
WHSG Summer School 2021 

The COVID pandemic has had an impact on us all, but especially our children and young pupil and 
their school experience. The Government allocated funding to schools to provide a Summer School 
in order to support the transition of Year 6 pupils to secondary, following significant disruption due 
to COVID.  

The WHSG Summer School ran from Monday 26th – Friday 30th July, 2021. 

Our Summer School was led and supported by our own teaching and support staff, who delivered a 
variety of activities which supported each student to: 

 become familiar with their new surroundings and explore the school 

 meet their form groups 

 make new friends and develop their communication skills 

 get to know key members of staff within the school 

 focus on key areas of the curriculum to support transition to secondary education 

 engage in wellbeing activities to promote fun and enjoyment 

Our Summer School was available to all incoming Year 7s, with 168 students attending the 
week. The activities students were able to take part in as part of our programme included: ice 
breaker activities to get to know each other; a treasure hunt to explore the school; PE team games; 
subject specific sessions; cooking activities; Drama and Music opportunities, alongside Circus Skills 
and a year group Art Project, now on display in school. 

All students also had the opportunity to attend a trip to Colchester Zoo on Wednesday 28th July, 
which was an exciting day out for all involved! 

Funding 
The breakdown of spending for the Summer School is shown below: 

Description Cost 

Planning & administration 
 

£3,879 

Staffing 
 

£17,555 

Trips 
 

£3,320 

Activity day 
 

£9,825 

Materials 
 

£1,585 

Catering 
 

£3,488 

Additional site costs £625 
 

Total £40,277 
 



Summer School 2021 – Letter to parents 

Please find attached. 

 

Feedback for Summer School 2021 

Please find below some feedback from our Year 6 Parents: 

An excellent start to my daughter’s secondary school life. She was initially weary and nervous (as to be 

expected) but felt much more comfortable by the end of the week, and is now more confident changing and 

rising to senior school. 

 

My daughter really enjoyed her time at WHSG. She was the only one came here from her primary school. But 

this gave her a great opportunity to make new friends. 

 

She has enjoyed the summer school and already feels like she has been a student at WHSG for a very long 

time. We are also very impressed with the engagement of students in various activities to boost their 

confidence. It has confirmed why choosing WHSG was a great decision. 

 

I'm very happy with the week. After an uncertain year, glad my daughter got the opportunity to visit her new 

school, meet classmates and make new friends. Thank you. 

 

Thank you to everyone who has taken part in organising summer school for our daughter. It has given her a 

wonderful experience and enabled her to explore the school, make new friends and meet some of the staff. 

The school trip was a great opportunity and also all the lessons and other activities throughout the week. 

Outstanding communication throughout the week. Many thanks to you all. 

 

The week has provided a fantastic opportunity for my daughter to familiarise herself with staff, classmates 

and the new school environment. She started the week rather apprehensive; not knowing anyone but by the 

end of day one, she was exorbitant about the whole experience having made some lovely new friends. Her 

confidence has grown throughout the week and she is very much looking forward to starting in Sept.  

 

 

Please find below some feedback from our Year 6 students: 

I loved it. I made new friends, I’m able to find my way around the  school and got to do so much in a week. 

Thank you!! 

 

I enjoyed the overall summer school, the food was great and the opportunity to meet other students and 

interact with them before coming to the school in September really helped to build confidence and relax 

me knowing I have already made friends before the first day of school.  

 

https://www.staidanscatholicacademy.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Summer-School-2021-Letter-to-parents.pdf


I really enjoyed all the activities that we performed. I made a few new friends and got a chance to learn 

about the school while experiencing things that I would do at Westcliff.  At Summer School, I learnt a lot. 

Thank you. 

 

I loved Summer School since I was able to make friends and have a taste in what school will be like in 

September. My favourite lessons were chemistry and food tech; I also really enjoyed the Colchester Zoo 

trip. 

 

I really enjoyed that there was a range of activities that could bring out the talents of different students. It 

was good to have a trip to Colchester Zoo because it was a different sort of thing to do and gives you a 

taste of what school trips will be like in high school. I really liked the fact that there were school subjects 

students were used to and things new to everyone. A great experience.  

 

I got to know my form class really well, which makes starting in September so much easier. It is more 

exciting now instead of nerve wracking! 

 

I really liked the chemistry lesson best. I liked the art piece we all made together. I liked going to the zoo 

and meeting other girls. I also liked the scavenger hunt. I'm really glad I came to summer school. I feel lik e 

the school is mine now. I am looking forward to starting in September.  


