as hard. Why? Because reading 

comics and graphic novels is a ‘whole brain activity’, using both 

sides of your brain at the same time (the right side engages with 

the graphics while the left side processes the storyline). 

Victoria Jamieson 
(A graduate of the Rhode Island School of Design, Victoria is an illustrator and writer 
and was once a portrait artist on a Carnival Cruise ship. Her books are based on real-life 
experiences.) 
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White Bird 
Julian is best-known as Auggie Pullman’s classroom bully. White Bird 
reveals a new side to Julian’s story, as Julian discovers the moving and 
powerful tale of his grandmother, who was hidden from the Nazis as a 
young Jewish girl in occupied France during the Second World War.  

Spoiler alert! Graphic novels can be graphic 

Since graphic novels use pictures and text to tell their story, authors 

have to consider the impact their pictures will have on their reader, 

particularly when relaying difficult subjects. Our recommended graphic 

novels are suitable for Year 7s.  

R.J. Palacio 
(An author and a graphic designer, R.J. Palacio is best known for her best-selling 
book Wonder, which was made into a film in 2017, starring Julia Roberts and 
Owen Wilson.) 

Drama 
Callie loves theatre. And while she would totally try out for her middle school’s 
production of Moon Over Mississippi, she’s a terrible singer. Instead, she’s the 
set designer for the stage crew, and this year she’s determined to create a set 
worthy of Broadway on a middle-school budget. But how can she, when she 
doesn’t know much about carpentry, ticket sales are down, and the crew 
members are having trouble working together? Not to mention the onstage 
and offstage drama that occurs once the actors are chosen, and when two 
cute brothers enter the picture, things get even crazier! 

Banning graphic novels 

Maus by Art Spiegelman was the first ever graphic novel to win a Pulitzer 

Prize and was banned by a school in Tennessee (USA) as recently as 

February 2022 for ‘nudity’ and ‘profanity’. Maus is a biographical account 

of the author’s father’s experience and survival of the Holocaust and 

stands as an important testament for survivors. The ‘nudity’  

referred to depictions of murdered Jews. 

If you would like to know more about Banned Books and why books 

have been banned, there is a PowerPoint in the Year 7 English Google 

Classroom along with your Library Induction PowerPoint. 

Raina Telgemeier 
(An author and illustrator, Raina joined the webcomics site Girlamatic (dedicated to 
female writers) in 2004, publishing a weekly webcomic which she said encouraged her 
to develop her first autobiographical story Smile.) 

Note: the Library does not 

censor reading and you are 

free to read whatever you 

wish without fear or 

judgement. We add advisory 

notices on books containing 

more mature content so you 

can make an informed choice 

about a book. 
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Poetry 

You Don’t Have To Be Everything: Poems For Girls Becoming 
Themselves 
Created and compiled just for young women, You Don't Have to Be 
Everything is filled with works by a wide range of poets who are honest, 
unafraid, and skilled at addressing the complex feelings of coming-of-age, 
from loneliness to joy, longing to solace, attitude to humour. These 
unintimidating poems offer girls a message of self-acceptance and strength, 
giving them permission to let go of shame and perfectionism. The cast of 68 

Rhythm and Poetry 

If you enjoy rap music, why not indulge yourself by reading poetry books.  

We have plenty to explore which will inspire you to entry our National Poetry Day 

competition in October each year.  

Diane Whitney (editor) 
(Diane is the editor of this poetry anthology of poetry, and is herself a writer, 
poetry critic and journalist who champions women poets and LGBTQ+ voices 
in her writing.) 

Wicked World 
Welcome to the wild and wicked words of Benjamin Zephaniah. You’ll find 
loads of cool people who make up our world in this rapping, happening hip-
hop collection. From the South Pole to Mongolia and the Himalayas, this is a 
real world tour of poems about people and places, cultures and nationalities 
across our planet. Includes poems about Inuits, Celts, the history of Britain, 
Maories, the Dalai Lama, the North and South Poles, and much more – a 
rhyming round-the-world trip. Poems that bounce up from the page and 
demand to be read, rapped, sung and hip-hopped aloud. 

Benjamin Zephaniah 
(Benjamin is an actor, writer, dub poet and political activist and was listed in 
The Times top 50 post-war writers in 2008. Dyslexic, he left school at 13 being 
unable to read or write, but was inspired to become a writer when given an 
old, manual typewriter. His poetry is strongly influenced by the music and 
poetry of his Jamaican heritage.) 

poets is extraordinary: bestselling authors like Maya Angelou, Elizabeth Acevedo, Sharon Olds, Naomi 
Shihab Nye, and Mary Oliver; the first National Youth Poet Laureate, Amanda Gorman; Instagram-
famous poets including Kate Baer, Melody Lee, and Andrea Gibson; poets who are LGBTQ, poets of 
diverse racial and cultural backgrounds, poets who sing of human experience in ways that are free 
from conventional ideas of femininity. Illustrated in full colour with work by three diverse artists, this 
book is an inspired gift for daughters and granddaughters and anyone on the path to becoming 
themselves. 
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Non-Fiction 

Harriet Tubman: A Journey To Freedom 
How did Harriet Tubman help hundreds of enslaved people reach freedom? 
Born into slavery on a Maryland plantation, Harriet’s life was full of 
hardship. In 1849, she made the brave decision to run away, journeying 
north on the Underground Railroad. Despite the dangers, she returned to 
the South again and again, leading many others to safety. Discover the 
story of this amazing abolitionist and find out how she overcame every 
obstacle in the fight for freedom. 

Time for something different 

Not everyone enjoys reading fiction. You might prefer to read facts about the world or 

people’s lives. This section gives you a starting point for books ideal for Year 7s. 

Sandra A. Agard 
(Sandra is a storyteller, writer and cultural historian and in the tradition of 
her Guyanese heritage loves to employ African–Caribbean oral traditions in 
her storytelling, encouraging children to interact and become involved in 
her stories.) 

The Story Of Afro Hair 
Explore the incredible history of Afro hair. The Story of Afro Hair celebrates the 
fashion and styles of Afro hair over the last 5,000 years. From plaits to the 
Gibson Girl, cornrows to locks, the hi-top fade to funki dreds, this is the 
ultimate book of Afro ‘hairstories’. Kicking off with an explanation of how 
Afro hair type grows and why, we are taken right back to the politics and 
fashion of Ancient Egypt. Speeding forward to modern times we experience 
the Kingdom of Benin, Henry VIII’s court, the enslavement of African peoples, 
the Harlem Renaissance, the beginnings of Rastafarianism, Britain in the 
1980s, and much more. Contains profiles of inspirational key figures in the 
Afro hair beauty industry, such as Sara Spencer Washington, Madam C.J. 
Walker, Viola Desmond, Lincoln Dyke, Dudley Dryden and Anthony Wade. 

K.N. Chimbiri 
(Kandace grew up with a fascination for History and in particular Black History. 
She has worked with the various museums including the Fitzwilliam Museum 
in Cambridge on the Origins of the Afro Comb in 2013 which led to the 
publication of her own book for children.) 
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Jane Goodall: A Life With Chimps 
Be inspired by the true story of a famous researcher who studied 
chimpanzees. In July 1960, Jane Goodall went into the wilderness in 
Tanzania to study chimpanzees. For years she camped out with the chimps, 
observing their behaviour and making amazing discoveries. Jane had 
always been fascinated by animals and knew she wanted to make learning 
more about them her life’s work. Find out how this girl who loved animals 
became one of history’s greatest trailblazers! 

Anita Ganeri 
(Probably one of the most prolific writers you may have encountered 
without realising as she has written many of the Horrible Histories series  
of books. Indeed, in her long career as an author she has written over 600 
non-fiction books, at a rate of 15–20 books per year!) 

This Book Is Anti-Racist 
Who are you? What is racism? Where does it come from? Why does it exist? 
What can you do to disrupt it? Learn about social identities, the history of 
racism and resistance against it, and how you can use your anti-racist lens and 
voice to move the world toward equity and liberation. Gain a deeper 
understanding of your anti-racist self as you progress through 20 chapters that 
spark introspection, reveal the origins of racism that we are still experiencing 
and give you the courage and power to undo it. Each lesson builds on the 
previous one as you learn more about yourself and racial oppression. An activity 
at the end of every chapter gets you thinking and helps you grow with the 
knowledge. All you need is a pen and paper. 

Tiffany Jewell 
(Tiffany is an anti-racism educator. This is her debut book, discussing why  
anti-racism is such an important topic for young readers giving everyone 
ownership to reshape the world.) 

Simone Biles: Golden Girl Of Gymnastics 
How did Simone Biles become a superstar athlete and gold medallist? On  
a daytrip to the local sports centre, Simone discovered her natural talent 
for gymnastics. She signed up for regular training sessions and was soon 
performing incredible routines at competitions. Despite a challenging start 
in life, Simone went on to become one of the world’s greatest athletes. 
Find out how this gymnast toughed it out in training and went on to win 
four Olympic gold medals. 

Sally J. Morgan 
(An indigenous Australian, Sally grew up in care as part of Australia’s  
Stolen Generations. Despite this, she gained a degree in Psychology and  
a postgraduate degree in Counselling Psychology, Computing and Library 
Studies and is a celebrated author, dramatist and artist.) 
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Black And British: A Short, Essential History 
A short, essential introduction to Black British history for teenagers. When 
did Africans first come to Britain? Who are the well-dressed Black children 
in Georgian paintings? Why did the American Civil War disrupt the Industrial 
Revolution? These and many other questions are answered in this essential 
introduction to 1,800 years of the Black British history: from the Roman 
Africans who guarded Hadrian’s Wall right up to the present day.  

David Olusoga 
(A much-respected historian, writer, broadcaster and presenter (well-known 
for his ‘A House Through Time’ series), David is a leading voice in Black 
British history, also regularly writing for The Guardian and The Observer 
newspapers as well as the New Statesman and BBC History magazines. He 
was awarded an OBE in 2019 for his services to history and community 
integration. 

Malala: My Story Of Standing Up For Girls’ Rights 
The extraordinary true story of a young girl’s courage in the face of violence and 
extremism who risked her life for the right to go to school, and an incredible 
testament to what can be achieved when we stand up for what we believe in. 
Raised in a changing Pakistan by an enlightened father from a poor background 
and a beautiful, illiterate mother, Malala was taught to stand up for her beliefs. 
When terrorists took control of her region and declared that girls were 
forbidden from going to school, Malala refused to sacrifice her education. And 
on 9th October 2012, she nearly paid the ultimate price for her courage when 
she was shot on her way home from school. The book follows Malala’s 
incredible journey to recovery in the aftermath of the attack, from the life-
saving surgery she received in a Birmingham hospital to her reunion with her 
family and their eventual relocation to England.  

Malala Yousafzai 
(Malala’s story is world famous, her survival astonishing and her success inspiring 
despite her disabilities. As the youngest ever winner of the Nobel Prize, she 
continues to advocate for human rights and the education of women. She 
graduated from Oxford University with a first class honours degree in 2020.) 
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  Additional reading choices 

The Ecology Book 
Learn about species, environments, ecosystems and biodiversity in The Ecology 
Book, which tackles tricky topics and themes in a simple and easy-to-follow 
format with eye-catching graphics and diagrams to immerse yourself in. It is 
packed with facts, charts, timelines and graphs to help explain core concepts 
and is an excellent introduction to what’s happening on our planet with the 
environment and climate change. Seek the answers to your ecological 
questions, such as: how do species interact with each other and their 
environment?; how do ecosystems change?; what is biodiversity and can we 
afford to damage it? This fresh new guide looks at our influence on the planet 
as it grows, and answers these profound questions. 

Time for something different 

If you don’t want to read a complete book, why not dip into  

one of these on a regular basis to read a short extract or article on 

something which interests you? 

The Biology Book 
The Biology Book tackles tricky topics and themes in a simple and easy-to-
follow format with eye-catching graphics and diagrams to immerse yourself 
in. Broaden your understanding of Biology with ideas and events key to the 
development of Biology and the life sciences, which will help you understand 
the living world and explain how its organisms work and interact – whether 
microbes, mushrooms or mammals. Here you’ll discover key areas of the life 
sciences, including ecology, zoology and biotechnology, through exciting 
text and bold graphics and you will be able to find answers to questions such 
as the mysteries of DNA and genetic inheritance, and how we learnt to 
develop vaccines that control diseases. You’ll also learn about cloning, 
neuroscience, human evolution, and gene editing, and be introduced to the 
scientists who shaped these subjects, such as Carl Linnaeus, Jean-Baptiste 
Lamarck, Charles Darwin, and Gregor Mendel.  

The Maths Book 
Learn about the most important mathematical ideas, theorems, and 
movements in The Maths Book, which tackles tricky topics and themes  
in a simple and easy-to-follow format, using eye-catching graphics and 
diagrams. Packed with more than 85 ideas and events key to the 
development of Mathematics, ideas and concepts are supported by charts, 
timelines and graphs to help explain core concepts. Charting the 
development of Maths around the world from Babylon to Bletchley Park, this 
book explains how Maths help us understand everything from patterns in 
nature to artificial intelligence and answers questions such as what is an 
imaginary number?; can two parallel lines ever meet? and how can Maths help 
us predict the future? If you thought it was difficult to learn about topics like 
algebra and statistics, The Maths Book is the book for you. 
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Kay’s Anatomy: A Complete (And Completely Disgusting) Guide  
To The Human Body 

Discover all the weird and wonderful things that go on inside your body with 
Adam Kay. Do you ever think about your body and how it all works? Like really 
properly think about it? The human body is extraordinary and fascinating and, 
well…pretty weird. Yours is weird, mine is weird, your Maths teacher’s is even 
weirder. This book is going to tell you what’s actually going on in there, and 
answer the really important questions, like: Are bogeys safe to eat? Look, if your 
nose is going to all that effort of creating a snack, the least we can do is check out 
its nutritional value. (Yes, they’re safe. Chew away!) And, how much of your life 
will you spend on the toilet? About a year – so bring a good book. (I recommend 
this one.) So, sit back, relax, put on some rubber gloves, and let a doctor take you 
on a poo (and puke) filled tour of your insides. 

The Physics Book 
Learn about the Big Bang theory, astrophysics and gravity in The Physics 
Book, another book in the Big Ideas Simply Explained series, using simple and 
easy-to-follow format with eye-catching graphics and diagrams. It contains 
more than 100 ground-breaking ideas and is packed with facts, charts, 
timelines and graphs to help explain core concepts. Here you’ll discover 
more than 90 of the most important laws and theories in the history of 
Physics and the great minds behind them. If you’ve ever wondered exactly 
how physicists formulated and proved groundbreaking abstract concepts, 
this is the perfect book for you and it answers such questions as how do 
magnets generate electricity?, what is antimatter?, and is time travel 
possible? If you thought it was difficult to learn the many laws and concepts 
of Physics, this book will help you. Learn about Pythagoras’s observations on 
music, Galileo’s experiments with spheres and Isaac Newton’s theories of 
gravity and laws of motion. 

No One Is Too Small To Make A Difference 

This little book contains the history-making, ground-breaking speeches of Greta 
Thunberg, the young activist who has become the voice of a generation. 
‘Everything needs to change. And it has to start today.’ In August 2018 a 15-year-old 
Swedish girl, Greta Thunberg, decided not to go to school one day. Her actions 
ended up sparking a global movement for action against the climate crisis, 
inspiring millions of pupils to go on strike for our planet, forcing governments to 
listen, and earning her a Nobel Peace Prize nomination. This book brings you Greta 
in her own words, for the first time. Collecting her speeches that have made 
history across Europe, from the UN to mass street protests, No One Is Too Small To 
Make A Difference is a rallying cry for why we must all wake up and fight to protect 
the living planet, no matter how powerless we feel. Our future depends upon it. 
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  Why not try a podcast? How best do you learn? 

If you find it difficult absorbing information through reading 

books or magazines, why not try listening to podcasts, use 

websites like BBC Bitesize or watching YouTube channels to 

help with your studies? Here are some ideas to get you started. 

Wow In The World 
This podcast combines serious scientific subjects with fun and humour, so why not 
join hots Guy Raz and Mindy Thomas on a journey away from your screen, inside 
your brain, out into space, and deep into the coolest new stories in science, 
technology and innovation. (Episodes 20–30 mins.) 

Girl Tales 
A podcast featuring reimagined fairytales. Damsels in distress? Princesses in need 
of protection? You won’t find those here. The girls in our stories take control of 
their own destinies, turning your favourite fairytales into exciting new adventures 
and voiced by professional actors. (Episodes 10–20 mins.) 

Unspookable 
Unspookable takes a look at the histories and mysteries behind your 
favourite scary stories, myths and urban legends. Each week host Elise 
Parisian digs into the history, brain science and power dynamics behind such 
topics as Bloody Mary, Charlie Charlies and Ouija Boards to find the stories 
behind the scares. (Episodes 30–40 mins.) 

Smash Boom Best 
This is a debate show which takes two cool things, smashes them together and 
lets you decide which is best. Our debaters use facts and passion to make their 
case – teaching listeners how to defend their own opinions along the 
way. (Episodes 10–20 mins.) 

Horrible Histories 
If you love the Horrible Histories books and series, this podcast has brought 
together some of the most remarkable figures in history and imagined what 
they’d do with their own podcasts! Starring Rattus Rattus. (Episodes 15 mins 
approx.) 
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BBC Science Focus magazine 

This is another monthly magazine we subscribe to for all year groups. We don’t 
add a quick reference label to the front of this magazine because it covers such 
a vast range of subjects, but if you have an interest in the sciences, Geography 
and the environment, Maths or Computer Science, Technology and Medicine, 
this is the magazine for you. 

We keep this magazine in our Lower School Science section behind the 
staircase at the back of the main Library. 

BBC History magazine 
This is a monthly magazine we subscribe to for all year groups. We add a quick 
reference label to the front of each magazine for you to see what is particularly 
applicable to Year 7 History studies, but if you enjoy History, there is so much 
more to find out about.  
 
We keep this magazine with our Lower School History section, opposite the 
sofa. 

French and Spanish language magazines 

French: C’est facile!, Ensemble, Jeunes, Môme 
Spanish: Chicos, Muchachos, Todos Amigos, 
Vamos! 
There are four magazines for each language, all 
written for Years 7–11, containing articles on 
language and culture, geography, tourism, music, 
celebrities, sport, food, film and entertainment as 
well as a variety of quizzes to help with 
vocabulary.  

 

We keep these magazines in racks in our Lower 
School Languages section. 

Remember! You don’t always have to read in English. 

Reading in another language (including your mother 
tongue) helps you build your language skills, fluency and 
vocabulary across a range of subjects and can help you 

build your knowledge and understanding of other 
curriculum subjects too. 

 

Magazines 
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And finally… 

Why not join your local library? 

It’s free and can offer you other services we do not to 

further enrich your reading experience. 

The BorrowBox app is free to 

members of public libraries, 

making it easy to browse, 

borrow and read or listen  

to your library’s e-books and  

e-audiobooks. 

Remember: borrow a physical 

copy of the book to read along 

with the audiobook and extend 

your reading experience. Listen 

to the actor’s pronunciation 

and expression as they are 

reading. This will help you when 

you are reading aloud in class or 

in your Drama lessons. 

Libby is another app which 

is free to members if you 

belong to a public library, 

and gives you access to  

e-books, e-magazines and 

e-comics. 

Remember: if you enjoy 

reading comics you brain is 

working twice as hard to 

process what you are 

reading so you are giving 

your brain a workout too! 

PressReader is also free to 

members, giving you 

access to e-magazines and 

e-newspapers from the 

UK and around the world. 

Remember: if English is 

not your first language 

you can always read about 

news and events in your 

own language too and 

then read about them 

again in English doubling 

your knowledge and 

vocabulary in both. 

The World Stories website 

(https://worldstories.org.uk/) 

offers stories in 31 languages as 

well as English which are perfect if 

you are learning  

a new language. 

Those with a visual impairment can 

also access RNIB Bookshare 

(www.rnibbookshare.org). 


